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JAPAN: HAVE NAKASONE'S FORTUNES.CHANGED? Yvﬁ}:/

SUMMARY

i. DESP.ATE THE LIBERAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY'S SUBSTANTIAL MAJORITY

PRIME MIN{STER NAKASONE'S LEGISLATIVE PROGRAMME IS BEING HELD UP
IN THE DIET. THE PARTY HAS ATTEMPTED TO SEIZE THE INGTIATIVE oN

TAX REFORM AND ECONOMIC POLICY: NAKASONE'S FOREIGN POLICY HAS ALSO
SUFFERED SETBACKS. NONETHELESS, | SITION AS PRIME MINISTER 1S

NOT UNDER IMMED|ATE THREAT. ek TOIR
e

DETAIL

2. SWEPT ALONG BY THE LIBERAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY'S
IN THE JULY GENERAL ELECTION, PRIME MINISTER NAKASON
PARTY'S AGREEMENT TO EXTEND HIS TERM OF OFF '
FROM 31 OCTOBER. WHEN THE DIET REASSEMBLED

IN THE EARLY AUTUMN, NAKASONE PLEDGED TO COM
PRIVATISATION AND OF TAX AND EDUCATIONAL

HE MADE CLEAR HIS WISH TO ACHIEVE A HISTOR

SOVIET RELATIONS. HE CALCULATED THAT THE

THESE TASKS WOULD STREMGTHEN HIS SAY IN TH

AND QUARANTEE HIS CONTINUED INFLUENCE WITHIN TH
RETIREMENT.

3. NAKASONE HAS NOT MADE AS MUCH PROGR
THE BILL TO PRIVATISE JAPAN NATIONAL RAI
THE GOVERNMENT'S LEGISLATIVE PROGRAMME FOR
A GOOD START. BUT ITS FURTHER PROGRESS HAS
13 NOVEMBER BY AN OPPOSITION BOYCOTT OF TH
r‘OVERNMENT'S UNWILLINGNESS TO IWT?ODLCE
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THE INITIATIVE ON TAX RFCO THE

OF THE AUTUMN, THE FIRST nAu07 REFORM O H A
FOR 35 YEARS WILL IMPINGE DIRECTLY ON SOME ( HE SPECHIAL
GROUPS WHICH EXERCISE GREAT INFLUENCE WITHIN TH

INSIST THAT THEY, AND NOT NAKASONE,

OF THE TAX REFORMS. THE EVENTUAL PA

CORRESPOND FAIRLY CLOSELY TO WHAT

NAKASONE |S ALSO UNDER LDP PRESSUR

 TO OFFSET THE EFFECT ON THE

UNHEARD OF IN RECENT TIMES,

MATTER OF CONCERN,
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NAKASONE'S MISFORTUNES HAVE DENTED HIS
CLEESLETFHERE “HAS . E) 3EEN TALK OF HASTENING
BUT THIS

NONE OF THE CONTENDERS
TO MOVE AGAINST HIM.

THE PECPO‘SlﬁlthY FOR
LIKE THE INTRODU
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JAPAN :  POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC BACKGROUND
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