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PRIME MINISTER

Michael Bourdeaux, as you will see in the note below,

has suggested that you might care to look at the enclosed

letter, and its translation, from Alexander Ogorodnikov.
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TRANSLATION OF LETTER BY ALEXANDER OGORODNIKOV TO THE PRIME MINISTER.
DICTATED OVER THE PHONE TO KESTON COLLEGE ON 22.4.87 (original text appended).

Dear Mrs Thatcher!

Please accept my deepest gratitude for your warm and sincere letter. My
thanks also for those incredibly kind words which you, I am told, said about
me within the walls of the Trinity-St Sergius monastery. I fear I am undeserving
of both your attention and your praise.

May I, however, take this opportunity to acquaint you with some of our
pressing concerns.

As we believe, the fate of every country, and, indeed, the whole world,
lies in the Hands of God. In His hands, too, lies the destiny of the Church.
Bearing in mind the complex situation of the Church and the positive nature of
the changes currently taking place in our country, we, as members of the Church,
feel ourselves to be an independent body of the faithful and are therefore striving
for the right to our own existence, for the acknowledged right to live in
accordance with Christian teachings and the laws of conscience. We want to live,
think, socialize and discuss our problems freely. We want the right to build
up and further our Christian culture, a culture which would serve the reconstruction
of a bridge between both the spiritual heritage of Orthodox Russia - whose
millenium we will mark next year - and the traditions of Western Christianity.

One of the most valuable manifestations of Western Christian tradition is
respect for human rights, for the rights of each and every individual as a
reflection of God's Image: this, in turn, has served as a basis for the struggle
for the release of prisoners of conscience, my release included.

I shall always remember with gratitude the personal interest you evinced
in my fate. The moral value of your concern for us acquires special significance
in the eyes of people living here, because it is living evidence of Christian
faith when the leader of one of the world's major powers is willing to speak up
in defence of one of the known prisoners of the GULAG. We all set great store
by your understanding of the indivisible nature of world peace and respect for
the liberties and rights of the individual.

T must admit that until recent years,when we have looked to the West from
our bondage, it has, at times, presented a very disheartening picture: the
abandonment of religious and moral principles, lack of political purpose, political
will and clarity of thought, willingness to sacrifice convictions in exchange
for trade or other transient interests - this is what we saw.

Yet now, due to your honesty and uncompromising purpose, your courage and
personal charm, your firm commitment to the ideals of the West and the traditional
values of England, your country is finding itself anew and regaining its
rightful place in the world. Once again, please accept my most heartfelt
thanks. May God keep you.

Christ is Risen.

Yours sincerely,

Alexander Ogorodnikov
Moscow, 17 April 1987

119121 Moscow

ul. Plyushchikha 58, flat 45

Tel: 248 3797

V. Popkov for Alexander Ogorodnikov




Tocnoxe Mapraper Tatuep
IIlpeMpep-MUHUCTDY BenukoCpuTaHun
I0 Hayuunr Crpur

JloumoH

Ot unena Pycckoit IlpaBocnaBHoil LiepkBu AnexkcaHnpa OropomHuMxkoBa,MOCKBa.

JYBaxaemasa rocnoxa TaTtuep!

Or Bcero ceppnua O6naromapk Bac 3a Bame cTonp Tenjnoe U UCKpPEHHee
nuchMo. Dbrnaronmapiw Bac Takxe M 3a Te HeoOHUaHO JIECTHHE CJIOBa
KOTOpHEe, KaK MHe nepenanu, Bu OpousHecnum o000 MHe B cTeHax Tpouile-—
CeprueBoi# JlaBphn. §f He uyBCTBYW ce0f HM B Malejmei#l CTeneHM
IOCTO#HHM HM Bamero BHUMaHUS, HU Bamux cnoB. llozaBonrTe MHe, C ToOH
Xe MCKPEHHOCTBHW M NpAMOTO#, KOTOpasd mnpucyma Bam, pacckasaTb Bam o
HEKOTODHX HallUX IpoOneMax.

Cynp6a BCAKOW CTpaHH Kak M BCeTO MHUpa, KaK MH BEpUM, HAXOIUTCH
B pykax boxpux. B pykax Doxpux HaxXOmuUTCH U cynb6a llepkBu. JUUTHBAA
BCK CJIOXHOCTH NOJNOXeHUsA lepKBM U MONOXUTENBHHY XapaKTep IepeMeH,
NMPOUCXONAMUX B HACTOAmEee BpeMdA B Halleil CTpaHe, MH, UJIeHH LlepKBHU,
cosHawmue cels HE3aBUCUMO# LEPKOBHO# OOMECTBEHHOCTHW, CTPEMHUMCS
IOOUTBLCA NpaBa Ha CaMOCTOATENbHOE CYmeCTBOBaHUE, NpaBa XUTE
COTJIaCHO XPUCTUAHCKUM YOEeXIEeHUAM U 33KOHAM COBECTHU. UMM XOTUM,
uTOOH HaM J[anu NpaBO XUTh, MHCIUTB, CBOOONHO o0maThCA U OOCYXOATH
Hamy npobneme. My xoTuM, uTOOH 3a HaMu NOPUSHANU IpPpaBO Ha CTDOU-
TENLCTBO Hamey# XPUCTUAHCKOX KYILTYpH. Takasa KynbTypa HNOCHyxujia OH
BOCCTAHOBJIEHMKW MOCTa KaK C IYXOBHHM HacJjleJueMm IpaBoclaBHoll Pycu,
I000-neTue KOTOpPOi MH Oymem OTMeuaTh B OyInymew Tony, TaK U C
TpanMUNAMM XPUCTMAHCKOro 3amnapna. OpnHum u3 OnaropopHeimmx
NIPpOABNEHUHA 3TON 3ananHoZ TpanuUUU SBUJIOCEH yBakeHUE K IpaBaM
yeJOBEeKa, KaxXOoTO UeJIOBEeUEeCKOTrO cymecTBa Kak Hocurensa Ob6pasa
Boxua, npusBenmee, B YACTHDCTU, K OOophle 32 OCBOOOXIEHUE Y3HUKOB
COBECTM - B TOM UNCNEe, U MOETO.

f Hukorma He 3al0yny Bamero JMUYHOTO yuacTus B Moeil cynnle.
MopanpHas 3HAUUMOCTE Bamero sacTynHuYecTBa O HAC IpuobpeTaeT
OCOOHY CMHCJ B rijasax noneil XMBYWUX 3NeCh MMEHHO NOTOMY,

ABNAETCH XUBHM NPOABJIEHUEM XPUCTUAHCKO! BEpH, KOTH& DPYKOBO,
ONHOTO M3 MOTYHNECTBEHHHX TOCYHapCTB MUpa 3aCTynaeTcs 3a ONHOT

U3 u3BeCTHHX y3HuKoB I'JJIATA. [nga Hac OrpoMHOe 3HaueHUe Npuodpe-
TaeT Balle NMOHUMAaHUE HEPa3INEeJILHOCTU MUpa Ha 3eMjle ¥ yYBaXeHUe K
cBoOone ® MpaBaM OTIEJNLHOTO ueJlOBEeKa,

B ¢cBA3M C 3TUM NO3BOJNBTE TaKXe CKa3aTh BamM, UTO B HENaBHEM
IIpOWJIOM, KOTIa U3 Hame# HecBOOOOH MH CMOTpEeNnu Ha 3amnanl, OH
3ayacTyw fABJAJN cO00il pas3ouapOBHBAaWIlEe 3pejuue: yTpaTa pPEeNNTHO3IHHX
¥ MOpaJbHHX MNPUHIUIOB, OTCYTCTBUE MNONUTUUECKOU TBEPINOCTU, HOIUTU=
YeCKO# BOJMM 1 FACHOCTHU MHCHIM, TOTOBHOCTb TNOCTYNUTHCHA CBOUMU
yOexneHusAMM Dan¥ TOPTOBHX UM UHHX CUOMUHYTHHX MHTEPECOB — BOT
yTo OpocanoChk Haum B rjasa. [l0O3BONBTE CKal3aTh BaMm, UTO Onaromapda
Bame#l mpaAMoTe U OECKOMIDOMUCCHOCTU, BameMy MYXEeCTBY U OO0asHUWO,

BEepHOCTU upeanam 3anama ¥ Tpamguuuam "nobpo# cTapown Anrmuu™

CTpaHa BHOBbL ofOpeTaeT caMow cels M CBOE IOCTONHOE MEeCTO B

Eme pas, Onaromapw Bac. Ila nmomoxer Bam bor!
Bockpece!

Bam

Anexcannp OroponHUKOB
MockBa, 17 anpens I98

II9I2I- lockBa
yn. Dnomuxa 58, kB. 45
Ten: 248 3797

[lotkoBy, B.nmna A. OTOPONHUKOBA.




