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1. MR POWELL

V

2. PRIME MINISTER

Michael Bourdeaux, as you will see in the note below,

has suggested that you might care to look at the enclosed

letter, and its translation, from Alexander Ogorodnikov.

MICHAEL ALISON

28.4.87



Keston  College
Heathfield Road Keston Kent BR2 6BA UK
Telephone 0689 50116 (from London 66 50116) Telex 897684 KESCOL

2 4/ 4/ 87

With Compliments
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TRANSLATION OF LETTER BY ALEXANDER OGORODNIKOV TO THE PRIME MINISTER.

DICTATED OVER THE PHONE TO KESTON COLLEGE ON 22.4.87 (original text a ended).

Dear Mrs Thatcher!

Please accept my deepest gratitude for your warm and sincere letter. My
thanks also for those incredibly kind words which you, I am told, said about
me within the walls of the Trinity-St Sergius monastery. I fear I am undeserving
of both your attention and your praise.

May I, however, take this opportunity to acquaint you with some of our
pressing concerns.

As we believe, the fate of every country, and, indeed, the whole world,
lies in the Hands of God. In His hands, too, lies the destiny of the Church.
Bearing in mind the complex situation of the Church and the positive nature of
the changes currently taking place in our country, we, as members of the Church,
feel ourselves to be an independent body of the faithful and are therefore striving
for the right to our own existence, for the acknowledged right to live in
accordance with Christian teachings and the laws of conscience. We want to live,
think, socialize and discuss our problems freely. We want the right to build
up and further our Christian culture, a culture which would serve the reconstruction
of a bridge between both the spiritual heritage of Orthodox Russia - whose
millenum we will mark next year - and the traditions of Western Christianity.
One of the most valuable manifestations of Western Christian tradition is
respect for human rights, for the rights of each and every individual as a
reflection of God's Image: this, in turn, has served as a basis for the struggle
for the release of prisoners of conscience, my release included.

I shall always remember with gratitude the personal interest you evinced
in my fate. The moral value of your concern for us acquires special significance
in the eyes of people living here, because it is living evidence of Christian
faith when the leader of one of the world's major powers is willing to speak up
in defence of one of the known prisoners of the GULAG. We all set great store
by your understanding of the indivisible nature of world peace and respect for
the liberties and rights of the individual.

I must admit that until recent years,when we have looked to the West from
our bondage, it has, at times, presented a very disheartening picture: the
abandonment of religious and moral principles, lack of political purpose, political
will and clarity of thought, willingness to sacrifice convictions in exchange
for trade or other transient interests - this is what we saw.

Yet now, due to your honesty and uncompromising purpose, your courage and
personal charm, your firm commitment to the ideals of the West and the traditional
values of England, your country is finding itself anew and regaining its
rightful place in the world. Once again, please accept my most heartfelt
thanks. May God keep you.

Christ is Risen!

Yours sincerely,

Alexander Ogorodnikov
Moscow , 17 April 1987

119121 Moscow
ul. Plyushchikha  58, flat 45
Tel: 248 3797
V. Popkov for Alexander Ogorodnikov
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