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PRESIDENT PARK OF SOUTH KOREA

We have now received, from the Foreign Office, the
suggested draft message of condolence for you to send. This
is attached (Flag A).

I have also appended the background information we have
to date.

At Flag B is Seoul telegram 255, which contains the
initial account of the incident and also briefly analyses the

resultant internal situation.

At Flag C is Seoul telegram 257, which contains the
recommendation that an official message of condolence should be

sent from you.

And finally, at Flag D, is Seoul telegram 259 which is our
latest information on the killing. It expands upon the earlier
situation report and outlines the thinking of the Americans.
Incidentally, it also records (paragraph 5) that President

Carter has already sent his condolences.

If you agree that draft, or amend it, as soon as the Garden

Room Girl so informs me I will instruct the Foreign Office

accordingly.

Roger_aarter
Duty Clerk

27 October 1979
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWI1A 2AH

27 October 1979

Private Secretary
10 Downing Street

-

DEATH OF PRESIDENT PARK OF SOUTH KOREA

)

You will already have seen Seoul telegrams Nos 254, 255, 257 and
259, reporting President Park's death and recommending that a message
of condolence be sent by the Prime Minister to the Prime Minister and
Acting President, Choi Kyu Hah.

The circumstances of the President's death remain somewhat
obscure, and in particular the role played in it by the Korean Central
Intelligence Agency. But we enjoy good relations with the Government
of the Republic of Korea and the transfer of power appears to have been
carried out in accordance with the Korean Constitution. Mr Blaker,
in the absence of Lord Carrington in Oslo, therefore considers it
would be appropriate to send a formal message of sympathy, as in the
enclosed draft telegram. The Resident Clerk will arrange to despatch
this if the Prime Minister agrees.
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Distribution: — [TEXT]

Departmental:
FED

PCD

News Dept
NAD, PUSD,
PS, PS/LPS, g
PS/Mr Blaker
PS/PUS o

Your tel Nos 254-259 (now repeated to Oslo):
President Park's death.
Thank you for these helpful telegrams.

Though the exact circumstances of President Park's

Mr Cortazzi, death, and especially the role of the KCIA remain obscure,

Mr Murray

Mr Moberley we agree that a formal message of condolence would be

Ld N Gordon Lennox
RC

Copies to:—
10 Downing Street

Cabinet Office
(D10)

appropriate. Please therefore arrange to deliver a message

from the Prime Minister as follows:

"I was shocked to hear of the sudden death of His
Excellency President Park Chung-Hee. I should like
to extend through you to the Governgent and people
of the Republic of Korea Her Majesty's Government's
condolences and our sympathy to the late President's

family."

RESTRICTED




PRIME MINISTER W

President Park of South Korea

You probably heard on the radio news

last night or this morning that President
Park of South Korea was killed late last
night. It seems that the President was shot
by the Director of the KCIA (Kim Choe Kyu)

during a quarrel over dinner. Apparently

the President's personalﬁgbdyguard (Cha Ji
Kyu) and the Director were having a heated
quarrel and the Director drew a gun and
fired at Cha. The President appears to have
been killed accidentally in the shooting

that followerr - ('-! " :

The question of an official message of
condolence is being urgently considered by
the FCO this morning. I will telex down to
you a draft message for your approval as soon

as one becomes available.

27 October 1979
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PRESIDENT PARK, o (0 dcawmp ST,
BDiloa e N qfé
{SELLOR CALLED ON POLITICAL COUNSELLOR AT AMERICAN
RNING, CLARK SAID THAT THEY HAD LITTLE TO ADD
ANMOUNCEMENTS ABOUT THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE PRESID-
ffTH EXCEPT THAT THERE WERE NOW S1X DEAD INCLUDING THE
T~F HEAD OF HIS BODYGUARD AND AT LEAST THREE MORE OF
THE KEY SURVIVING EYE WITNESS OF THE INCIDENT
THE SECRETARY~GENERAL TO THE PRESIDENT, WHO rqov
\ S 30DY TO A NEARBY MILITARY HOSPITAL WHERE IT W
4 T HE HAD DIED A FEW MINUTES EARLIER, THE AMERICANS HAVE
*CTTAim ANY SUGGESTION THAT THERE WAS POLITICAL
D THE INCIDENT. |T AROSE FROM A VIOLENT PERSONAL
HE vc:a THE HEAD OF THE BODYGUARD,
T%E RECENT PCLITICAL SITUATION,
BITION AND AGGRESSIVENESS OF CHA JI
TRIED TO SEPARATE THE TWO AND WAS SHOT
CLARK Aga;n THAT IT




TO TALK IN TERMS OF A COUP

2 BECV NOTH I MG ﬂAATu,r? TN l”DlC“!r ANY UNUSUAL
AVT|V55Y

APPEARS TO B APTUA‘ P"“"QAL JlChHAM, CQﬁMAHDER IN CHIEF
COMBINED FP COMMAND, 1S AWAY FROM THE COUNTRY RUT WILL RETURN
LATER TOCDAY. GENERAL CHUNG, THE KOREAN ARMY CHIEF OF STAFF,

WHO HAS BEEN APPOINTED ADMIMISTRATOR OF MARTIAL LAW, WILL REPORT
TO0 THE CIVILIAN CABINET THROUGH THE MINISTRY OF NATIONAL DEFENCE.
CLARY SA!D THAT THE NEW COMBINED ¢ OPERATIONS COMMAND HAD WORKED
EFFECTIVELY ON THIS OCCASION WiTH IMMEDIATE CO“”U”|CAT‘OJ AND
CONSULTATION BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND KOREAN MILITARY,

3. THE SIGNIFICANCE OF EXEMPTING THE ISLAND PROVINCE OF CHEJU
FROM MARTIAL LAW IS THAT T TH1S ENABLES THE C CIVILIAN GOVERNMENT TO
REMAIN 1N ULTIMATE CONTROL OF THE COUNTRY AS A WHOLEs CLARK
SAID THAT THE AMERICANS HAVE BEEM CREATLY ENCOURASED BY THE

/PP ARENT DETERMINATION OF THE MILITARY TO SHOW THAT THEY WILL
NOT INTERFERE IN THE GOVERNMENT. THEY ARE BEING QUITE OPEN WITH
THE AMERICANS ABOUT THEIR INTENTION TO SUPPORT THE CONSTITUT=
[ONAL PROCESS. THE CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINTS CHIEFS OF STAFF HAS
SPOKEN TO THIS EFFECT ON TV AND RADIO.

4, THE AMERICAN EMBASSY HAVE SPECIFIC THOUGHTS YET ABOUT THE
SUCCESSOR TO PRESIDENT PARK, CLARK SAID THAT T WAS DIFFICULT

10 SEE HOW THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE, THE NATIOMAL CONFERENCE FOR
UNIFICATION, WITH A MEMBERSHIP OF 2,580, FEV OF WHOM HAVE ANY
SPECIFIC POLITICAL AFFILIATIONS, WOULD BE ABLE TO CHO SE A SUCC=
ESSOR, UNDER THE wnovasxoms’@c THE CONSTITUTION THIS PROCESS

HAS TO BE COMPLETED WITHIN 93 DAYS. CLARK SAID THAT THE AMERICANS
JRE HOPING THAT THE “”PWQTUWITY MAY BE TAKEN TO SOFTEN SOME
ASPECTS OF THE YUSHIN CONSTITUTION (SEE PARA 4 OF MY TEL 255),

s, PRESIDENT CARTER HAS ALREADY SENT A MESSAGE OF CONDOLENCE
H1CH WAS CONVEYED TO THE ACTING PRESIDENT BY THE AMERICAN

AMBASSADOR EARLY THIS “ﬂﬁvzme. THIS LEHDS POINT TO MY RECOMM-
ENDATI O THAT WE SHCULD nL SEND A MESSAGE QUICKLY (MY TEL NO 257)
| HAVE ALREADY SENT A PE O”ﬁL LETTER TO rur MINISTER OF FOREIGN
AFFAIRS, CLARK SAID THAT NO DEC1S10N HAD BEEN TAKEN A30UT THE
LEVEL OF REPRESENTATION AT THE FUNERAL BUT THE VICE~PRESIDENT
WOULD PROBAZLY ATTEND, :

6. THE AYERICANS ARE NOT GIVING ANY SPECIAL ADVICE TO THEIR

CIVILIAN COMMUNITY THOUGH THEY WOULD EXPECT THEIR PEOPLE TO TUNE

I TO THE AMER1CAN FORCES BROADCASTING SYSTEM D0 BE GUIDED
e T Y TUHE M Ay AND DEFENCE  DEF ART=
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LF L 3‘: REP ?\.S”"T \T 10N \l’ TH‘. Fb?lf-‘:{L 3UT THE Vv ~PRESIDE H
WOULD PROBA3LY ATTEND,

£+ THE AMERICANS ARE NOT GIYING ANY SPECIAL ADVYICE TO THEIR
CIVILIAN COMMUNITY THOUGH THEY Wou LD EXPECT THEIR PEOPLE TO TUNE
IN TO THE AMERICAN FORCES BROADCASTING SYSTEM AND TO 3E GQUIDED
BY ANNOUNCEMENTS ADDRESSED TO THE MILITARY AND DEFENCE DEPART-
MENT CIVILIANS, WE ALSO EXPECT THAT OUR OWN COMMUNITY WILL BE
LISTENING TO AFKN IN ACC RDANCE WITH THE ADVICE WE HAVE GJVEN
THEM [N OUR STANDING EMERGENCY INSTRUCTIONS WHICH HAVE BEEN
DISTRIBUTED TO ALL WHO HA”C REGISTERED. SO FAR WE HAVE HAD FEYW
DIRECT ENQUIRIES BUT MEMBERS OF THE EMBASSY HAVE BEEN BRIEFED
ON HOW TO REPLY TO ‘“{CHE WHC GETS (N TOUCH OVER THE WEEKEND,
WE ARE GIVING OUR PEOPLE THE FACTS OF THE SITUATION ADDING THAT
THERE IS NO CAUSE FOR ALARM AND INSTRUCTING THEM TO OBSERVE

THE CURFEW METICULOUSLY,

BATES
3T
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TELEGRAM NUMBER 253 OF 27 OCTOBER
INFO PRIORITY WASHINGTON
PRIORITY TOKYO
PRIORITY HONG KONG (GOVERNOR)

MY TEL NOS 254 AND 255: DEATH OF PRESIDENT PARK

A , N A ~/: K - . y
1. THE DEPUTY PREMIER AND MINISTER OF ECONOMIC PLANNING,

S11M HYUN HWACK, ISSUED A STATEMENT THIS MORNING ON ECONOMIG

POLICYs HE MADE THE FOLLOWING POINTS:

A« THERE WILL BE NO CHANGE IN THE GOVERNMENT’S BASIC ECONOMIC
POLICIES: '

B. THE FREE MARKET ECONOMY WILL BE GUARANTEED: NO DISRUPTION OF
PRCDUCTION OR DISTRIBUTION WILL BE TOLERATED:

Ce ECONOMIC CO-CPERATION WITH OTHER COUNTRIES WILL CONT‘NUE
UNCHANGED: FOQ:‘G”"RS’ PROPERTY, .RIGHTS AND INTEREST! N THEV
COUNTRY "i“.L BE GUARANTEED:

D, MAXIMUM EMPHASIS WILL BE PLACED ON STABILITY IN LIVING
CONDITIONS AND MAXIMUM EFFORTS UILL BE MADE TO ENSURE PRICE
STABILITYs

E: ALL ACTIVITIES OF ENTERPRISES WILL CONTINUE WITH THE GOVERN=-

MENT?®S FINANCIAL AND FISCAL SUPPORT: GOVERNMENT CONSTR UCTION PROJECTS
WILL CONTINUE TO BE CARRIED OUT.

5. FCO PLEASE GIVE WIDE ECONOMIC DISTRIBUTION IN WHITEHALL
A RS
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DEATH OF PRESIDENT PARK,

1, | RECOMMEND THAT AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AN OFFICIAL MESSAGE OF

AT m "*w'r NI E L 2 § o “'""‘l‘T((""‘y ’T "r.}'-’:fU-D J‘ r» D

ViVt Ll O i2ie o dd RIPTRY
SSAGE SHOULD BE ADDRESSED TO HIS EXCELLENCY
ACTING PRESIDENT OF THE REPUTCLIC OF KOREA

LD BE SIGNED BY THE

.

y

SPITE OF THE TRAGIC AND STILL UNCERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES
PRESIPENT®S ORATH, IT SERS ELEAR. THAT TUERE WAS #O
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ESSAGE OF SYMPATHY WOULD BE GRE! APPRECIATED BY THE
FOREAN AUTHORITIES AND PEOPLE, TMERE ALSO THE PRACTICAL
CONSIDERATION THAT MANY OTHER GOVERNMENTS WiLL CERTAINLY 3E
SENDING HIGH LEVEL MESSAGES AND WE CANNOT AFFORD TO APPEAR
LESS CONCERNED,

4y WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE FUNERAL WILL TAKE PLACE :E
J NOVEMBER, WITHIN THE NEXT FEW DAYS WE SHALL HA
THOUGHT TO THE GUES OF REPRESENTATIOR iT 18 n,T POS3
PECIFIC AW!!CE UNTIL WE MORE ABOUT THE ‘ﬂ%ﬂ£~
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YOREAN AUTHORITIES AND PEOP 5. THERE 1S ALSD THE PRACTICAL
CONSIDERATICN THAT MANY OTHER GOVEAINMENTS wILL CEITAINLY 3%
SENDING HIGH LEVEL MESSAGES AMD WE CANNOT AFE0ID TO APPEAR
LESS CCNCERNED,
UNDERSTAND THAT THE FUNERAL WILL TAKE PLACE NEXT
“iE?. WITHIN THE NEXT FEW DAYS WE SHALL MAYE TO GIVE
" TO THE QUESTION OF REPRESENTATION, IT IS NOT POSS
NY SPECIFIC ADVICE UNTIL WE KNOW MORE ABOUT THE
EAYYRILE YOU MAY WIiISH TO E SOME Cf;'f"!'l MNGENCY
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MOMENT TO,GIVE CLEAR ADYICE ON

ISINESSMEN AND OTHER PROSPECTIVE

> 1]
7 JOr
’ . ¥ v

’ y
E THIS POINT [N MIND AS WE CONTINUE TO

- e W

WE MAYE JUST LEARNED THAT INTERNATIONAL FLIGHTS. INTO
07" SEOUL HAVE BEEN RESUMED AFTER A SHORT BREAK THIS MORNING,

INTERNAL FLIGHTS R CPERATING,

8, POSTSCRIPT. E PRIME H!ﬁICTZR AS ACTING PRESIDENT HAS JUS
/ADE A .BRIEF BROADCAST' CONFIRMING THAT HE HAS ASSUMED THAT
CFFICE, HE SAI! i UH!TED STATES HAD PROMISED TG CONTINUE

TO SUPPORT XOREA, NO EXTERNAL RELATIONSHIPS HAD CHANGED. THE
ARMY AND POLICE WILL MAINTAIN SECURITY AND WILL BE OM ALERT

TO PREVENT ANY INCURSION FROM THE NORTH. i

BATES
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1. THE LATEST REPORTS BEING CARRIED BY THE

SERVICE OF THE DEATH OF THE PRESIDENT APPEAR T

CORRECT,

PRESIDERT PARK WAB KILLED JUST BEFCORE 8 P¥ LAST NIGHT., AFTER
EMERGENCY MEETING CF THE CABINET IT WAS ANMOQUNCED THAT N
ACCORDANCE WITH PRCVISIONS OF THE CONSTITUTION PRIME MINISTER
CHOl KYUAYAH HAD 23EEN DECLARED ACTING PRESIDENT.

2« SOME DETAILS OF LAST NIGHT"S EBVENTS WERE YEN IN A BROADCAST
8Y THE MINISTER OF CULTURE AND INFORMATION TH MCININGse HE SALD
THAT THE PRESIDENT HAD BEEN SHOU

F THE KCIA KiM CHOE KYU AFTER A QUARY OTHER "COPLu WERE
ALSO KILLED INCLUDING THE PRES HIEF OF BODYGUARDs KIN
WAS ARRESTED BY THE ARMY AND IS UNDER INVESTIGATION,

3. THE GOVERNMENT HAVE DECLARED MARTIAL LAW THROUGHCUT THE
REPUBLIC, EXCEPT IN CHEJU ISLAND PROVINCE, THE CURFEW HAS REEN
EXTENDED TO RUN FROM 10PM TO 4AM,

e - THE CHIEF DANGER NOW 1S THAT NORTH KOREA MAY BE TEMPTED TO
ATTACK IN THE HOPE OF CAPITALISING ON THE UNCERTAINTY OVER

THE PRESIDENTIAL SUCCESSION,

THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT HAS WA N NEWS

AGAINST INTERVENTIONM,

KS ARE N POSITION QUTSIDE THE MAIN GOQVE!
YULNERABLE POINTS ARE L*?J? MILITARY
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