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delegation to Belize for a conference of the Caribbean
Development and Cooperation Committee. Shoman and other
leftists evidently met with some of the Cubans privately,

but the opposition headlined the di reby further
sensitizing the Price government.
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MB: Q&A
This is an excellent review of Soviet
and Cuban activities in the Caribbean and

in Central America. Its basic premises
are:

- That the Soviet Union has maintained
a low profile in the region, allowing
Cuba to take the lead for both pragmatic
political reasons and economic considerations.
The Soviet Union has no desire to subsidize
another Cuba or to poach excessively in
an area it still recognizes as within the
US sphere of influence.

- That Cuba has been successful largely
because it has abandonded the ideological
baggage which limited its influence in the
past. It has allowed the new generation of
radicals to take the lead in the area and,
when some measure of success has been
demonstrated, Castro has followed with
support. Since regional radicals have no
alternative except Cuba, Castro's policy
has been successful in spreading Cuban
influence,.

In the typical CIA fashion, the paper
allows that Cuban/Soviet successes are
not irreversible and that the future may
hold as many losses as gains.
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