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ADVANCE CIRCULATION OF KEY ECONOMIC STATISTICS

I enclose for your information a copy of a minute sent by the Permanent
Secretary to all Department of Employment recipients of advance
information on unemployment, earnings, the retail prices index and the
CSO forecast of the index. A copy also goes to John Wiggins (Treasury) ,
Sir Dougles Wass (Treasury), John Beverley (Bank of England), Peter
Unwin (CSO), David Wright (CO), Ian Ellison (DI), Stuart Hampson (DT),
Godfrey Robson (S0), Joe Pilling (NIO), and Gordon Craig (wo).
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ANDREW HARDMAN
Private Secretary




CODE 18-77

CONFIDENTIAL

Reference

ADVANCE CIRCULATION OF KEY ECONOMIC STATISTICS

1 In 1978, following a number of apparent leaks,
stricter arrangements were made for the circulation

in advance of publication of certain key economic
statistics. These included figures of unemployment,
earnings, the retail prices index and the CSO forecast
of the index. The arrangements were confirmed on
behalf of the Prime Minister by her office in June 1979.

2 I am writing fo‘remind all recipients of the
importance of maintaining the strict security of these

figures.

% There have recently been some pIress references,

giving figures which were close to the outcome in advanc
of'publication.' These may reflect no more than capable and
intelligent speculation by specialists, but are a warning

" of the continuing danger of there being further leaks.

4 ‘T must stress that the figures are provided to you in
advance on a personal basis and that only Secretaries of
State and their Permanent Secretaries can authorise the
provision of advance figures to others in their Departments

. (whether Ministers or officials). Such provision must be

confined strictly to those who need to know for operational

purposes.

KB S
29 February 1980







10 DOWNING STREET

From the Press Secretary

3 March, 1980

ik,

Superficially, my conspiracy
theory re the Daily Mail seems to have
broken down. In spite of a reasonably
accurate but not detailed account

in The Guardian (attached), I could not
find anything in the Daily Mail. Perhaps
your note of February 22 influenced
behaviour.

I look forward to seeking you on

o C:}quf;A‘4~A4&h_jf7

B. INGHAM

Sir Kenneth Barnes, K.C.B.

Enc.
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CRVES.

Al(hou h ‘officials of the Iron
and Steﬁ Trades’ Confedern-
tion ‘'would make no comment,
afterwards, the -workers wére
told that ﬂ:e plant ‘would have
to i close - permanently 4f he !

strike 'went ghead. :#0i - &y &
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__He_ thanked =11’ thé private

seaor workers who had come-

pachage. Later Mr Sirs will be
altencing a - meeling of the
TUC steel committee ‘with the
“corporation, but withont much .
hope of there being any moves
‘towards a setflement, - o:

Mr Sirs $2id that he thoug'ht
ithat the strike could Jast’ for
‘some lime more.-In_spite ~of

Py strike -pay, Mr- Sirs.de- 1

the -‘rlared that the strike was cost-

#ng the - unions thousands -bf
younds dn. ndmxmstntnon_ and -
organisation. - e -
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o0 take anyzaction make-today is.an".offer 10 put

back the: fimetable of redun-

“ASTC -dancies. “The original daté for
other ,agreement had been set by the

_BSC, for. March - 31, but the

.duratmn ‘of .the sthke h_as jeo-

pardlsed this plan. S

_ Jagt .ihe fact: that much ‘had been -
‘smade-of ‘the ISTC's refusal 1o
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Bad weather and h'igh seas
yesterday prevented anti-pollu-
tion teams from tackling a
milelong oil slick which
threatens some ‘of the most un-
spoilt beaches in Greece.,

The threat followed the smk
ing on Saturday -afternoon of Y
Greek oil . tanker,
Serenade. It sank after explo-

o
- o

{sions ‘in ts ‘stern had -set it

ab'laze ‘and began spilling its
cargo. of 102,000_tons of crude
oil into 1he sea less than- two 4
miles off The pori of Pylos-in
the South Wfs‘e.m Pelo;mn;rese
The * _%arfk  shortly
aﬂerwards leavmg the oil
slick which za ‘Greek Merchant
Marine ‘Ministry : official - de-
scribed ‘yesterday as a ‘black

river in the sea. b’.:. Dk LT

Anti-pollution teams 1nc'lud
ing one from the Netherlands
arrived at the scene but have-
been able only to place a float-
ing barrier in an attempt 1o
contain the slick.

“We have all the materials
and equipment we need 1o
hand in Pylos, mcludlng an
airforce 'helicopter,” a . mer-
chant marine spokesman said.
“All we need now is !or the
weather to calm down

The tanker is ‘an ecological
time bomb which can -deposit
its cargo up -onto 1he. mearby
beaches at any time, just as
the tourist season .is beginning.
It had on board - more ‘than
enough oil 1o pollute” the
entire Gulf of Navarino, one of
the most beautiful regions in
Greece. ;A plan to site an in-
dustrial complex in fhe ,area
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The latest 'batdr of unem-
ploymenl ﬁgures tomorrow will
be around the 1.5 million mark
and will bnng little’ _hope to ;
the -Government, that a reduc- -
tion is on the way. .

Even though the number of
schoolleavers out of work is-
diminishing, the hard core of
unemployed is movmg 'steadily
up, particularly in the North,
{ Scotland and Wales.

The ﬁgures will lead to
further . pressure _from
TUC, and from the Opposition
¥or the Government to closely
examine”its manpower policies,
due 10 Dbe reconsidered -at ‘the
end of the mopthi 2% o 73

~The wunions will ‘be demand--
ing that they be renewed, and
will say that -job creation- has
allowed at least 200,000 people &
to be kept off 1the register.

Mr Len Murray, the TUC
general® secretary, said last
night ,that the unions would
not be Iooled by ulk of brmg

Latest jobless total: [
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Speakmg “to Dover l\em mc
Trades, Council, ‘he said thatfp hocL
the carrot had been the tax m-i ]ey in
" cenitive, ;and the.stick was be-{~ " gg
coming blgger rougher and i presigé
arper. Herb
Rel’errmg 10 the TUCs one- | Mich
day national strike on May 143 winaj
against the Employment Bill{The &
proposals Mr Murray declared { vited.
that the unions must not ‘allow
themselves-to be pushed by the
Tory ‘pariy’s. inadequacies’ mto
acceptm slmple,solutmns.

ok We Bo¥musl-leqrn the les-a
son -of - unify*-and | understang
that we ‘can ~only’ -assert; our 1B
rights and ' challenge ." inade-
quacy and ‘oppression- if we
stand together” he sard

na‘lwn. -3
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The West Indian cricketers
staged a 10-minute sirike yes-
terday 1o protest -against the
umpiring_in the Second Test
against New Zealand in Christ-
church.

Clive Lloyd and his team re-
fused to take the field after
the tea interval in response to
umpire ‘Fred Goodall’s refusal

| to give the New Zealand cap

tain, Geoff Howarth, out caught
behind ‘the wicket.

The players eventually
emerged from their “locked
dressing room .and agreed to

was~dropped -after Qauomli carry._on _after, hurried _con:

oulcry a few years tgo_.’ >,
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sultations bet“een thelr man
ager, Wilkie Rodriguez, and
New Zealand officials. -

But they spent the rest of
the  day engaged in what’
looked . suspiciously like -a
work-to.rule, moving ~ slowly
and producmg an extraordin-
ary number “of wxde del‘lvenes
and bouncers, -

‘Not surpnsmgly, ﬂ1ey dld
not ‘take another wicket. ‘How-~ " La#
arth, 68 when the West Indies Ffused
thought - he ;was -out, finished bad
the day on 141 and New Zea-' repll
Jand - were - wel ln control o! _problé
the match. = : " addel

“The First Test, whcn New * havi
Zealand beal the West Indies lngs
for the_ first_time_in_ ]l years,
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You may remember dropping me a
line at the end of January about
references in the press to the
unemployment figures which could
have been a leak.

With the February figures imminent,
you may like to know that I have
put round the attached reminder to
those who get advance copies of the
figures.

I look forward to having lunch.

e
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Reference

SECURITY OF ECONOMIC STATISTICS

1 The February unemployment figures will be circulated

shortly and this is a reminder of the need to maintain

strict security.

2 Last month there were references in 'The Guardizan'

and 'The Mail' which gave grounds for concern. (See

attached extracts.)

3 Although intelligent outside commentators could have
guessed that the January figures would show a substantial
increase, the detailed reference to the increase of
Scottish school-leavers is striking even although this is
a regular occurrence and in no way confidential. It is

not the sort of point that we expect journalists to meke

without prompting.

X BARNES
22 February 1980
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. By MICEAEL EDWARDS
Industriol Editor

AN zlarming increase in
unemployment, taking
Britain'’s workless total -
towards 1,400,000, is ex-
pecled o be announced
today. R

- At the same time Job oppor-
iunities &t the labour
eéxchanges are diminishing
rapidly, 3 - .

The situation fs likely to
WOorsen over the coming
months as the recession
deeprns—and us the natisnal
steel sirike bites into indus-
try's productive and expaxt
capacity.

The Government will argus
that §t hae consistently
warned that excessive
deals can only leag t9
lengthening dole queues,

Czsual

Last month's workless total
of 1.325458 }as been inflatsq
by three factors - :

Firms have shed- casual
stafl taken on for the Carist-
mas spen3ding spree : =

Thousands of Scottish
schoo! leavers, vho tradition- .

 ally leave a term Jaler than

in Enzlarnd, have bien throwa
on to the labour market ;
And some emplovers havs
been forced to reduce thair
sLafl 10 ineet the cost of heavy
pay s2ttlements. R e
Job creation messures are -
at present keeping more thesw
230.000 off the dole—but this
fipure will drop as syme
temporary employvment
schemes are phaseg out.




