CONFIDENTIAL
ING FLEL EGR AN
7z,

BY BAG
CONFIDENTIAL

FRCM: MADRID

To FCC telegram o © Saving of 4 Lug
Lisbon, Rome, Ankara, UKDEL NATC.

PAIN: THE IMFACT CF TERRCRIEM

. OSpain has been spared terrorist atrocities on the scale of
the Bologna explosion and political instability aggravated by
terrorism on the Turkish model. ETA (politico-militar)'s beach-
borbing campaign appears to have died out, having taken its toll
of tourist earnings. But the rival military wing of ETA has
stepped up its campaign of terror against the state. A succes-
sion of incidents in the last few weeks suggests that the
Government's efforts have achieved only limited success

2. ETA (m)'s campaign of intimidation and murder within the
Basgue country has not slackened. But a sensational variant was
introduced with the rotbery of nearly 8 tons cf high explosive
from an ill-guarded warehouse in tantander, and by the ambushing
of two Civil Guard convoys. In the seconcd of these ambushes,
which took rlace outside the Basgue country itself, one officer
was killed and at least %0 other Civil Guards escaped death only
because half of the charges placed failed to explode. And the
‘urtan terrorist orgenisation GRLFC, whose leadership the Govern-
ment claimed to have dismembered earlier this year, was almost
certainly responsible for an attempt to assassinate a General in
Madrid last week: the General was only lightly injured but his
bodyguard was killed.

3. The Government has put a brave face on this latest wave of
violence. The new Minister of the Interior, Sr Losén (recently

lMr Whitelaw's host), has some grounds for his recent claim that

pclice successes were reducing LTA's capability to sustain

continuous activity (though he rightly avoided suggesting that
——
the Government had got on top of ETA). He has also broken with

traditicn in criticising the vigilance cf the security forces

-

/themselves:
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Council of Ministers on the latest
their self-protection measures.
Government's special representative for
sqgue country, has telatedly met the
icoetxea, who has teen more forthright
terrorist viclence. But winning the

blic for the security forces remains a

4. The cool efficiency of the theft of such a vast quantity of
exprlosive pointed up continuing weaknesses in the Government's
response to ETA. It was also a knock to public confidence, even
terrorism has be feature of life in Spain for long
gh to du the sense of popular outrage at each new incident.

the public irrita v roadblocks and street searches but

diverted by holiday-making, ETA's insolent successes have
L esBut Ehe

&
pltc sustained efforts and some signs
o

Government's sto

urity eamong Bascque politiclans must
Government which has yet to emerge from

bad patch n other cocunts. Foliticians to the kight of the
governing UCD find ready ears with their facile calls for the
law to be ent i and authority restored. There is evidence that
the Chiefs © off are concerred that the explosives now in
ETA's hands wi increzse the terrorists' capability to attack
the armed znd security forces. Eut morale lower down remains high
and there is no siegn of the terrorists succeeding in provoking
military counter-action, within or cutside the Comstitution. This
is therefore one of the areas (high and rising unemyloyment is
another) where Suérez can expect increasingly searching guestions
from allies and Cpposition when pclitical life resumes this
sutumn. lNeanwhile his Government will continue its war cf attri-
tion in what still looks likely to be a long haul.
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