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7 October, 1980.

Portuguese Elections

As I have told Roderic Lyne on the
telephone, the Prime Minister has approved
for despatch the message to Dr. Sa Carneiro
enclosed with your letter to me of
6 October.
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Paul Lever, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWI1A 2AH
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According to provisional results, which will not be
materially affected by the counting of overseas votes etc,
the ruling Democratic Alliance in Portugal won an increased
majority in the General Election on 5 October,

=3

Full official results will not be available for about
a week, There may be a wrangle over the procedures for
Dr Sa Carneiro's re-appointment as Prime Minister (which
is certain). The Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary
recommends that the Prime Minister should send Dr Sa Carneiro
a short message of congratulations without awaiting developments.
You will doubtless recall that she sent him congratulations on
his previous victory at the polls in December 1979,

I attach a draft telegram to Lisbon. Please let me know
by telephone if it may be despatched. Lord Carrington will
at the same time wish to send messages to the other two party
leaders in the ruling Democratic Alliance.
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R (P Lever)
Private Secretary

M O'D B Alexander Esq
10 Downing Street
LONDON
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News Dept from the Prime Minister to Dr S4i Carneiro as soon as
PS
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Mr Fergusson Begins:
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3 Please arrange delivery of the following message

conveniently possible.

I send my sincere congratulations on the fine
victory by the Democratic Alliance at the elections
last Sunday. I look forward to continuing to work
closely together to strengthen the close and friendly
Copies 1o links which our two countries have enjoyed for so
long.

Ends.

Please report delivery by telegram.







