. PRIME MINISTER

Lisbon telegrams 247 and 248 of
14 December 1980 refer to the appoint-

ment of a new Portuguese Prime Minister.

The Foreign Office are anxious to
deliver a message of congratulation
early tomorrow morning. A draft text
for your consideration is contained in

paragraph 2 of the second telegram.

/\/ﬁ/ﬂ@@[

N.P.G. Mitchell
(Duty Clerk)

14 December 1980
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APEOINTMERT OF KEw POQATUGUESE FRIME MINISTER

le | THIKK 1T IMPORTAKBT THAT BESSAZES OF CONGRATULATIONS FROM
YOURSELF AND THE PRIME MINISTER SHOULD BE DELIVERED QUICKLY, THERE
IS5 K0 KEED FOR US TC 4alY FCR THE OFFICIAL APPOINTMENT, | :
THINK THAT MESSAGES SHOULD BE DELIVERED TOMORROW MORNING IN WHICH
CASE 1T wOULD BE MELPFUL IF THEY COULD ARRIVE RY 193,

Ce A SUGGESTED TEXT FOR THE PRIME MINISTER’8 MESSAGE:

WUOTE. ¥AY | OFFER YOU MY WARMEST CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR ELECTION
AS PRESIDENT OF THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY AND ON YOUR SELECTION
BY YOUR PARTY FOR THE POST OF PRIME MINISTER. | LOOK FORWARD TO
WORKING WITH YOU IN THE FUTURE AND | HOPE THAT WE SHALL HAVE AN
EARLY OFPORTUNITY TO MEET, UNQUOTE.

3¢ YOUR OWi MESSAGE MIGHT BE ALOKG FOLLOWING LINESS

QUOTE, | WAS DELIGHTED TO LEARN THAT YOU NAVE BEEW ELECTED

PRESIDENT OF THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC APARTY AKD THAT YOUR PARTY

HAVE CHOSEN YOU TO BE THE NEXT PRIME MINISTER OF PORTUGAL,

| REMEMBER #ITH PLEASURE OUR MEETINGS LAST YEAR 1N LONDON AND

THIS YEAR IN LIS30K, WE SHALL LOOK FORWARD VERY MUCH TO WgKING ¥ T
YOU ARD YOUR COLLEACUES, UMQUOTE.

MORAN [COPIES SENT TO NO 10 DOWNING ST]
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APPOIKTHENT OF NEW PORTUGUESE FRIME MINISTER

i. THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE S0CHaL DEMOCRATIC PARTY LAST NIGHT
ELECTED DR FRANCISCO PINTO BALSEMAD FRESIDENT OF THE FARTY AND

DECIDED TO PUT HIS NAME FORWARD FOR PRIME MINISTER, THE FORMATION Lt

IF THE NEW GOVERKMENT 1S TO BE DISCUSSED ORN 15 DECEMBER BY THE
DEMOCRATIC ALLIANCE BUT THE CENTRISTS AND MOKARCHMISTS HAVE
ALREADY INDICATED THAT THEY CaAN ACCEPT BALSEMAD, PRESIDENT EANES
HAS ALREADY SAID THAT HE Wil ACCEPT WHMCEVER THE ALLIAKCE CHOUSE,

2. IT THEREFORE LOOKS vIRTuALLY CERTAIN THAT BALSEMAO WILL LEAD

THE NEXT BOVERNMENT, BALSEMAD SAID LAST NigHT THAT wOULD ONLY BE
FREPARED TO LEAD A STROKG GOVERKMENT, TO CONTINUE SA CARNEIRO’S POLIG
1ES. THIS MEANS I THINK THAT THE ONLY CIRCUMSTARCES IN WHICH HE

NOULD DECLINE TO FORM A GOVERNKENT wOULD BE IN THE UNLIKELY EVENT

OF A NUMBER OF SEN|OR ALLIANCE F | GURES REFUSING TO SErvE UNDER HIM,
FREITAS DO AMARAL LAST NIGHT REAFFIRMED, DESF{TE LAST MINUTE

PRESSURE FROM H{S PARTY, HIS DECISION NOT TO SERVE IN TME NEXT
GOYERNHENT,

3. RECOMMENDATION S OX MESSAGES FOLLOW IN MIFT,

MORAN
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