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MY TEL NO 38: CHAMGE OF SPANISH PRIME MINISTER

THERE MUST NOw BE AT LEAST A WEEK’S DELAY BEFORE THE 1SSUE OF
SUAREZ' SUCCESSOR 1S SETTLED. THE KING LEAVES TCMORROW FOR A THREE
DAY VISIT TO THE BASQUE COUMTRY AS SCHEDULED. THE UCD CONGRESS HAS
BEEN RESCHEDULED TO TAKE PLACE IN PALMA DE MALLORCA FROM &6-8
FEBRUARY, EVEN IF THE UCD CONGRESS RESOUNDINGLY ENDORSES A NEW
LEADER, THE KING MAY WANT TC COMDUCT FURTHER CONSULATATIONS BEFCRE
HE NAMES A CAMDIDATE FOR PRIMZ MINISTER., THE EARLIEST PARLIAMENT
COULD MEET TO TAKE A VOTE OF CCMFIDENCE 1S 19 FEBRUARY. THE KING'S
" VISIT TO THE US IS LIKELY TO BE POSTPONED,

2, MUCH HANGS CON THE IMPENDING PARTY CONFERENCE. CALVO SOTELO’S
CANDIDACY MAY NOW BE IN QUESTION AND SUAREZ HAS YET TO DISCLOSE HI3
HAND. THE WING OF THE UCD CRITICAL OF SUAREZ AND HIS NOMINATION OF

CALVO SOTELC HAS MADE IT CLEAR THAT THE CONSENSUS OF SUPPQRT CALVO
SOTELO OBTAINED IN THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING ON 29 JANUARY
(FROM WHICH SCME OF THEM WALKED OUT) WILL NOT NECESSARILY BE SuPPOR
RTED BY THEM AT THE PARTY CONGRESS. THEY HAVE DEMANDED THAT A WNJ438

OF LEADING MEMBERS OF SUAREZ’ GOVERNMENT SHOULD NOT RETAIN POWER

UNDER H1S SUCCESSOR, AND THZY WANT THE LEADERSHIP AND THE PARTY’3

PROGRAMME TO BE THRASHED GUT AT THE CONFERENCE. THE OQUTCOME CANNOT
AT THE MOMENT BE PREDICTED AND COULD CAUSE SURPRISES. FAILURE TC
REACH A CONSENSUS WHICH WILL STICK IN PARLIAMENT CCULD PRECIPITAT:
ELECTIONS, THESE COULD WELL GC AGAINST THE UCD. THIS PERHAPS PUTS

A PREMIUM ON UNITY IN PALMA,

3, THE KING'S CAUTICUS METHOD OF IMPLEMENTING THE CONSTITUTIONAL
PROCESS (MY TELNO 36) HAS WORKED AGAINST CALVO SOTELO, ALLCWING
THOSE OPPOSED TO HIS APPCINTMENT, BOTH INSIDE THE UCD AKD IN QOTHER

POLITICAL GROUPS, TC MAKE THEIR VOICES HEARD, IMPLEMENTING THE
CONSTITUTION, THE KING DULY RECEIVED IN TURN THE LEADERS OF THE
VARIOUS PARLIAMENTARY GROUPS, THIS GAVE THEM THE OPPORTUNITY TO
ADDRESS THE NATION 3Y TELEVISION FROM THE ROYAL PALACE GATES. FRO™

THIS |IT BECAME CLEAR THAT CALVO SOTELC’S APPOINTMENT MIGHT

EXACERBATE RATHER THAN EASE RELATIONS BETWEEN THE LEFT AND THE

RIGHT (MY TELNO 33).
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4, THE KING’S VISIT TO THE BASQUE CCOUNTRY INTERPOSES A BREATHING
SPACE, WHATEVER PROBLEMS CF SECURITY, PRCTOCCL AND POLITICS IT
MAY PCSE., HE HAS PROBABLY BEEN RIGHT TO ALLOW THE UCD TO SCGRT OJT
THEIR INTERNAL DISAGREEMEMTo> ABOUT THE LEADERSHIP THOUGH HE MAY
STILL FACE SOME TRICKY DECI3IONS NEXT WEEK. MEANWHILE HIS DECISION
TO STICK TO HIS VISIT TO THE BASQUE COUNTRY MAY BE INTENDED TO
ILLUSTRATE THAT THE SITUATION LOES NOT CAUSE HIM UNDUE ANXIETY.
INFORMATICN FROM VELL-PLACED ARMY CONTACTS OVER THE WEEKEND HAS
COMFIRMED OQUR VIEW THAT THE ARMY, WHATEVER THEY MAY FEEL ABOUT THE
KING’S VISIT TO THE BASQUE CCUMTRY, ARE NCT CONSIDERING UNCONSTITUF

IONAL ACTION,

5, THE UNRAVELLING REPORTED ABCVE INTRODUCES A NEW AND DISTURBING
NOTE OF UNCEZRTAINTY.SUAREZ' REMOVAL, EVEN IF IT PROVES TEMPCRARY,
HAS UNDOUBTEDLY PRECIPITATED A MAJOR CRISIS IN THE UCD, IN THE
RELATIONS CF SPAIN’S POLITICAL PARTIES AND IN THE STABILITY OF
SPAIN?’S STILL FRAGILE IKSTITUTIONS.

PARSONS

/’C!o/.)n’/"z" e

e 2

>

COS NI
| L - (%5 ¥ 1 A
b B o siuer Duts 25 (4™




