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The Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary was interviewed

about the Washington talks by Sir Robin Day on 'The World at bﬁf‘

One' on 4 March. One of the questions was about a possible g

British offer to mediate in the E1 Salvador civil war. I

enclose a copy of Lord Carrington's reply. The question led

on to the initiative attempted by the German Government which

appears to have been unsuccessful.

It is possible that this exchange may lead to misleading
speculation that Britain may at the next EC Foreign Ministers
meeting be_ proposing some sort of mediation by the EC in E1l
Salvador. We consider that the situation in EI Salvador is at
present too sharply polarised to offer any prospect of a favour-
able mediation: even if this were not so, there are other
countries (eg Mexico, Costyg Rica and Panama) who would be better
placed than the EC to bring the two sides together.

However we intend to discuss the situation in E1
Salvador within the Political Cooperation framework. It is on
the agenda of the Political Committee on 10/11 March and the
Germans will no doubt wish to give an account of their
unsuccessful mediation attempt.

We are issuing appropriate guidance to posts.
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RD: But how does one prevent the step of
escalating into a situation where you have more
after an adviser has been killed, and so on

previous history?

Lord C: I dont think the Americans lave any intenti
As T said, it was very clecar to me ihat they undersi
ithe dangers. After all, nobody would understand it

Mr Haig. He was in Vietnam himself.

RD: Why doesnt the British Government offer t

El Salvador civil war?

L.ord C: Ve , I think we nmust have a discussion in Furope about

\

in our Political Cooperation, As you know the German government

has Leen sceking to mediate without much success, and i iyhe

)

al tLhe

moment there is no prospect of suecess. But we shall be meeting

Furope shortly the Foreipgn Ministers
I A !

, and I hope that e may jie

be able to devise something on those lines which may be uvwseful,

It miay not be possible to do it yet, but certainly its something

cught to be thinking about.

tD: But the Prime Minister told the lHouse of O

that the British Government had not becen informed of any West

initiative,

Lord C: No we weren't informed of it, - but 1 rcad about it in

and 1 kpow it happenced.

What is the nature of that initiative?

Lord C T think the Germans were trying to get the two

>

Gert

the

togethcer

in order to sce vwhether it was possible to come to some deniocratic

colution in Salvador. I think they failed. 1 dont think that

found it possible at the prescent time. But it

rmething on those lines were possible,” perhaps

optimistie at the nenent 1o suppese thut it is;

Lrying,

they

1his



( ith the repol
son that a political

solution?

lord € Thats always so isnt it. Nolbody wants to
settled by force, and the amount of violcnce going
the present time is appalling. So anything that
to Liring it to : end must be worth trying to do
moment think that e situalion sut
very likely thi that kKind of pirop I will b

{o ¢cither side. But thats no reason lor not Ltrying.

RD: The lcader of the opposition in the C
asked why the Prime Minister doesnt condomn A
shhe does Conmunist intervention in k1

to that guestion?

Lovd C: The difficulty abiout that sort of a
dont support those who are trying to d
mist subversi : you ure doing
infiltration and the Jeft wing win.,
with the very difficult problem,
of which, as Mr Haig says, they dont
see the problems of human righis as
a situation arise in which the whole o i loor is destabilised
by the Cubans and by the Soviet Union. think what liey have done
is right, What t1hey have done is 1o sayv ycs we will clp you, nt
we cxpect vou Lo have ver y much more ropard for hun
=

lemocratie processes in Salvador than you are doing at

KD Sécretary of State, do you rcpard ¥1 Salvador

jtmerica as a good place Lo choose as a test of will fo standing up

against Cowmunist activity?

Lord C: Well you see you are speaking, arent vou, sit
Rroadcasting House rather a long way from central The

are speaking in Washingtlion very much conecrned ith wha happening
on the continent, on their own continent, and very wuch worrieced
2bout whats happening on their backdoor. They have

liave heen trying to do. They have been worricd

Cuba, and 1 think that they fecel that n thei

ovn licokdd Yy are weak and allow i ort









