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Thank you for copying to me your letter of 4 March to John Rhodes
about Friday's meeting.

This gives me an opportunity to raise a problem which frequently
arises from Mr Parkinson's being both a Cabinet Minister and.Chairman
of the Party. The papers for the meeting (the minutes of; ¥'& 3/March
from Lord Cockfield and Mr Hurd) had been circulated on the Private
Office net and had come here. The meeting arrangements were made with
Mr Parkinson's Office at Smith Square. They, of course, had no access
to the papers and did not know of their existence. We had no idea the
meeting was taking place.

I wonder whether I could ask you, and the other Private Secretaries

at No 10, to ensure that whenever Mr Parkinson is invited to a meeting
involving papers which have been circulated via Private Offices, we are
at least told that the meeting is to take place? We can then make sure
that Mr Parkinson has a complete set of the papers on the subject (and
even perhaps some briefing).
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