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Thatcer sBit
Of Pressure
Angers Reagan

Margaret Thatcher tried a bit of
diplomatic blackmail -on - President
Reagan during her recent visit to
Washington. It was .the best-kept

Thatchers httle power play ‘was

- confided to ‘my associate Dale  Van

Atta by sources familiar with the
incident. They said she succeeded
only in getting Reagan’s Irish dander
up. Here’s the story:

The British occupy a strategic lit-
tle piece of earth that straddles the
smuggling routes into-southern Mex-
ico. It’s called Belize, and it’s tucked
under Mexico's big toe.

The toe -is heavily infected with
Marxist revolutionaries who are bid-
ing their time until Mexico becomes
ripe for revolution. Given the raging

.inflation and rampant corruption

that afflicts Mexico, this could be all
too soon.

However determined Reagan may
be to stop a Marxist takeover in El
Salvador, he is 10 times more con-
cerned about Mexico. He does not

want the lurking revolutionaries,

therefore, to get arms from Cuba.

secret of a supposedly chummy con-"-
“fab. -

“Happily, the most convenient smug-
-gling routes through Belize have
been effectwely blocked by the Brit-
ish.

Thatcher was aware-of all this as

" she -enplaned for Washington. But
she.also had a worry of her own, a
fear that Argentina still has designs

on the Falkland Isiands. ‘So she tried

1o -persuade Reagan not 1o resume

sales of US. arms to the Argentines,
whose arsenal was badly depleted by--
their disastrous attempt-o-seize the_ .

_ Falklands last year. -, .o 7,

So -under Thatcher’s tutelage‘

British officials coyly informed their
U.S. hosts that Britain was “willing

to keep troops in.Belize? -as long .as

the - arms  embargo. -on Argentina
stayed in effect. The implication was
that the British ‘might pull out if
Thatcher didn't get her way. :
White House sources reported
that the president -was infuriated b

this “obvious blackmail”-- -~ -

‘Though the "British gamson .in

Belize s small, it-has-been essential * -
in ‘limiting the flow of Cuban arms’

through Belize to the Marxist rebels
in the Mexican toe. “As long as the
British stay -in Belize, they and the
United States will be able to prevent
large shipments of arms from Cuba
reaching the rebels in Mexxco, an

intelligence source explained. -
There’s also another reason Rea-

gan wants the British troops to stay:

their presence will discourage.the

neighboring Guatemalans “from in-
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vadmg Behze ‘which they ¢
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‘Jongs-to them, ~ - —.'f'~:‘

top_secret CIA re rt warns'
that Guatemala would inv horg

_ly after the British pulled out. Thg

'lca. - — s

result would be carnage on an appal¢-
ling scale. Guatemala’s rulers .are :
notoriously anti-black, and a la:gé
percentage of Belize’s 143,000 inhdb- i
itants is either black, creole or Gﬁp J
funa, a black-Indian mixture. ¥
-Reagan -doesn’t want to risk ‘*he"
slaughter -of 'the  black - populatign?®

" But he ‘also doesn’t want ‘to offen
‘Guatemala, whose good will is wseni”'

tial .to -his efforts-to subdue "theb
‘Marxist revolution .in-Central Améfa

P e R e e g

It was this situation that Thatchef"

.tned 1o exploit. The -attempt faﬂe&

but it left a sour taste. As one souree»
explained, the United States sert

the British millions of dollars woi’tlf“‘,‘
of arms during the Falklands war™
and had to redeploy NATO fomw’“
cover the loss of British ships. 21817

Polygraph Puzzle:: The: admmw

istration seems determined to fervats'

out leakers—or intimidate. potenﬁxbv

\ leakers—by giving polygraph. testarti:

more than 4 million government -em-~":
ployes who have acoess to classlﬁed“
information. o
However, a still-secret rev:ew‘pre-l v
pared for Rep. Jack Brooks (D-Tex.)r:
by the -Office of Technology Assess<’

 ment has found little evidence that=

polygraphs ‘would be useful for plugu‘
ging leaks. e T brus
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