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TO IMMEDIATE LISBON

TELEGRAM NUMBER 100 OF 26 APRIL

ACCIDENT AT VALONGO

1. PLEASE PASS THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE URGENTLY FROM THE PRIME
MINISTER TO DR SOARES.

BEGINS: I WAS DEEPLY DISTRESSED TO LEARN OF THE SERIOUS ACCIDENT
WHICH OCCURRED AT VALONGO NEAR OPORTO TODAY. FOLLOWING MY
RECENT VISIT TO PORTUGAL AND THE WARM WELCOME AFFORDED TO ME I
FEEL PARTICULARLY SADDENED BY WHAT HAS HAPPENED AND ASK YOU TO
ACCEPT MY DEEPEST SYMPATHY. I AM ALSO SENDING A MESSAGE TO ENG.
PAULO VALLADA, THE MAYOR OF OPORTO. ENDS

2. PLEASE ALSO PASS FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM PRIME MINISTER TO
MAYOR OF OPORTO.

BEGINS: SO SOON AFTER MY VISIT TO YOUR BEAUTIFUL CITY I WAS
SHOCKED AND SADDENED TO LEARN OF THE TRAGIC ACCIDENT AT VALONGO
THIS MORNING. PLEASE CONVEY MY SINCERE SYMPATHY TO ALL WHO HAVE
SUFFERED THE LOSS OF LOVED ONES OR INJURY. ENDS
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWI1A 2AH

26 April 1984
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You asked for advice on the desirability of the
Prime Minister sending messages of sympathy to Dr Soares
and the Mayor of Oporto following this morning's
accident involving a bus and train at Valongo near
Uporto.

We have checked the agency story with our Embassy
in Lisbon and the facts appear clear. The collision,
some 12 miles east of Oporto, has resulted in 20 - 30
deaths with many others, who are seriously injured,
receiving treatment in nearby hospitals.

In view of the Prime Minister's recent return from
Portugal the Ambassador warmly supports the proposal

for such messages, which could be delivered throueh his channels.
I enclose a draft telegram.
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(R B Bone)
Private Secretary

F E R Butler Esq
10 Downing Street
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10/1. Please pass the following message urgently from the Prime
HaManaster to Dr- Soares. -
12 BEGINS: I was deeply distressed to learn of the serious accident
13 which occurred at Valongo near Oporto today. Following my
14 recent visit to Portugal and the warm welcome afforded to me I
15 feel particularly saddened by what has happened and ask you to
16 laccept my deepest sympathy. I am also sending a message to Eng.
17 Paulo Vallada, the Mayor of Oporto. ENDS
1642 . Please also pass following message from Prime Minister to
19 Mayor of Oporto.
O BEGINS: So soon after my visit to your beautiful city I was

shocked and saddened to Learn of the tragic accident at Valongo
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thiis ‘morning. Please convey my sincere sympathy to all who have

S

suffered the Loss of Loved ones or injury. ENDS
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A J Coles Esg
Private Secretary
10 Downing Street
London SW1
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BRITISH EMBASSY,
LISBON.

8 May 1984

k PN

3

~ I enclose a letter from Dr Mario Soares to the
Prime Minister which I have been asked to convey. As I
have already reported to you in my letter of 2 May,
Dr Soares was clearly very touched by the message
inscribed for him by the Prime Minister on her photograph.




British Telecom telegram, 02 May 1984/1252

.ZC CLM5149 LIA745 GCT918 P7034 1040
GBXX QO PCLX 129
CPORTO TELEX 129/119 2 1228

The Rt. Hon. Margaret Thatcher FRS MP
10 Downing Street To fee .
LONDON

A.J,c...z. :

Your excellency,

I was greatly touched by the expression o%izmpathy for the victims of the
tragic accident that occurred at Valongo. It was indeed a further gesture

/words unreadable/ to all those who had the privilege
of coming into contact with your excellency during the short visit you paid
to the city of Oporto.

In this connection, I should like to reaffirm to your excellency that you may count on me
to do my utmost to strengthen and tighten the bonds of ancient friendship existing
between our two countries, in particular the north of the country where the

British colony is distinguished by its entrepreneurial prestige and

dynamism.

/Complimentary close/ M

Paulo Valada,
Chairman of the City Council
of Oporto
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TELEGRAM NUMBER 156 OF 27 APRIL 1984

YOUF TELK G 100 OF 26 APRIL: ACCIDENT AT VALONGO

1., | PASSED THE PRIME MINISTER'S MESSAGE IMMEDIATELY O RECEIPT TO
DR SOARES'S PRIVATE SECRETARY. HE WAS MOST GRATEFUL AND ASSURED ME
TEXT WOULD BE SHOWN TO SCARES AS SOON AS HE RETURMED TO HIS
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2, MESSAGE TC MAYOR OF OPORTOQ WAS ALSO PASSED IMMEDIATELY PY
TELEPHOME ANL CONF IRMATOPY TEXT DELIVERED BY HWM CONSUL, OPOFRTO.
| HAVE SINCE SPOKEN TC THE MAYCE WHC WAS MUCH TOUCHETL,
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Thank you for your letter of 26 April to
Robin Butler.

As I told you on the telephone yesterday
evening, the Prime Minister agrees the draft

messages to Dr. Soares and the Mayor of Oporto
which were attached to your letter. I should
be grateful if you would aramnge for them to
be transmitted as soon as possible.

David Barclay

Roger Bone, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.




