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MY TEL NO 502: CHERNOBYL NUCLEAR ACCHDENT: SOV:ET RESPONSE

1. ) WAS SUMMONED TO THE SOVJMET MFA AT 2000 LOCAL THiS

EVEN:NG, 30 APRL, BY FIIRST DEPUTY FOREHGN MINISTER KOVALEV.
KOVALEV HAD WiTH HIM PETROSYANTS (CHAIRMAN OF THE STATE COMMITTEE
FOR THE PEACEFUL USE OF ATOMIC ENERGY) AND YAGODIN (MdN:ISTER

FOR HIGHER EDUCATUON). THAS HIGH-POWERED TRIO HAD CLEARLY

BEEN [INSTRUCTED BY THE SOVMET LEADERSHIP TO CONDUCT A BELATED
PUBLJC RELAT-ONS EXERCISE TO ATTEMPT TO RESTORE SOVIET
CREDUBILITY SEMICLN AND TO RETR4EVE THE DAMAGE DONE BY THE
CHERNOBYL EPJSODE TO THE SOV/IET UNION'S fINTERNAT/ONAL
REPUTATHON. THE MAUN POINTS i OUR DiSCUSSION, WHICH LASTED FOR
FORTY FUVE MINUTES, WERE AS FOLLOWS.

2. KOVALEV SAUD THAT A FURTHER STATEMENT BY THE SOVHET
GOVERNMENT WOULD BE PUBL:ASHED TONIGHT GIVHNG MORE DETAILS

OF THE AFTERMATH OF THE CHERNOBYL ACGHDENT (ilT HAS NOW
APPEARED ON TASS - TEXT WA MIFT). DUE TO MEASURES ALREADY
TAKEN BY THE SOVUET AUTHORNTIES, THE LEVEL OF RADIOACTHVATY
M THE VMC/N4TY OF CHERNOBYL HAD SUBSTANTWALLY SUBSHDED. T
WAS BEING CONSTANTLY MEASURED. THERE HAD BEEN NO CHAVW
REACTAON /N THE CHERNOBYL PLANT AND THE REACTOR A WHICH THE
ACCHDENT HAD OCCURRED WAS '"i# A SUBDUED STATE''. THE
CASUALTY FUGURES PUT OUT BY FORENGN NEWS AGENCHES WERE
ENTIRELY 'INCORRECT: ONLY 2 PEOPLE, KOVALEV REAFFIRMED,

HAD BEEN KL LED. 197 HAD BEEN HOSP4TALUSED AND OF THESE
ABOUT_50 HAD SINCE BEEN DISCHARGED. ALTHOUGH THE SOVIET
GOVERNMENT UNDERSTOOD THE ANX#ETHES AROUSED BY THE ACC/DENT,
THERE WAS NOW NO CAUSE FOR CONCERN. LIFE i KJEV AND WS
SURROUNDING DISTRICTS WAS NORMAL: FACTORIES AND FARMS WERE
FUNCTONING AS USUAL. THE SOVIET AUTHORITMES RECOGNISED THE!R
RESPONSIBILITY TO PROVIDE MEDICAL CARE FOR ALL WHO MIGHT

NEED IT, «/NCLUDING FOREWGNERS. HE REQUESTED ME TO REASSURE THE
BRITSH GOVERNMENT THAT ALL WAS NOW WELL: HE SAID THIS, AS HE
WOULD BE SAY.NG TO OTHER AMBASSADORS, ON THE D-RECT (INSTRUCTHONS

OF THE SOVJET LEADERSH(PCONHDENTlAL s




3. PETROSYANTS THEN MADE A MORE CONTENTiIOUS STATEMENT,

ARGUING THAT REPROACHES (:INCLUDING THAT WHJICH ¢ HAD

VOICED TO SUSLOV EARLIIER «N THE DAY) ADDRESSED TO THE

SOVIET GOVERNMENT WERE UNJUSTHFIED, THAT FORE/IGN REACT.|ONS

WERE OVERDRAMAT:ISED AND BASED ON RUMOURS, AND THAT THE

SOV.IET HANDL.ING OF THE CHERNOBYL :NCDENT HAD BEEN ENT{HRELY
CORRECT. (IiT HAD TAKEN THE AMERI|CANS SEVERAL MONTHS TO DISCLOSE
THE DETAILS OF WHAT HAD OCCURRED AT THREE MILE |SLANDs AND AN
ACCOUNT OF THE W:NDSCALE ACC{DENT «N 1957 HAD NOT EXACTLY BEEN
RELEASED ''ON THE FOLLOW/ING DAY''. THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT'S
OFFER OF ASSISTANCE HAD BEEN NOTED W!ITH GRAT:#TUDE BUT THE SOVAET
UN.ION DiSPOSED OF ALL THE EXPERTWSE AND TECHNOLOGY NECESSARY FOR
DEALJNG WrlTH THE ACCi{DENT AND TS AFTERMATH AND NO OUTStDE

HELP WAS REQUIRED.

4. YAGODIN THEN SAID THAT RADIATHON LEVELS FOR KiEV

AND ELSEWHERE WERE BE;ING CONSTANTLY MONITORED AND MED:CAL
CHECKS HAD BEEN OFFERED TO ALL LOCAL :INHABJITANTS. THIS
FAC:ILITY WAS READJLY AVAILABLE TO FOREIGN STUDENTS AS WELL.
RAD|ATON CHECKS ON PEOPLE WHO HAD BEEN EVACUATED FROM THE V:ICilMNITY
OF THE ACCHDENT SHOWED THAT THEIR DOSAGE WAS ''LOWER THAN

THE PROFESSIONAL NORM, NAMELY 0.0075 MILL:I—RONTGENS PER HOUR''
AND BY YESTERDAY, 29 APRIL, HAD FALLEN TO ZERO. HE, T0O,
URGED ME TO REASSURE OUR STUDENTS, WHOSE DEPARTURE HE VERY
MUCH REGRETTED. KOVALEV ADDED THAT OUR STUDENTS COULD BE

GIVEN MEDICAL CHECK-UPS AT THE MOSCOW POLYCL:JN:C FROM

0900 ONWARDS ON 1 MAY AND + WAS ASKED TO BRING THIS

FACILATY TO THEIR ATTENT4ON. (THE MFA HAVE SHMNCE TELEPHONED
TO SAY THAT THESE MEDICAL CHECKS ARE TO BE COMPULSORY FOR

ALL THOSE WISHING TO FLY OUT).

5. N ANSWER TO MY QUESTHON, PETROSYANTS SA#D DiRECTLY
THAT THE FiRE :IN THE REACTOR WHERE THE ACCADENT HAD
OCCURRED HAD ?EENYEXTLNQUFSHED.
6. AT VARIOUS PXINTS ¢iN THE Di{SCUSSION :I: STRESSED THAT

FRANK DISCLOSURE BY THE SOV:ET AUTHORITIUES AT THE OUTSET

COULD HAVE AVERTED THE ANX/IETIES AND CONCERNS WHICH iNEV. TABLY
PROL.IFERATED ONCE THE ACCJDENT HAD BEEN DETECTED FROM

QUTSHDE THE SOVMET UNION: AND THAT THE RESULT:ING LOSS OF
CONFI|DENCE, FOR EXAMPLE BY FORE:GN STUDENTS, WAS PROBABLY
WRREVERS!IBLE. : DI:SPUTED PETROSYANTS' PARALLEL BETWEEN
CHERNOBYL AND THREE MILE I SLAND/WINDSCALE, POUNT:ING OUT THAT
fHE LATTERHACCWDENTS HAD NOT AFFECTED ANY OTHER COUNTR:ES.

il ALSO MADE T CLEAR, WHILE WELCOMING THE SOV.IET DEC:SIION

TO RELEASE FURTHER DETA{LS OF WHAT HAD HAPPENED, THAT WE STiLL
EXPECTED DETAILED ANSWERS TO THE SPECHF:C QUEST:ONS WH(CH ¢« HAD
TRANSMITTED TO THE MFA EARLHMER (N THE DAY. THIS SHOULD BE
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THE BEGINNANG OF A DFALOGUE N THE WNTERESTS OF FUTURE
NUCLEAR SAFETY, AND NOT THE END OF iT. & THANKED THOSE
CONCERNED FOR THE COOPERATHON WHICH HAD SO FAR BEEN SHOWN

BY THE‘SOVJET AUTHORITUES I ENABLANG OUR STUDENTS TO LEAVE
KAEV AND MINSK ONCE THEY HAD DECIDED, OF THEIR OWN FREE wiLL
AND WITHOUT ANY URGHENG FROM US, TO DO SO.

7. +F YOU SEE NO OBJECTH.ON, « PROPOSE TO ARRANGE FOR ALL
OUR DEPARTHNG STUDENTS, WHEN THEY ARRHWE ‘N MOSCOW TOMORROW
(1 MAY) TO BE iINFORMED OF THE CONSHI/DERATIONS PUT FORWARD BY
KOVALEV AND HIS COLLEAGUES. THIS WiLL NOT BE DONE tN ANY
WAY WHICH COULD BE SEEN AS AN ATTEMPT TO sNFLUENCE THE
STUDENTS' DEC!S:|ON OR TO EXCULPATE THE RUSSIsANS: BUT
THINK T WOULD BE WRONG NOT TO SHARE W.ITH THEM ALL THE
INFORMAT\ION AVAILABLE TO US, ANCLUDING WHAT THE RUSS:IANS
HAVE NOW TOLD US. I SHALL BE VERY SURPRISED, N ANY CASE,
& T CUTS MUCH WCE WATH THEM. N THIS CONTEXT & SHOULD BE
GRATEFUL FOR URGENT EXPERT COMMENT (DESKEY 0600Z ON 1 MAY) ON
THE RADJ{AT:ONS DOSAGE CJTED BY YAGODUN (PARAGRAPH 4 ABOVE).
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