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FM MOSCOW

TO DESKBY 061430Z F C 0

TELNO 5S4k

OF 0613457 MAY 86

INFO PRIORITY STOCKHOLM, PARIS, WARSAW, BONN,
INFO PRIORITY WASHINGTON, UKMIS VIENNA,

NUCLEAR ACC/IDENT /N CHERNOBYL: ROUND UP OF SOVIET STATEMENTS
AND COMMENT.

1. OUR TELNOS 490, 499, 509 AND 516 REPORTED N FULL THE
TEXTS OF THE FOUR CONSECUTIVE DAILY STATEMENTS BY THE

SOV.LET GOVERNMENT ON THE CHERNOBYL ACCUDENT. T MAY NOW

BE USEFUL TO REVIEW THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT'S HANDL{ING OF
PUBLICITY FOR THE ACCIDENT TO DATE, (IN THE STATEMENTS, AND -IN
SUBSEQUENT OFF:IC/IAL REPORT AND COMMENT 1IN THE SOVIIET MEDIA.

2. THE FIURST OF THE FOUR GOVERNMENT STATEMENTS, WAS

RELEASED BY TASS IN THE EVEMING OF 28 APRIL (MONDAY), BUT
FIRST APPEARED (N THE SOV:IET PRESS :IN THE FOLLOWING EVENING'S
IZVESTIYA. |T MERELY DJSCLOSED THAT THE ACCJDENT HAD TAKEN
PLACE AT CHERNOBYL AND THAT ONE REACTOR HAD BEEN DAMAGED.

I'T MENT\ONED MEASURES FOR THE ELJIMINATHON OF THE RESULTS

OF THE ACCIDENT, AND HELP BE|NG GIVEN TO VICTIMS. NO
INDICATHON WAS GIVEN OF NUMBERS OF PEOPLE /INVOLVED, OR

THE SER:OUSNESS OF THE:(R ‘INJURIES.

3. THE SECOND STATEMENT (OUR TELNO 499), WAS :SSUED ON

29 APR:L (TUESDAY), AND iIN EFFECT AMPLIFIED THE FiRST STATEMENT
WITH MORE DETAILS OF THE CAUSES AND RESULTS OF THE ACCiDENT.

IT REFERRED FOR THE FiIRST TJME TO THE ESCAPE OF RADIOQACTHVE
SUBSTANCES, WiTHOUT DESCLOS/ING THE VOLUME, DIRECT!ION OR

EXTENT OF THE ESCAPE. THIS STATEMENT ALSO DMSCLOSED FOR

THE FIRST TIME THAT TWO PEOPLE HAD DIED "4N THE ACCJDENT'',

A SECOND REFERENCE WAS MADE TO HELP FOR THE :/NJURED, NUMBERS
STH.L UNDMSCLOSED. THE LOCAL RADLOACT:|V:ITY LEVEL WAS SAD

TO HAVE BEEN 'STABILJ{SED’.

Lo THE THIRD AND FOURTH GOVERNMENT STATEMENTS, ON 30 APRiIL
AND 1 MAY RESPECTIVELY (OUR TELNOS 509 AND 516) REPORTED THAT
RADJOACT:IV:ITY LEVELS HAD DROPPED SEM|CLN 'BY 1-1/2 - 2 TIMES',
ACCORD:{NG TO THE 1 MAY STATEMENT. THE 30 APRIL STATEMENT

SAID THAT NO CHAIN REACTHON HAD TAKEN PLACE -IN THE RACTOR,
WHICH HAD BEEN 'SMOTHERED'. THIS STATEMENT REAFF [RMED

THAT 2 PEOPLE HAD D£D, AND GAVE THE NEW INFORMATHON THAT

197 HAD BEEN HOSP/|TALISED, 49 OF WHOM HAD LEFT AFTER EXAMINATION.
THE 1 MAY STATEMENT REFINED THIS WITH THE | NFORMAT.ON

THAT 18 PEOPLE WERE (N A SERIOUS COND|TION. T ALSO

CLAIMED THAT THERE WERE NO FORE|GN C.LTI:ZENS AMONG THE

VACTIMS .
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5. TASS REPORTED ON 1 MAY THE STATEMENT TO THE UM BY THE
UKRAINIAN REPRESENTATIVE. IN T HE MADE A STANDARD REBUTTAL

OF WESTERN SENSATIONALIST PRESS REPORTING, AND CLAIMED THAT THE
STATE OF THE WATER AND AR IN THE KIEV REGION EVOKED NO
CONCERN. HE ALSO STATED THAT THE RUSSIANS HAD OFFICIALLY
INFORMED THE |AEA OF THE ACCIDENT. HIS SPEECH WAS

REPORTED (I[N THE UKRA.IMNiAN PRESS ON 2 MAY, BUT NOT THE

CENTRAL SOVIET PRESS.

6. NO STATEMENT WAS MADE ON 3 MAY (SATURDAY). AN AUTHORISED
TASS STATEMENT ON 4 MAY, REPRODUCED (N PRAVDA OF 5 MAY,
CONVEYED THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT'S THANKS TO THOSE WHO HAD OFFERED
CONDOLENCES AND ASSUSTANCE, AND SA:D THAT FOR THE PRESENT,
SOVIET RESOURCES WERE SUFFICIENT TO COPE WITH THE CONSEQUENCES
OF THE ACC|DENT. THE STATEMENT ALSO REVEALED OFF:ICIALLY,
HOWEVER, THAT THE US SPECIAL ST |N RADIOLOGY, DR ROBERT GALE,
HAD ARR|VED FOR CONSULTAT:IONS, AND THAT THE GENERAL DIRECTOR
OF THE ‘|AEA, BL:IX, WAS COMiNG, AT THE «NVITATION OF THE

SOVIIET GOVERNMENT. ACCORDING TC TH:IS STATEMENT, WORK WAS
STILL GOING ON TO 'ELIMINATE THE RESULTS OF THE ACC/IDENT

AND HELP THE VICTIMS'.

7. THE TASS REPORT OF THE VIS4T BY RYZHOV AND L:GACHEV TO

THE AREA ON 2 MAY (FR:DAY) (OUR TELNO 522) CONTA/{NED

ONE SIGN|FICANT DEPARTURE FROM THE WORD-ING OF EARLIER
REFERENCES TO THE ACGHDENT. |T REFERRED TO WORK ON

THE 'LIQUIDATION OF THE ACCIDENT', RATHER THAN, AS PREV.IOUSLY,
TO LIQUIDATION OF THE CONSEQUENCES OF THE ACCIDENT. THIS

SEEMED TO SUGGEST THAT THE F{RE ‘N THE REACTOR HAD NOT BEEN FULLY
CONTA4NED BY LAST FRIDAY, 2 MAY. SUESEQUENT COMMENT HAS,
HOWEVER, REVERTED TO THE STANDARD FORMULA.

8. SOVIIET MEDA REPORTING OF ELTSIN'S REMARKS :IN HAMBURG

ON 3 MAY HAS AVOIDED ALL REFERENCE TO THE :INFORMAT-ION HE HAVE
WHICH WENT BEYOND THAT CONTAINED ‘IN THE OFFICIAL SOVHET
STATEMENTS. (FCO TELNO 397 REFERS). INSTEAD, HE WAS

MERELY REPORTED :IN STANDARD LANGUAGE, TO HAVE SAID THAT

THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT WAS DOING EVERYTHING POSSHELE TO
ELIMINATE THE RESULTS OF THE ACCHDENT.

9. IN PARALLEL TO THE PUBLICATION OF THE OFF:CIAL STATEMENTS,
THE SOVIIET MEDIA HAVE MOUNTED A V.IGOROUS COUNTER-OFFENSIVE

IN THE FORM OF ART:|CLES AND COMMENT DESIGNED TO H:.GHL:IGHT
HYPOCRISY, ALARMISM AND MALICE iN THE REACT:/ONS OF THE

WESTERN PRESS, AND, WHERE POSS:BLE, WESTERN GOVERNMENTS ESPEC|-ALLY
THE US AND THE UK. ON 2 MAY, THE MAIN EVENING NEWS PROGRAMME
BROADCAST INTERV:IEWS WITH STUDENTS RETURNING TO

THE UK FROM KJEV AND MINSK, AND THOMSOM HOL:I'DAY TOUR:ST .IN
MOSCOW., ONE TOUR:-ST AVERRED THAT THE DECIS:ON TO

REPATRI-ATE HIS GROUP WAS A ''PROVOCATION''. ONE STUDENT
LEADER WAS QUOTED AS CLAIMING, THAT 'THE BRITi(SH EMBASSY
INSISTED, N A MOST CATEGORICAL FORM' THAT HE LEAVE THE
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SOVAET UM.ION. DBRITISH AIRWAYS' RADIOACT:IViIITY CHECKS CN THE
STUDENTS AS THEY ENTERED THE PLANE WERE PRESENTED AS AN ATTEMPT
TO COMPEL THE STUDENTS TO CHANGE THEIR MINDS AND LEAVE
WILLINGLY., TASS |N ENGL4SH CARRIED THE SAME (| TEMS.

10. COMMENT IN PRAVDA, TASS AND ON TELEV:/IS{ON HAS PREDICTABLY,
PICKED UP THE WESTERN REPORTS OF THOUSANDS OF DEATHS, AMD
MADE CONSIDERABLE HAY. SEVERAL |TEMS ACCUSED WASH.(NGTON

OF LAUNCHING AN ANT.I=SCVIET CAMPAIGN /IN ORDER TO DESTRACT
PUBLIC ATTENT.ION FROM SUCH EVENTS AS THE LIBYAN CRiS#S, THE
NEVADA TEST AND THE DEPLOYMENT OF WEAPONS |IN EURCPE. A

TASS PIECE ON 3 MAY ALLEGED THAT THE PRHME MINIISTER WAS
DETERMINED, AT WASHINGTON'S BIDDING, TO MAKE AN <« SSUE OF THE
RUSS'IANS' EXCESSIVE SECRECY AT THE TOKYO SUMMAT N ORDER

TO INCREASE DIiSTRUCT FOR SOVJET ASSURANCES ON ARMS

CONTROL VERJFICATION. A SIGNED ART/CLE :IN PRAVDA OF 4 MAY,
HEADED 'UNREASONABLE ZEAL' CLAIMED THAT CIRCLES N THE

US AND NATO WERE TRYING TO PRESENT THE ACC/|DENT AS AN
YUNTERNATIONAL CRISHS', AND THAT THOSE WHO FAVOURED
PROLONGING THE ARMS RACE WERE US:{NG THE NC:IDENT TO POISEN
THE INTERNAT:/ONAL ATMOSPHERE. FOR «(TS PART, THE SOVIET UNION
WAS I'N FAVOUR OF COOPERATIION BETWEEN STATES :IN THE SPHERE

OF PREVENT:/ON OF NUCLEAR ACC:HDENTS. THIS PJECE AND OTHERS
HIGHLIGHTED THE NUMBER OF (INC:DENTS AT WESTERN ATOMIC

POWER STAT:ONS.

11. THE MAJN EVEN:ING NEWS PROGRAMME ON 4 MAY GAVE
CONS:IDERABLE AIRTJME TO THE CHERNOBYL INC:DENT, WITH FiLM
OF THE STRICKEN PLANT AND THE SURROUNDHNG AREA, SHOT FROU
HEL:/COPTER. THE DAMAGED BU.JILDING WAS SHOWN FROM THE
OUTS.IDE AND, TO CONTRAST, OTHER BUILD:INGS NEARBY WERE SHOWN
TO BE STILL JINTACT, :IN DEFIANCE OF WESTERN CLAIMS. NO
PEQPLE APPEARED TO BE ON THE STAT.ON'S TERRMTORY N THE
FiHM AS T WAS BROADCAST.

COMMENT

12. AS THE ABOVE RECORD MAKES CLEAR THERE ARE STILL A

NUMBER OF S:(GN|F:|.CANT OMJSSHONS IN THE (.NFORMAT:ON RELEASED

BY THE RUSS/|ANS SO FAR, ON THE ACCJ:DENT :I-TSELF, THEY HAVE NOT
PUBL:I'SHED FOR DOMEST.C CONSUMPT.LON ANY ACCOUNT OF WHAT
ACTUALLY HAPPENED AT THE PLANT. NO FJAGURES HAVE BEEN
VOUCHSAFED FOR RAD|ATWON LEVELS /N THE CHERNOBYL LOCAL:TY

OR SURROUNDKNG AREAS, ELTSIN'S DISCLOSURES /N HAMBURG

NOTW-I THSTANDING. T IS NOT YET CLEAR FROM OFF/ICIAL

STATEMENTS THAT THE F/(RE #N THE REACTOR S :IN FACT OUT.

13. NO -INFORMAT:/|ON HAS YET EMERGED ABOUT OTHER PARTS OF

THE SOVUET UMION WHICH MAY HAVE BEEN AFFECTED, NOR HAS ANY
ADM|SSION BEEN MADE N PUBLIC SOV/IET SOURCES THAT OTHER

EUROPEAN COUNTRIES HAVE BEEN AFFECTED AND HAVE TAKEN
PRECAUT'HONARY MEASURES TO PROTECT THEIR POPULAT:ONS.

THE NEAREST THE RUSS:'ANS HAVE COME TO AN OBLJI-QUE ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
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OF THIS WAS .IN THE BRIEF PRAVDA REPORT OF 2 MAY WHICH DESCR:|BED
KOVALEV'S MEETINGS Wi(TH AMBASSADORS, ‘INCLUD:ING MYSELF (My

TELNO 508 REFERS). ACCORDING TO PRAVDA, KOVALEV MERELY

'GAVE (INFORMAT:ION ON PROGRESS (N THE L/IQUIDAT-ION OF THE RESULTS
OF THE ACCUDENT', ON THE <AINSTRUCT:IONS OF THE SOVIET

GOVERNMENT .

14, THE SOVIET OFFICJAL PUBLIC REACTHON HAS THUS REVERTED TO
TYPE, COMBINING CHRON:IC UNW.ILL:iNGNESS TO PUBL/ISH MORE THAN
THE BAREST MINIMUM OF FACTS, WITH A HIGHLY DEFENS.VE
COUNTERBLAST AGAINST FOREGN CR/ITICS. THE RUSSIANS HAVE
DESPLAYED THE VERY TEMNDENCY TOWARDS 'DOS:HNG QUT' . NFORMAT (ON
AGAINST WH/ICH SHEVARDNADZE SPEC/|IF.CALLY INVE.IGHED N HiIS
SPEECH ON THE ANNIVERSARY OF LEMIN'S DEATH THREE DAYS BEFORE
THE ACC/DENT.

15. #IFT SUMMARISES THE STATEMENTS (N THE SOVIET PRESS
TODAY, 6 MAY.

CARTLEDGE

SOVIET NUCLEAR ACCIDENT COPIES TO:
L IMITED

PS/NO.10.DOWIING STREET "
gge D gg/MR RENTON M RICKSON, CABINET OFFICE
WED PS/LADY YOUNG ‘B PONSFORD g DOE, Romney House
EED PS/MR EGGAR F FEATES .
pecH PS/MRS CHALKER D KCRPHET ) p/pyrRcy, AE Division
CONS D PS/PUS B EAMPTON . Sesvices Div
NEWS D MR BARRINGTON M BARRIS ) DHSS, Healt ervi o
INFO D MR DEREK THOMA E RUBERY Hannibal House
e R GOOD$LL g}msm HSE NII, Thames House South
Egg (E) m? 22$?ORD S SEYMOUR, OT3/5C, DTI (Victoria Bt)

| G MEEKINGS ) wma¥F

R EATHAVWAY

D LEVEY,* URAEA

N BURTON British Council

J DUNSTER, NRPB, Chilton, Didcot

DR E.LAWRENCE DI 52, MOD

MR B.DONNELLY CABINET OFF ICE
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