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CHERNOBYL
SUMMAR Y

NEVW DETAIL ABOUT THE ACCIDENT AMD 4TS CONSEGL
BY ENERGY SUPREMO SHCHERBINA AT A

OF SOME WESTERN AND MNEUTRAL COUNTRIES. FULL
IAEA EXPECTED N JULY. SOMEWHAT INADEQUATE
Ol CONTROL OF FQOOLSTUFFS FROM THE CONTAMINAT

TODAY, 13 MAY, A BRIEFING
HE MFA, TO WHICH AMBASSADORS ¢
AND NEUTRAL COUNTRIES (UK, SPAIN, -LTALY,
HERLANDS, NORWAY, F{NLAND, SWEDEN, TURKEY, FRG,
RiA, DENMARK, LUXEMBOURG AND USA) WERE 4NV-IITED,
CONFERENCE WAS LED BY SHCHERBINA, WHO WAS SUPPORTED
M OF OFFUCIALS AND EXPERTS WHICH APPEARED AT
NFERENCE LAST THURSDAY (MY TELNO 548). TODAY'S
USUAL SOVAET PATTERN OF LENGTHY
ATEMENTS BY THE VAR4OUS OFFACHALS, BUT SOME TME
#AS ALLOWED FOR QUESTIONS AFTERWARDS.

2. GHCHERBINA OPENED THE PROCEED(NGS wTH A RR(EF AND
LARGELY FAMILIAR REVHEW OF THE CHRCUMSTANCES OF THE ACGJDENT
STRESS|ING, AS AT SEVERAL POINTS LATER IN THE CONFERENCE,

S comt SION WE NGT 1N POSSESS|ION OF ALL
£

THE TECHNICAL F/ SOM HE DETAJLS GAVE WERE
NEVERTHELESS NEW. THE EXPLOSION ITSELF WAS ATTRIBUTED TO
A CHEMICAL REACTION OF ZIARCONIUM AND VAPQUR :INSUDE ThE
REACTCGR. AS OF THiS MORNKNG, 13 MAY, HE STATED, NG MORE
RADIOACTIVE EMISSIONS WERE COMING FROM THE DAMAGED REACTOR.
THE TEXPERATURE NSIDE THE REACTOR WAS NOW 300-400 DEGRE
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ALSQO EXPRE

OFF1CIIAL OF THE
HYCRCMETECROLOGY, SEDUNOV, E} QOK OVER WiT
THY ACCOUNT OF THE MEASURES BE ING N TO HON
RADJOACT IVITY. N THE A4R, READIM ERE EEING T!
IOUS ALTHTUCES AND On THE GROU 8
PER 24 HOURS FOR OVERALL RADIATION,
S OF FALLOUT. SAMPLES. OF WATER, SOI(L
CONSTANTLY BEYNG ANALYSED. WEATHER
TIME OF THE ACCIDENT (HIGH PRESSURE
VIIRTUALLY NiIL PRECIPITATHON AND
BEEM FAVOURABLE, (N THAT THE MAJO
RACIOACTIVE FALLOUT HAD TAKEN PLACE
IN A STATEMENT LATER VIGOURSLY CHA
Y COLLEAGUES, SEDUNOV MAINTAGNED
FALLOUT D TAKEN PLACE QuTsH
AND THAT THE SQV
THIS "LATER',

tADIATIOH LEVELS
RADJIATION IN THE CHERNORBYL AREA HAD DROPPEL
ROM TS HIGH POUNT OF 10 T2 15 i%ILLIROENTGENS PE
STOOD AT 0.24 ¥{LLIRC CENS P HOUR, AT
THERE WERE NUMEEROQUS
=0s4 MILLAIROENTGENS
KOEV THIS
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READINGS W ENBE G TAKEK AT SiX

THE WESTERX EORDERS OF THE

UNETEN
{OACTIVITY LEV

LDAVHAY, ©0.07
, AND AT RAKHO TF CARPATHHAN OBLAST)
EXTREME SOUTH WESTERN UKRAINE) 0.25 WILLIRCENTGENS
THE [SOTOPE COMPOSiTHON OF THE FALLOUT WAS AS FOLLO
FITHIN THE AREA OF THE ACCIDENT, THE ENTIRE TABLE OF
CHEM|CAL ELEMENTS WAS DETECTABLE. OUTSHDE THE (MMEDIATE
AREA, THE MAJOR ELEMENT PRESENT (UP TO
OTHERS PRESENT WERE CAES-UM 137, 4ODINE
, FTRIYUM, BARIUM ANTHARNUM, RUTHEN UM 103 uM 132,
PERCENTAGE FIGURES FOR THE LATTER WERE
RESOURCES WERE GENERALLY SAFE, AND SHOWED

S STATEMENT THAT MO RADIQACT |VE
BORDERS

NOV
THE SOVIET HAD TAKEN PLACE WAS TAKEN
2Y My CANMADIAN AND SPAMNISH COLLEAGUES. AFTER
EVASIVE FOOTWORK HE MAINTAINED THAT WHAT HE HAD
THAT NO EMISSIONS WERE NOW TAKIMG PLACE. EASRLE
{OT BEEN SUBSTANT|AL. WHEN PRESSED AS TO
CH THE RUSSIANS BASED THiIS ASSESSMENT HAD
OTHER AFFECTED CCUNTRJES THROUGH BILATERAL C
VIiA THE UAEA, SEDUNOV STATED THAT THE ASSES
ON AMNALYS|S OF THE BEHAVIQUR OF THE RADIOACT.VE
SOVIET TERRITORY, AND THE FACT THAT THE MAJOR PART
FALLOUT HAD BEEN [DEPOS/|TED THERE.

ER

2. THERE HAD BEEN NO CHANGE IN THE GEMERAL LEVEL
RADIATION «IN MOSCOW, WHICH COULD BE ATTRIBUTED TO
THE NORTHERLY AR FLOW FOLLOWING THE ACCiIDENT.

18. I, AND M f DS AND SWED:ISH COLLEA
OPPCRTUNHTY TO X ANSWERS TO THE SETS OF
TECHNICAL TbESTiUHS WE HAD ARATE SUBM) TTED.

BY THE PANEL WERE DEFENS|VE 0 THE EFFECT THAT ALL AVAJLAELE
FORMAT ILON WAS ALREADY BE NG N, B EMENTS (N THE
PRESS AS WELL AS THROUGH IAEA, XPRE HE STRONG HOPE
THAT THE INFORMATION GIVEM By E RUSSIANS O S OCCASION,

USEFUL THOUGH T HAD B EGARDE
SOVIET AUTHORITIES AS SUBSTIHTUTE FOR

OUR QUESTIONS, WHI-CH REFLECTED OQUR

INTERESTS AND CONCERNS AND WERE NOT SUSCEPTIELE TO
TREATMENT, SHCHERBINA, THOUGH MORE FORTHCOMI
COLLEAGUES, WOULD NCT GO BEYONG SAYJING THAT THE
GIVEN TO THE (AEA WAS AVAJLABLE TO ALL

THAT THE SOVIET AUTHORITIES WERE READY TO A
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11. RADIOLGGICAL CHECKS WESE ZE "G HADE 0% FOODSTUF
[NCLUDING GREENS, COWING IN TO HOSCOM. MO CHANGES
BACKGROUND LEVEL HAD BEEN ¥ 0 \NY (TEMS.
SHCHERBINA HIMSELF STRESSED

THE ZONE OF CONTAMIMATION

TO A POINT PA(SEL

THAT MO #ILK WAS EEING

SAHD THAT ALL THE MiLX

12. BY SOVHET ST ARDS, THI(S 2 15 SESSION WAS A
FURTHER SMALL STE

MUD: O 1ML 'SED BEHAV LOUR T DD PRODMCE SOME NEW. | HFORMATICH

Vil 1= . v

AlD
P FORWARLS TOWARDS MORE SENS:BLE

BUT | WAS LEFT WITH THE CLEAR PR | THAT THE BRILEF{NG,
AND DR. BLIX'S RECENT V.I'SyT, wOULD EE USED BY THE RUSS'TANS

AS AN EXCUSE FOR NOT PROVAUDING ANSWEF 0 THE MORE DETAILED
QUESTIONS WHICH WE, THE DUTCH, THE SWEDES AND PROPABLY OTHERS

HAVE SUBMITTED: WE SHALL CONTINUE ) FOR THESE,

)

T

HE BRIEFING ALSO SHOWED THAT Tt WESTING 0 WHICH
SATISFACTORY ANSWER IS Y F
SHOULD FOCUS

ICULTURAL LAND NCRTH

SEVITY AND

CRTHCOM NG b ON wHICH

RY PROLUCTS
HAVE A LIJST
WE COu
S3UE
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CARTLEDGE

SOVIET NUCLEAR ACCIDENT
L IMITED

NED PS/NQO 10 DOWNI?G STREET
SOVIET D MR RICKSON
WED MR DONNELLY )CABINET OFF ICE

EED MR B PONSFORD
MAED MR F FEATES g DOE, ROMNEY HOUSE

F
CONS D
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HANN BAL HOUSE.
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