PRIME MINISTER'S SPEECH

ON

ON

20 SEPTEMBER 1988




.

'. PR\W\E P\\N\&TEO\l QEC_TQ

T ——

, ——
i~
oY ’ Y ovvne -K(,GLLENU&{@ |

EADIES A
Mmay I thank you for giving me the kEnmEmen

SO many Britisgh lives.




- Second, may I say what a Pleasure it is to (=)
speak at the College of Europe/under the

distinguished leadership of its Rector,

S
Professor Lukﬁngxski.

The college plays a vital and increasingly

important part in the life of the European

Community.

Third,) may I also thank you for inviting me

to deliver my address in this magnificent




hall .

What better place to speak of Europe's

future |[than in a building which so

gloriously recalls the greatness |that

Europe had already achieved over 600 years

ago?

city of Bruges has many other historical

associations for us in Britain.

Geoffrey Chaucer was a frequent visitor




here.

And the first book to be printed in the

English language/

wWas produced here in

Bruges/by William Caxton.

Britain and Europe

Mr Chairman, you have invited me to speak on

the subject of Britain and Europe.

Perhaps I should congratulate you on your



co—existence!

I want to Start by disposing of some myths

about My Country, Britain, and its

relationship With Europe.




Our links to the rest of Europe,




e s ———

Continent of Europe,

Our ancestorg - Celts, Saxons and

Danes - came fron the continent.












(ye Still bage

Nature of the individual%

our belief jn Persona} liberty and other

human rights,




Qquarrels,

Yet from our perspective toda

Strikes us most/is our commop €Xperience

ﬁ/surely what







liberation.







The European Community is one manifestation of

that European identity.










We havye looked also to Wider horizons

4S have Otherg -

that

’

prospered/;nd nNever will prosper/;s a

narrow-minded,

inward~looking Club,







But nor does that of France or Spain or

indeed any other member .

The Community is not an end in itself,

Nor is it an institutional device to

constantly modified according to the

dictates of Some abstract intellectual

concept.

Nor must it be ossified by endless

regulation.




or dArcane

€nergies op internal disputes/

institutional debates.

They are no Substijtyte for effective
















might be its model.

But the whole history of America is quite

different from Europe.

People went there/to get away from the

intolerance and constraints of life in

Europe.

They sought liberty and opportunity; and

their strong sense of purpose has, over

two centuries, helped create a new unity




and pride in being American - just as our (29
pride lies in being British or Belgian or

Dutch or German.

the first to say that on many great issues/
the countries of Europe should try to
speak with a single voice.

I want to see us work more closely on the

things we can do better together/than

alone.




€

Europe is stronger when we do so, whether
it be in trade, in defence, or in our

relations with the rest of the world.

But working more closely together/does not
require power to be centralised in
Brussels/or decisions to be taken by an

appointed bureaucracy.

5 }préﬁ?//
Indeed, /it is ironic that just when those












Policjeg which are

ineffective/gnd wWhich are right]

pPubl jc disquiet/

patently Wrong o
o

=




It was absolutely right to decide that

agriculture's S




financial detail/;

isseqd the Point,
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been
















for they will wWiden his choice/gnd

lower his Costs,
—_—




When those have been achieved

v/and sustained































NATO ang the WEU//

have long recogniseq







We must keep up public support for ———— —

nuclear deterrence,

remembering that

o -
obsolete Weapons do-net deter,

hence the

modernised.







At the same time, we must negotiate on

arms controﬁ/;nd keep the door wide open

to co-operation on all the other issues

covered by the Helsinkj Accords.

But let us never forget/ that our way of life,

our vision,/ and al}] that we hope to

defence.




On this We must never falter, never fail.

If we beljeve in it, we Must chart the way

ahead ang identify the next Steps.

That's what I have tried to 4o this

R

evening,




‘This approach gg§s7ﬁst require new documents:@:j
FIE ~ eral”

they are all there, /the North Atlantic

S—— N

Treaty, the Revised Brussels Treatyy/and

the Treaty of Rome% texts written by
far-sighted men, a remarkable Belgian -

Paul Henri Spaak - among them.

However far we may want to go,/ the truth is

S

that we can only get there one step at a

time.
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What we need now is to take decisionsjon the <j>

e

next steps forward |rather than let

ourselves be distracted by Utopian goals.
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Let Europe be a family of nations,

JU——

understanding each other better,
appreciating each other more, doing more
together /but relishing our national

identity no less|/than our common European

endeavour.




(&

Let us have a Europe which plays its full part

-

1n the wider world,/which looks outward
not inward, and which preserves that
Atlantic Community - that Europe on both
sides of the Atlantic - which is our

noblest inheritance and our greatest

strength.




