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Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWI1A 2AH

5 December 1988

)

Prime Minister's Visit to Poland: Remains of General Sikorski
| W O 5 Y
There is one matter we need to clear up which was not
mentioned in your letter of 6 November on follow-up.

During the press conference at the end of her visit,
and during her interview with Polish TV, the Prime Minister
was asked about the return of General Sikorski's remains
to Poland. 1In her replies (attached) she said that she
recollected that Sikorski's close relatives did not consent
to the removal; and that there were differences of view
both in Poland and in the Polish community in the UK. She
undertook to check on the relatives' wishes.

The Prime Minister is of course right about the
differences of view. But Sikorski's closest relative, his
wife (now deceased), stated in 1970 that she wished his
ashes to be moved to Poland. If you agree, we will tell
anyone who follows this up that the Prime Minister's
statement in the House of Commons on 7 March 1988 (attached)
remains valid. We will add that we will continue to
review the issue and that, as the Prime Minister said in
her interview with Polish TV, the time may one day come when
the ashes will be returned. If asked specifically about
Mrs Sikorski's views, we propose to confirm the facts and
add that this was taken into account when the Prime Minister
made her March statement.

I am copying this letter to Philip Mawer (Home Office).
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Private Secretary

(L Parker

C D Powell Esq
10 Downing Street
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X -- PRESS COBFERENCE - YARSAV, POLAED - 4 HOVEXBER 1988

QUESTIOH:
I was in Londan this year. 1 saw a ve interesting place,
the London Docklands, but what do you think/abaut changes in

Britain's cconomy during the last decade

PRIXE ilxlsfﬁgz

fherc have been great chaxges in Brita%n's economy.. The
standard of living is very much greater. Ye are going into about
aur eighth year of growth. Things.are g:qﬁing very fast at the
moment, perbaps a little foo fast, because inflation has been rising
again. At the moment,/as you know, it is nearly 6 percent which is
too high, and we will bhave to take steps to get it down, and because
we have Dbeen growi/g a0 féet.ﬂé hove been importing fao.ﬁnéANAnd the
stepé we have £ en to get inflation down wili also help to get thal

et ici o

But the growth is going well. Very high investmenl iu

British ipdustry and in_Britishfcommerce and all British services,

going well., I think it has had a good government for

QURSTION -

Primc Minister, you said twice that it is premature to
trapsfer Lhe rcmains of General Szikorskl (phon) té.Poland, but as
you ¥naw, a large part of Polish society as well as the Polish
Authority and the Pope and the Church in Poland expressed the wish
many times, also in London. Are you going to change your position

after thic wvisit to Poland?
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PRIXE XIXISTRER:
Yhen we are asked ahout thils, we do two things: we enquire

from the closest living relatives what are their wishes - and those

obvioucly count a great deal - and my ré;ollection is that

comparatively recently when 3&-enquired, that t@ey did not wish
there to be a transfer and I will check that again. And we also
underctand that there is s;me difference of Yiew in.Polqnd or in the
Polish community, and we tuok that into account.

So it is not a decision which necessarily endures faor ever.
It is onc which we do re-—examine from time to time in the way which
I have indicated.

¥e understand, obvicusly, why many pecople wish tﬁose remalns

to be transferred.

—

QUESTIOR:

Prime Minister, what emerged 1a practical terms from your
second session of talks with General Jaruzelski and linked with
that, if Poland sbauld succe in comling to an accommodatlion wilh
the International Monetar$ Fund, will that lﬂaa to Britain
lmredistely opcning new credits and joirnt ventures or will that
depend on politicgl advance as well, such as the recognition of

Solidarity? -

/
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g Written Answers

* - oroposal

Suolk: Closure of Little Beaiings Primary
School.

Suffolk: Closure of Crarsdeld C= Primary
School.

Barnet: Establish Hasmogean Preparatory Fet 1987
School as a Yoluntary Aided School.

Berksturs: Change of character of St 25 March 1987
3ernards Coavent Scaool from single-sex
l0 co—educational.

oudlication

9 Jaguacy 1987

(9 Jaguary (987

3 Apnl (987

gamauoa of Bishop 3 April 1987
Hatdeld Secondary School and Haeld
School.

Hertfordshire : Amalgamation of Marshalwrck
and Wheathamostead Secoadary Schools.

Hertordshire : Amalgamaton of Margare:
Dage and Hadham Hall Secoandary
Schools.

Saa(Tordshire: Reorganisation of Secondary
Schools in Burntwood.

Shroopshire: Closure of Ightfield CE Primary
Scaooi.

Saropsaire: Closure of Actoa Burnell CE
Primary Schooi

Lagcashire: Closure of Prsston Talbot RC
Primary School.

Oxfordshire: Amalgamation of St. Blajse (@)=
Primary and Milton Heights Primary
Schools.

Keat: Closure of Highfeid Secondary and
amalgamation of Warren Woods Boys and
Girls Schools.

Merton: Reorganisation of Councy, Primary,
Middle and Secondary Schaoois.,

Hamopshire: Closure of Weynill CE Primary
School,

Dorset: Ealargement of St. Mary’s RC
Combined School.

Lancashire: Establishment Of a2 new sixth
form centre and change of age-range of
Blackpool Collegiate and Blackpool
Greenlands High Schools. :

Hampshire: Amalgamation of Hill and
Ricadard Taunton Sixth Form Colleges

Statfordshire: Radonalisation of Primacy
Sducadon in Stoke-0a-Trent

StafTordshire: Ratonalisationg of Secondary
Schools in Stoke-on-Trent

Somerset: Closure of Chilcompton [nfants,
Chilcompton Juniors 204 Stratton-oa-the-
Fosse CE Primary Schools and
stadlishment of 2 new CE Primary
Scaool.

Wiltshire: Amaigamatiog of Westtnead Infan
and Junior Schools,

dampshire: Change dge-range of Purbrook
Park Councy Secoadary. School.

3 April 1987

10 April 1987

30 April 1987

8 Juge 1987

[l June 1987
[2 June 1987

12 June [987
(9 June 1987
3 July 1987
17 July 1987

30 July 1987

30 July 1987

7 August [987

7 Augusc 1987

23 August 1987

PRIME MINISTER

Security (Trade Unioas)

To ask the Prime Minister whag
been given to banning trade unions from
t2e Defencs [ntelligence Servies.

The P‘rimlz:.t'\fﬁnj.ster: None.

¥r. Dalyell: To ask the Prime Minister what is Her
Majesty’s Governmenc's policy towards trade umion
Wemoerstip In those sections of (a) the Home Offee, (b)
the Ministry of Defepce and (c¢) the Foreign and

Dare o/'--"

20 May (987

20 May 1987

30 July 1987

/"./.\' :

71

Aritten Answers

s or //r/v/

e will
make a statement.

The Prime Minister: APart from members of the
Ministry of Defeqgce Police, civil servanmes 40 these
Departmeats are fre= o join trades unions irrespective of
Wwhether they deal wich SECUriCY matters or handle classified
lnformation.

Psychological Warfare

Mr. Livingstooe: To ask the Prime Minister how many
avil servants were trained 10 psychological warfare In each
year from 1972 to 1987 in England, in the United States
of America, or ing boch.

The Prime Minister: Oge avil servane received tWo
wesks' training ing England in 1983. Records are not
available before 1982.

Security Serﬁc&sj (Northern Ireland)

¥r. Livingstope: To ask the Prime Ministar wilich
Minister was. responsible for the SeCUrity services in
Northern Ireland (a) from [974 (0 1979 and (%) from
[979 to the current date. -

The Prime Minister: The Secretary of State for
Northern Irsiand s responsible for all ASDECEs of security
policy in Northern Irefand. The position before 1979 IS oot

a matter for me.

. Genperal Sikorski

» aod have provided full and
compreiensive health care o those

authonues. It would noc,
publish informatoa which
confldenca.
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10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SWIA 2AA

From the Private Secretary 5 December 1988

PRIME MINISTER'S VISIT TO POLAND:
REMAINS OF GENERAL SIKORSKI

Thank you for your letter of 5 December
with its reminder of the exact position of
General Sikorski's remains. I agree that

you should confirm that the Prime Minister's
statement of 7 March 1988 remains valid.

(CHARLES POWELL)

Lyn Parker, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.
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