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PRIME MINISTER'S MEETING WITH MR. DE KLERK 

The Prime Minister had a meeting this morning with 
Mr. De Klerk which lasted for some one and three quarter 
hours. We had arranged that Mrs. De Klerk would accompany her 
husband so that she could meet the Prime Minister. The Prime 
Minister gave Mr. and Mrs. De Klerk a conducted tour of 
Downing Street, followed by coffee. The meeting proper 
st~rted wnen Mrs. De Kler lc left. The South ~frican Ambassador 
remained throughout, except at the very end when the Prime 
Minister and Mr. De Klerk had a private word. 

The Prime Minister said that Mr. De Klerk faced a very 
difficult task. A great deal would be expected of him in 
terms of rapid change in South Africa. At the same time 
everything he promised would be viewed with great scepticism 
and suspicion. She welcomed many of the public statements 
which he had made, but did not think his emphasis on group 
rights and the need to avoid tyranny by anyone group over 
others was very helpful. People would say he was asking black 
South Africans not to use their power in order to oppress 
others, when white South Africans had done precisely that. In 
effect, it would look as though white South Africans were 
expecting blacks to behave better towards them than they had 
behaved towards the blacks. It was important that 
Mr. De Klerk should be aware of the sort of things which would 
be said so that he could be prepared to deal with them. 

Mr. De Klerk was rather taken aback by this opening 
salvo, but said that he would like to put things in 
perspective. The biggest step which South Africa had taken in 
40 years was to switch to the policy of power sharing before 
the 1987 elections. This had administered a major shock to 
the system and explained the rise of the ultra-conservative 
parties. But power sharing would work only if there was no 
domination by anyone group. Those with vested rights ~ad to 
be ofEered security and the assurance that they would not 
become the oppressed. It was a balance of power that white 
South Africans were seeking. You could not have simple 
majority system in South Africa or one man one vote in a 
unitary state. There had to be a system which preserved the 
essential interests of each racial group. 
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