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The Right Honourable Margaret Thatcher,
The Prime Minister of the United Kingdom of
(Grear Britain and Northern Ireland.

Your Exczllency,

I have received with deep appreciation your letter of fith
March, 1990, which was carried to me by HE. Mr. Peter Morrison,
Minister of State at the Department of Energy. Ar the beginning, I
would ke to thank you for veur friendly gesture of acguainting me
With the p-:i.s'i.ria:-ii of vour governmenl on the question of the
immigration of Sovier Jews to the Occupied Arab Territories) and iis

excellent initiative of urging the European Community (o issue its
statement on this matter on 20th February, 1990.

The balanced constructive peosition announced by you
personally to the Board of Deputies of British Jews on 138th
February, 1990, and the E.C. statement of 20th February issued as a
reswlt of Britain’s initiative have mer with our full satisfaction and
apprecigtion and have reflected the consensus of the international
community by asserting the principles of exchange of land for
peace, illegitimacy of Jewish seitlement in the Occupied Arab
Territories and inadmissibility of having Soviet Jews practicing
their right to emigrate from the Soviet Union at the expense of the
rights of the Palestinian people to their territory and homeland.

The Ministerial Council of the Arab League, in a resolution on
the subject passed in Tunis on [2th March, has welcomed the
pogitive positions adopted by the European Community, the Islamic
Cornference Organisation,  the Non-Aligned  Movement,  the




Organisation of African Unity, the north European countries and
other friendly states concerning the immigration of Jews from the
Soviet Union and Eastern Europe to Palestine and their settlement
in the Occupied Arab Territories. The Council alse emphasized rhat
this immigration constitutes am aggression against the rights of the
Arah Palestinian people to their territory and homeland, a threat 1o
Arab national security and a violation of the principies aof
international law and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
since the right of any person must not be exercised at the expense
of another person and a violation of the Fourth Geneva Convention
of 1949 which requires the occupying authority te refrain from
deporting the indigenous population or seitling the population of
the occupying authority in their territory. The Arab League Council

further urged the international community to put an end to this
illegitimate immigration and secure all national rights of the
Palestinian people, including their right of repatriation in
accordance with UN. General Assembly Resolution 194 of 1948.

Your Excellency

You have pointed out in your speech to the Board of Depuiies
of British Jews on [8th February, tharvabstactes oma peaceful
soldfion o the Palestinian issue would become much worse if lsragl
were-ta find homes for Jews from the Soviet Union by settiing them
in -the Gccupied Territories. Indeed, efforts for a pedceful settlement
have, in the last few days, gravely foundered due o the
intransigence of the Israeli Prime Minister and his adamant refusal
to respond positively to the United States proposals which only aim
to implement his own plan for elections in the Occupied Arab
Territories. There is no doubt that the steps announced by the
Israeli government to create more Jewish  seitlements in ihe




accupied territories, including Arab Jerusalem, i5 one of the main
reasons for this intransigence with a view lo procrasiinate and gain
fime so that the [Israeli government can carry oul ils settlement
plans. You may agree with me that such serious developments,
make it necessary to accelerate the efforts to address the gquestion
of Soviet Jewish immigration and, simuwltaneously, move the peace
efforts to their desired end of reaching a just, durabie and
comprehénsive peace in the Midale East on the basis of relevant
LN, resolutions, mainly the Security Council resolutions Nos., 242
and 338 The aliernalive of failing to do so0 could only be an
explesion of vielence and extremism with incalculable
Consegquences.

In pursuance of the principle of constant consultation
between uws, the basis of which we laid down during our latest
meeting in London on 7th February, and in view af our conviction
in the constructive and important role which the friendly United
Kingdom can play in this connection, because of its distinguished
international stature and its position as a permanent member of the
UN. Security Council, | deemed it fit to brief you of my views on
thiz extremely grave maitter, hoping that vour government will
exert its best efforts for the issuance of a UN. Security Council
resolution responding toe the consensus of the international
community on the need to ban settlement of Sovietr Jewish
immigrants in the Occupied Arab Territories. | also agree with the
view expressed by you during owr latest meeting in London
concerning the importance of consulting with President George Bush

on this matier during your forthcoming visit to the United Staies, !
hope that you will use your good offices to urge the U.S.
administration (0 support the idea of having such a resolution taken
by the UN. Security Council, and to intensify its endeavours with




the parties concerned, especially Israel, to push forward the efforts
for a comprehensive peace settlement so that peace and stability
could prevail in the Middle Easi.

While taking this opportunity lo express once again my deep
pleasure with our latest Lordon meeting and the chance it provided
me to know vour valuable views on a host of international and
regionalvissues of 'mutual concern, d wouwid like also to commend the
high level which the British-Qatari relations have attained and look
forward to more consullation and exchange of views between us to
serve the best interests of our tweo friendly countries.

Please accept Your Excellency the assurances aof my highest

consideration and esteem.

Yours sincerely

Khalifa Bin Hamad Al-Thani

Amir and Prime Minister of
the Stare of Qatar

Diwan Amiri
18th March 19%90.
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From ithe Private Secreranm

27 March 1c80

AMIR OF QATAR

Thank you for your letter of 27 March
enclosing the Amir of Qatar's reply to the
Prime Minister's letter of 6 March. I agree
that no further reply is needed and that you
should tell the Qatari Embassy that the Prime
Minister has seen the letter and asked for
her thanks to be conveyed to the Amir.

R. N. Peirce, E=q.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office




Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWIA 2AH

LT March 1990

Amir of Qatar

I enclesa the Amir of QOstar's re ff to the
Frime Minister's letter of 6 Marchd The reply
deals almost entirely with the settlement of
Eoviet Jews in the Occupied Territories, which was
the substance of the Prime Mipnister's letter.

We gee no need to reply. If vou agree, we
shall tell the Qatari Embassy land Mr Bovoe in
Dohal that the Prime Minister hids seen the
letter and asked that her thanks be sent ta
the Amir.

iR N Peirca)
Private Secratary

C. b Pewell Esg
10 Downing Street




