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NATIONAL SECURITY
COUNCIL
INFORMATION

Notice

The attached document contains classified National Security Council
Information. It is to be read and discussed only by persons authorized by
law.

Your signature acknowiledges you are such a person and you promise you
will show or discuss information contained in the document only with
persons who are authorized by law to have access to this document.

Persons handling this document acknowledge he or she knows and
understands the security law relating thereto and wili cooperate fully with
any lawful investigation by the United States Government into any
unauthorized disclosure of classified information contained herein.
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SECRET N ok ER 90-3640

NATIONAL SECURITY DIRECTIVE

MEMORANDUM FOR THE VICE PRESIDENT
THE SECRETARY OF STATE
THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY
THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
THE SECRETARY OF ENERGY
THE DIRECTOR OF . IHE. OFFICE OF

THE

THE
THE
THE

THE

SUBJECT: U.S. Policy in to the Iragi Invasion
of Kuwait (C) .

U. Interests

U.S. interests in the Persian Gulf are vital to the national
security. These interests include access to oil and the security
and stability of key friendly states in the region. The United
States will defend its vital interests in the area, through the
use of U.S. military force if necessary and appropriate, against
any power with interests inimj our own. The United States
also will support the indi s0llective self-defense of
friendly countries in the e them to play a more
active role in their own j nited States will
encourage the effective pport and the
participation of our all endly states to promote
our mutual interests in region. (S)

SECRET

Declassify on: OADR ' Y unlaatba
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SECRET 2

On Thursday, August 2, 199 t of Irag, without
provocation or warning, ii ied the State of Kuwait,
thereby placing these vit: at risk. Four

principles will guide U.S pdf' ing this crisis: (9)

- the immediate, complet
Iraqi forces from Kuwa

-- the restoration of Kuwai » legitimate government to replace
the puppet regime instal ) raq; (S)

-- a commitment to the seé
Gulf; and, (S)

vy and stability of the Persian

-- the protection of the lives of American citizens abroad.
(S)

To meet these principles and to bring the crisis to an immediate,
peaceful, and just end, I hereby direct that the following

diplomatic, economic, energy idditary measures be undertaken.
(S)

Diplomatic

The United States will co
resolution 660 and 662 co

the precepts of UNSC
nvasion and subsequent
mmediate and

from Kuwait. The

rk bilaterally with our
the international

3 and other fora, to find a
iccupation of Kuwait and to
nt. (9S)

allies and friends, and in conc
community through the United Nag
peaceful solution to end the i
restore Kuwait’s legitimate

Economic

Consistent with my authority under the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act, the National Emergencies Act, the United
Nations Participation Act, and section 301 of title 3 of the
United States Code, the Executive Orders signed on August 2 and
August 9, 1990 freezing Kuwai raqi assets in this country
and prohibiting transactionsg# nd Kuwait remain in
force. The Secretary of th#’ , consultation with the
Secretary of State, should e such actions,
including the promulgation ulations, as may be
necessary to carry out the e Orders.

Furthermore, the United S e to support UNSC
Resolution 661 imposing ma sanctions against Iragq
and Kuwait under Chapter VITI & d Nations Charter. We
will emphasize individual and @ compliance with these

SECRET ST —
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SECRET 3

to enforce them in the
al and collective
arter. (S)

sanctions, but are prepared
exercise of our inherent
self-defense under Articls

Enerqgy

f the o0il it consumes

, could face a major threat
even more dependent on

raqi threats. To minimize

The United States now import
and, as a result of the curren
to its economy. Much of the w
imported o0il and more vulnera -
any impact that oil flow red from Iraq and Kuwait will
have on the world’s economie will be our policy to ask
oil-producing nations to do what they can to increase production
to offset these losses. I also direct the Secretaries of State
and Energy to explore with the member countries of the
International Energy Agency (IEA) a coordinated drawdown of
strategic petroleum reserves, and implementation of complementary
measures. I will continue to ask the American public to exercise
restraint in their own consumption of 0il products. The
Secretary of Energy should wor various sectors of the U.S.
economy to encourage energy on and fuel switching to
non-oil sources, where appz onomic. Finally, I will
continue to appeal to oil w restraint in their
pricing of crude o0il and cretary of Energy, as
appropriate, should work s in this regard. (S)

Military

To protect U.S. interests in
from the King of Saudi Arabia ar
ordered U.S. military forces de
purposes: to deter and, if n defend Saudi Arabia and
other frlendly states in the# gion from further Iraqi
aggression; and to enforce the mandatory Chapter 7 sanctions
under Article 51 of the UN Charter and UNSC Resolutions 660 and
661. U.S. forces will work together with those of Saudi Arabia
and other Gulf countries to preserve their national integrity and
to deter further Iraqi aggression. Through their presence, as
well as through training and exercises, these multinational
forces will enhance the overall capability of Saudi Arabia and
other regional states to defe (S)

d in response to requests
ir of Kuwait, I have
to the region for two

junction with the forces
rate multinational

of Saudi Arabia and

two groups will be
rabia (MNFSA) and the
(MNFES) against Irag and
fnate closely with the
omposition and

I also approve U.S. parti
of other friendly governm
forces that would provide.
enforce the UN mandated s
called the Multinational
Multinational Force to en
Kuwait. The United States
Saudis, the Kuwaitis and othe
organization of these forces.
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ECRET 4

Adequate legal basis ex
resolutions for the impl
I do not believe it is nefessaty now for the United States
to seek additional UN ent for the MNFSA. If I
subsequently determined“that further UN endorsement is
required, we should ensure that any UN-led effort is
acceptable to U.S. military commanders and an adequate
command structure is established and operating beforehand.
(S)

In concert with the other UNSC Permanent members,. I
authorize U.S. participation in discussions of the UN
Military Staff Committee MNF operation for Saudi
Arabia. 1If such talks ed, they should be of
lower priority than t ng the MNFES. (S)

Soviet participatio
Saudis request it. |
insure that the Sovi@é
Soviet forces are de 1
operations in these c Wiet assistance in
providing lift support ¢ roviding forces inside
Saudi Arabia should be en ef. (S)

warranted only if the
work with the Saudis to
eptable to us and that
fance from U.S.

- The MNFES: The MNF to economic sanctions against
Irag and Kuwait is des bring about the withdrawal of
Iragi forces from Kuwait, and to restore Kuwait’s
sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity.
Participating countries would seek to prevent the export of
all commodities and products originating in Irag or Kuwait,
regardless of port of embarkation or transshipment point,
and prevent the shipment to Irag or Kuwait, regardless of
declared port of destination or transshipment point, of any
commodities or supplies ovision to Iraq or Kuwait is
contrary to UNSC Resolj nd 661. These efforts
should complement ing Hllective compliance
measures already in .

UN Charter and UNSC
frect that all imports
food for humanitarian
bound to and from Irag
ely. I direct the

In accordance with
resolutions 660 and
and exports, except H
purposes (i.e., natura
and Kuwait be intercepte

isasterg
e

-_—

Huw.
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ECRET Gg[:;fﬁxs‘

organize and coordinate
y the Government of

with other cooperating
ary action to intercept
il sufficient U.S. and
comprehensive

ubmission to Congress of a
e character and basis for
ing with my commitment to
atters of national

Secretary of Defense
a multinational fora
Kuwait. U.S. force

other forces are ava
enforcement. I also ag
separate letter informi
our intercept operations
congressional consultati
importance. The GCC s d potential contributors to

the MNFES should be n of the implementation of the

intercept operation. I also agree to Soviet participation
in the MNFES. (S)

Since the UN Charter provides the legal basis for the
conduct of this operation, I do not believe it is necessary
now to obtain additional UN endorsement for the MNFES.
Subject to the consent of the UNSC Permanent members, I
agree to allow U.S. particjipation in discussions of the
MNFES operation for enfg tions against Iraq and
Kuwait by the UN Mili mittee. (S)
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