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As you know, the Prime Minister has returned to London and .

YA

she chaired a meeting this morning of the Ministers most closely ﬂfﬁgj

concerned with the Irag-Kuwait Crisis: there have been further i#ﬁﬁ"qk;&

meetings and I Will try and answer your guestions. I do not wanti\rm
| O -"v‘rf""{',g" ¢ r", -'“3
to make a long statement.

We went over tha ground fairly thoroughly with those cf you
t

)
who were with us on Friday about British nationals in Kuwait and

43 )»

/
concerns, Pﬂh

Iraq and, of Course, this still continues to BE head of our

As I said on Friday, we are in a stage now which may last for
a4 bit, when there are each day alarms and stories, some of them
true, some of them not true, which circulate ana which are extrenmely
difficult to verify and find out whether they are correct or not.

What is not in doupt is that the Iraqis, by thair own

profession, i i » ROVing other western

s & shie

illegal and Yépulsive,
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It was a British initiative at the Security Council which
T WA e
helped first ©f all to secure informal, ¢conclusions and “then a

specific recommendation, ag a result of which the Secretary-«General
of the United Nations has sent his Chef de Cabinet, Mr. Dayal, to
the area -_he hopes to, reach Baghdad tomorrow ~ and he will be
operating on the basis of the very clear and welcome Resclution
which the Security Council passaed about foreign nationals in Kuwait.

William Waldegrave will be seeing tomorrow Mr, Somoxooga
(phon), who is the Director-General of the Internationazfggmmittee
of the Red Cross and that will be in Geneva.

Tomorrow, aftey th;hggahgéég;ﬂéwggmgsris, we will be having
a European Community meeting of the Twelve and T will seek to make

T EE—— .

sure that the solidarity of the Twelve on this subject of forelgn

nationals, which has been very good.Up to now, 1s fully malntalned

We have got d;ff;cult decisions to take, particularly as
regards our embassies in Kuwait which the Iragis have said should

close by the 24th. We are not acceptlng that 1nstruct10n and we

will seak to make Sure that we have people in Kuwait able to keep

——

just an illustration of the klnd of

difficulties, the klnd of problems wnich we w1ll have to tackle over

the coming days and which we will do our best to tackle together.

-l

Just a word about tne,ﬁEU meetlng in Paris tomorrow: that
will be, I believe, a successful egfqrt to bring together, under the
cover of the WEU all the contributions which the different WEU
nembers have been Pledging in recent days and I hope that we can do
that, The forces will stay under national command, our forces,

French forces, Dutch forces, other forces, there is no guestion of
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their effort including, of course, coordination Wlth tne Amerlcans,

B e —— - - ——

with the Australlans with the Canadians, w1th Others outside the

e

WEU who are jolnlng 1n thls effort,

et

or other frlendly states in the Gulf; and secondly, £e help to

e — " -

1mplement the hésolhtzcn whlch tne Security Councxl has already

e et

Irag, followlng thelr annexation of

Kuwait. These are the two purposes of our deployment and that

m———
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

——-'%ﬁ

JOHN DICKIE (DAILY MAIL)

Does that statement of your two purposes mean that at the

moment you are opposed to any military solution? If so, have you

———

conveyed that to President Bush?

FOREIGN SECRETARY :
The President of the United States has been very clear all
the way through that the purpose of the United States deployment is

as 1 have stated ours, that it is a build~-up of forces adeguate to

i - — - ———

deter further attack,

e —————

I believe myself that we lived through a very dangerous few

days when there was z rea} prospect of an Iragi attack on Saudi
Arabia. I hope that has been deterred. One cannot be sure,
dealing with someone like Saddam Hussein. That was the reason why

we moved so quickly and why we, alongside the United States, have

that deterrent needs to remain in place and so do the forces which
are needed to implement the Security Council Resolution, that is to

Say the embargo against Iraqg.

JOHN DICKIE:

/

Does that mean you are opposed to a military solution?
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WEANS Thae Wivse are tne Purposes for the forces down
there at the monent. I think, in answering your question -
certainly other questions - T said that neither we nor the Americans
or others have ruled out further measures if sanctions prove |
' inér:ectivé S0 that is the position. We have never ruled that

out, but that is not the purpose of cur deployments.

QUESTION:

Are you planning to call in the Iragi ambassador if

necessary...any other diplomatic action ...take against Iraqgis here?

FOREIGN SECRETARY:

The Iragi ambassador is constantly being called in: he is
left in no doubt day-by-day of what I have said, that the action
taken by the Iragis as regards foreign nationals is illegal and

repulsive, so he has no doubts about that.

I am very keen that our embassy in Baghdad and so long as

possible our embassy in Kuwait, should be able to function at full
strength in helping tne”EEIZIZE community. It bears out a point
I have tried to make for many months now: by having an ambassador
in a place, we are not doing a benefit to the country involved - we
are doing a benefit, among others, to the British citizens involved

and g0 that influences cur handling of the Iragi embassy here.

QUESTION:

What positive action, Foreign Secretary, do you think can be

taken to ensure the safaty of British citizens in the region without
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endangering other pecple?

FOREIGN SECRETARY:

I mentioned three things: the action taken by the
Secretarwaeqeral of the UN as a result of our initiative in the
Security Council; I mentioned a visit that the Minister of State
will make to the Red Cross tomorrow: I menticned coordination,
solidarity among the Twelve. In addition to those three things,
which are part of the continuing effort, our officials in Kuwait and
Baghdad are doing their utmost - doing a formidable job ~ to keep
in touch with people in difficulty, find out what is happening.

It is extremely difficult to do so. I pay tribute to Rob Haywood*

I pay tribute to those who are in tne same business. We are in

close touch with then, tracxng what is happening. Irying to
relieve with accurate 1n£c;r_'matlon the anxieties of friends and
families is going to be a very difficult business which may, as I
Say, go on for some time but we are putting the necessary effort

into that.

QUESTION:
Two questions:

First of all, is Britain seeking UN cover for a blockade

N—

against Iragqg? Secondly, would Britain, under any circumstances,
be prepared to risk British or indeed any of the expatriate lives

by military action?

FOREIGN SECRETARY:

On the first point, there are more or less continuous
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discussions in New York by the Permanent Members of the Security
council, by informal meetings of the Security Council as a whole,
by formal meetings. All this seems to be more oOr less continuous.

We have no doubt, as you know, about the legal basis of the

e ——————— s
e e —

action which we are taking to 1mplement the embargo. Since there

S—

are others wWho are anxious to help but have a different legal view,

there would be advantage in having a Resolution which put that

beyond doubt. whether that Resolution is attainable, whether it

e e e ———————————————

attainable today or tomorrow, I do not not yet Knhow, but it is

—— e e e g
e e e

certalnly'somethlng which is bElng dlscussed in a very friendly and
constructive way, I must say, particularly by the Five Permanent
Members of the Security Council.

on your second point, I do not think I want to add wha;;pas

.-—""”__._b—_—

bgggﬁggid. I have set out again, I have repeated, paraphrasing and
not in any way modifying what President Bush has said. I have set
out the purposes, the reasons for which we are asking British
sailors and airmen to go to the Gulf, the reason why they are now

there. We have never ruled out further measures, if those prove

e v .

—————————————

to be necessary but they have not been decided upen and they are not

Ene SUbJECt of presant work. =

Py

~ -
b g

QUESTION:

.,.the embassy in Kuwait, I understand that a short time ago
the Iragi authorities said that diplomats who did not move to
Baghdad would lose their diplomatic immunity and be treated like

other foreign nationsls. Did that influence your decision to keep

the embassy there open at all?
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FOREIGN SECRETARY!:

This is a difficult business. We have discussed it with our
partners; I have discussed it with my fellow Foreign Ministers and
will do s0o again tomorrow.

Our view at the noment is that we should.try and keep British

officials in Kuwait as long az possible so ‘that they can keep in

teuch and give what help 'they' ‘can to mambersL of the British

e -

communlty. I say "as long as p0551b1e" - I do not Rnow how long

- e ———— S SRS —

T

that will be. -
QUESTION:

(inaudible)

FOREIGN SECRETARY:

I do not think that in the circumstances we have Jjust been
talking about it would be a great move to take refuge in the British
Embassy in Kuwait, There are a number of Britons in the British
Embassy in Baghdad and the ambassador will just have to handle that
situation as best he can; he is ¢learly not turning people away but
equally, there are hazards and difficulties about trying to receive
British citizens into those premises.

QUESTION:

...this evening i1n New York says that Britain and the US are
actually going to put forth a specific Resolution asking to spell
out what military steps wogld be taken to énforce the <trade
sanctions against Iraqg. c&ﬁ you tell us at all about what that

Resolution will say or what kind of steps you specifically are goimg

to ask?
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FOREIGN SECRETARY:

T think I have covered that really. I said there were
discussions going on, particularly among the Five Permament Members
of the Security Council. We have no doubts about the legal cover
for 'the action which we are taking, legal cover based on the

collective right of self-defence, which is set out in Article 81 of

p——— T

the charter, and the very specific request for help whxch we have

—

had from the Kuwa1t1 Government, S0 we have no doubt apout that.

e————— == '*'_;-.:— "’__,_.-—— ——
There are others who have a somewhat different legal view -

e———— e

the Soviet Union I am thinking of in particular. If we can find

————

a Unlted Natlons Resolution which clears up that matter, which

clears that difficulty out of the way, obviously there would a

considerable advantage in gottlng it. Whether it is possible, as
\\‘\«

———— R

I said, today or tomorrow, I do not yet Know.

S

.

QUESTION:

Foreign Secretary, there does seem to be now a feeling that
there is now an inevitability about armed conflict in the Gulf,
particularly from America; indeed, Henry Kissingor said over the

week=end thot Amorxca has now crossed the Rublcon.

i i e e b et .
i e —
e =

Wwould you agree that this ig now lxkely to happen?

FOREIGN SECRETARY:
Neo!

JOHN DICKIE:
Secretary of State, can you clarify that answer you gave

about Bagdhad? Has ... Walker the authority to accept British
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citizens into the embassy or residence and in fact, have any done

so already?

FOREIGN SECRETARY:
Of course he has the authority and as I have said, a number
of Brltons have been there for, I thznk, a day or so.

It is not somethmg which we would specifically wish to

o —

encourage because it might not be something which could be sustained

for very long but the ambassador, whom I know well and you Kknow

well, is a very sound nman of good judgement. He of course has

i iy

i ————— =

authority to deal with the situation. He will not be turning
British people away; bhe will seeking to make the best arrangements

———

he can for their convenlence and gafety.

e ey
——m e —————————

QUESTION;

Foreign Secretary, did you discuss with the Prime Minister
the talk about the recall of Parliament?

Further to that, can you characterise her respeonse and her
mood at the moment and tell us when you think we nmight hear fron

her?

FOREIGN SECRETARY:
I have discussed the recall of parliament with the Prine
Minister - I did that yesterday. all I can say about that is that

no decision to recall Parliament has been taken. You had better

ask No. 10. I do not think it will be, in the nature of things,

terribly long before your desire to hear from the Prime Minister

in person is gratified.
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QUESTION:

Do you have any information where British nationals in Kuwait

who have been rounded up have been taken and if so, where>

FOREIGN SECRETARY: -

No precise information; that ic why I said there are all
kinds of stories and reports which are difficult to verify and
people have certainly been moved though not I think s0 far from
their own hones. The people who have been moved are people who
have been in hotels and there are reports, which we are seeking to
verify, about where they have been taken. 1 have no reports of
them being harmed in this process. but that, of course, does not
alter the fact that, as I have said, it is an illegal and thoroughly

repulsive policy which we are doing our best to check and reverse.

QUESTION:

If they are not far from their homes, do you...

FOREIGN SECRETARY:

Not taken from their homes yet.

QUESTION:

Taken from hotels?

FOREIGN SECRETARY :

That is our information to date,
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QUESTION:
could you explain why you are so confident that military

conflict can be avoided? You gave a one-word answer to the

question the other side of the room.

FOREIGN SECRETARY:

I was asked it 2 believed it to be inevitable and I said

"No!" That ig ny belier.

QUESTION:

Are you going to have any further advice, other than that
which has been cffered through the BBC wWorlg Service, to those in
Kuwait? For instance, shouldg people go into hiding, British

citizens, shoulg they go into hiding?

FOREIGN SECRETARY:
I think the advice which we are giving is a sensible one:
they should stay at home and kKeep a low profile. I think that, in

the circumstances, is the best advice.

QUESTION:

«++o(inaudible)
Should friendly embassies give refuge to nationals from countries

that are threatened by,..

FOREIGN SECRETARY:
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answer on that, how people should behave in particular

clrcumstances.

We have had very good cooperation, very good solidarity,

among all western embassies, both in Kuwait and Baghdad, on these

matters and I an very anxious that should continue and we will be

able to carry that further in the meeting in Paris tomorrow.

(END OF TRANSCRIPT)

TOTAL P. 13
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