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WEU MINISTERIAL MEETING

(PARIS 21 AUGUST 1990)

COMMUNIQUE

1. THE FOREIGN AND DEFENCE MINISTERS OF WEU MET ON 21 AUGUST 1990
TO DISCUSS THE SITUATION IN THE GULF CAUSED BY THE IRAQI INVASION
AND THEN THE ANNEXATION OF KUWAIT. THE MEETING WAS HELD PURSUANT TO
ARTICLE VIII, PARAGRAPH 3, OF THE WEU TREATY, THE ROME DECLARATION
OF OCTOBER 1984 AND THE PLATFORM ON EUROPEAN SECURITY INTERESTS OF
OCTOBER 1987, WHICH PROVIDES FOR MEMBER COUNTRIES TO CONCERT THEIR
POLICIES ON CRISES OUTSIDE EUROPE INSOFAR AS THEY MAY AFFECT
EUROPEAN SECURITY INTERESTS.

2. THE MINISTER OF THE WEU MEMBER STATES REPEAT THEIR UNRESERVED
CONDEMNATION OF THE INVASION AND ANNEXATION OF KUWAIT BY IRAQ AND
CALL ON IRAQ TO COMPLY IMMEDIATELY AND UNCONDITIONALLY WITH UN
SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS 660 AND 662. THEY RESTATE THEIR FIRM
DETERMINATION TO CONTINUE TO TAKE ALL NECESSARY STEPS TO COMPLY
WITH THE EMBARGO OF IRAQ IN ACCORDANCE WITH UN SECURITY COUNCIL
RESOLUTION 661 AND TO RENDER IT EFFECTIVE. THEY CALL ON THE
SECURITY COUNCIL TO TAKE ANY FURTHER USEFUL MEASURES TO THIS END.

3. MINISTERS DECLARE THAT THE DETERMINATION THEIR COUNTRIES INTEND
TO DISPLAY IN UPHOLDING THE LAW IS FOR THE SOLE PURPOSE OF ENDING
AGRESSION AND ITS CONSEQUENCES. THE ACTION THEY HAVE INITIATED IS
AIMED TO UPHOLD RESPECT OF THE PRINCIPLES, WHICH MUST OBTAIN IN
RELATIONS AMONG STATES, THAT CONCERNS THE WHOLE INTERNATIONAL
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COMMUNITY AND SERVES AS A SAFEGUARD FOR ALL ITS MEMBERS.

4. FACED WITH A SITUATION THAT IN THE FIRST INSTANCE AFFECTS THE
ARAB STATES, MINISTERS EMPHASISE THE SOLIDARITY LINKING THEIR
COUNTRIES TO THE ARAB WORLD AND THEIR RESOLVE TO SUPPORT ITS
EFFORTS TO SEEK A SOLUTION FROM WITHIN WHICH RESPECTS THE RELEVANT
SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS IN THE CONTEXT OF THEIR ONGOING
COOPERATION AND DIALOGUE WITH THE ARAB WORLD.

5. MINISTERS EXPRESS THEIR ACUTE CONCERN AND INDIGNATION AT THE
RESTRICTIONS ON THE FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT OF NATIONALS OF THE MEMBER
COUNTRIES AND ET”THE_TNHUHIW_TREITNENT_TN?LICTED ON SOME OF THOSE
NATIONALS. THEY WARN IRAQ OF THE GRAVE CONSEQUENCES THAT WOULD
INEVITABLY ENSUE WERE THEIR SAFETY TO BE PLACED AT RISK. THEY
REITERATE THEIR SUPPORT FOR SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION 664 AND
DEMAND THAT IRAQ COMPLIES WITH IT WITHOUT DELAY.

6. THEY STRESS THAT WEU MEMBER COUNTRIES, BEARING IN MIND THE VITAL
EUROPEAN INTERESTS IN THE STABILITY, TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY AND
SOVEREIGNTY OF THE STATES OF THE AREA, INTEND TO CONTRIBUTE TOWARDS
FURTHER ENHANCING THE UNPRECEDENTED INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY THAT
HAS DEVELOPED SINCE THE AGGRESSION AND HAS LED TO EFFECTIVE ACTION
BY THE UN SECURITY COUNCIL. THE COUNTRIES THAT ARE SUFFERING FROM
THE ECONOMIC CONSEQUENCES OF THIS ACTION DESERVE THEIR SOLIDARITY.

7. MINISTERS WELCOME THE MEASURES BEING TAKEN BY MEMBER STATES IN
SUPPORT OF UN SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION 661 AND IN RESPONSE TO
THE REQUESTS FOR ASSISTANCE FROM STATES IN THE GULF REGION, WITH
THE AIM OF OBLIGING IRAQ UNCONDITIONALLY TO WITHDRAW ITS TROOPS
FROM KUWAITI TERRITORY AND RESTORE KUWAIT'S SOVEREIGNTY.

8. THEY HAVE DECIDED CLOSELY TO COORDINATE THEIR OPERATIONS IN THE
AREA AIMED AT IMPLEMENTING AND ENFORCING THE MEASURES MENTIONED IN
PARAGRAPH 7, AS WILL AS ANY FURTHER MEASURES THE SECURITY COUNCIL
MAY ADOPT, ALSO ASSURING, BY COMMON AGREEMENT, THE PROTECTION OF
THEIR FORCES. BUILDING ON THE EXPERIENCE ACQUIRED, INCLUDING THE
CONSULTATION MECHANISMS DURING THE GULF OPERATIONS IN 1987 AND
1988, THEY HAVE INSTRUCTED AN AD HOC GROUP OF FOREIGN AND DEFENCE
MINISTRY REPRESENTATIVES TO ENSURE THE MOST EFFECTIVE COORDINATION
IN CAPITALS AND IN THE REGION. THIS SHOULD COVER AMONG OTHER THINGS
OVERALL OPERATIONAL CONCEPTS AND SPECIFIC GUIDELINES FOR
COORDINATION BETWEEN FORCES IN THE REGION, INCLUDING AREAS OF
OPERATION, SHARING OF TASKS, LOGISTICAL SUPPORT AND EXCHANGE OF
INTELLIGENCE. CONTACT POINTS ARE BEING NOMINATED IN THE MINISTRIES
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OF DEFENCE TO ASSIST WITH COOPERATION AT THE PRACTICAL/TECHNICAL
LEVEL AND, AS AN IMMEDIATE STEP, TO PREPARE FOR A MEETING OF CHIEFS
OF DEFENCE STAFF TO BE HELD IN THE NEXT FEW DAYS.

9. MINISTERS EMPHASISE THAT COORDINATION WITHIN WEU SHOULD ALSO
FACILITATE COOPERATION WITH OTHER COUNTRIES DEPLOYING FORCES IN THE
REGION, INCLUDING THOSE OF THE UNITED STATES.

10. THE PRESIDENCY OF THE COUNCIL WILL INFORM THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
OF THE UNITED NATIONS OF THE OUTCOME OF THIS MEETING.

LLEWELLYN SMITH
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