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I had a talk this afterncon with Lord We]denfe]d who has
just returned from a visit to Israel n:]uF-'_h-:__.] which he met Shamir,
Arens, F_J.gs, Rabin and "'-Feta-L}raFm,

Lord Weidenfeld said that he found them all resolved that
Israel should keecp a low profile, while maintaining a state of
great PlEPﬂILdﬂEEb They were very concerned that Saddam Hus=ain
Tight try to involve Israel in the conflict. They tended to
discount a pre- gmptive air strike as 1mE;a¢tlcal and thought a
nuvement of TIracgi forces into Jﬁldan MJCh L more likely. This

night be gquite small and carried out by stealth to test the
fﬂrarll reartlmn He was in no doubt that thv Izraelis woul d

reqard thls as a Lasus )= Bl e e

Lord Weidenfeld continued that he also found tha Israeli
leaders precccupied by indications last week that the United
States was toying with compromises to resolve the crisis. They
were inclined, too, to give some credence

that Prince Bandar of Saudi .?-"rab:a had discusced possible
compromises wff’”TE’“ﬁﬁTﬁlaﬂgﬂﬁﬂ?Tﬁﬁ hig visit to Moscow. By
their aﬂEuUnt r, thig would include alﬁnwlnq tﬁu Iraql ta’ ;ggﬂe

Euwait
a gald that Saudl hrahla would not ha G| ]umE ing-off g_gupd for
an attack on Iraq had fuelled these . quq91c1mns

Several of the Israelis te whom he had spoken expected the
Unlt&d Gtates to come to Israel for concessiong over the
Palestinians. There would be a crucial difference bebtween
whether the United States came after having achleved success
against Saddam Hussain or before tackling the Iragis head ©n. In
The latter case, Saddam Hugsain would exploit the sltuation for
all it was worth, and the Israelis would be very resistant to any
‘sort of movement. It was wital that Saddam Hussain should be
SEEen as a man whn gamtted and lost.
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Lord Weidenfeld said that Arens was worried about the lack
of sufficient money for Israel's defence needs. He would shortly
be seeing Chanceller Kohl and hoping to extract some money from
the Cermans, using the argument that they were partly respensible
for the prEFEnt situation by the helE which they have given the
Iragis. I commented that ecne co say the sdhe about the French

in Eﬁggsg.

Lord Weidenfeld said that publie opinion in Israel was
nmvjnq strongly towards thg_L;huﬂ_pﬂI;y, and the peace movement
was in tatters. Siniora was “doing dreadful damage to what little
Eymrﬂthf exitsted in Tarael for the Palestiniansg on the West Bank

by a succession of leaders in the East Jerutalem press supporting
Saddam Hussain.

Lord Weidenfeld's conclusion was that, while cutwardly calm,
the Israeli leaders were very pervous indeed. He could detect
virtually no nuance of difference in the analysis of the military
situation between Government and the cpposition.

I should be grateful if thi; account_could be trﬂatﬂﬂ in

or anv Israeli tenresentative.

I am copying this letter to Simon Webb (Ministry of Defence)
and to Sonia Phippard (Cabinet Office).

(C. D. POWELL)

Richard Gozney, Esqg.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.
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