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NO SOFT OPTIONS

E‘“n bﬁf.;m m;]ﬁﬂen; Enwnﬁ ﬁdﬂwm ;:erjnu:;.'lj.r. Elﬁt ;‘1;; rr:fnm;ni::lu in possession of
_Labour an ral Democrat leaders are uwgil, an even 1o discuss
mr.;hinl for the cloak of the United Nations to  withdrawal with the UN secretary-general,
justify jettisoning their promises of a nonparti-  whose peace efforts seem increasingly futile.
san approach to the government's handhing of Should Iraq now conclude that no further
policy on the Gulf. A letter 1o the prime  action will be taken without UN approval,
minister from Paddy Ashdown, the Liberal  Baghdad will multiply its cfforis to bypass
Eﬁmﬁﬁ,‘u. béu:a.ﬁcr. di;mands mmrrglmqnts sanctions and hope for the world 1o tire of
ich would severely constrain Britain's ntation, What th i
future m ilitary options. These Mrs Thatcher ::;ngu mﬂuuliﬁud inmwﬁ:¥m1“$gﬁ
e e e 1o -l i
state unequivocally that Britain will “follow na!:':gnal pﬂ:-. :Ind security™. TEJ': ﬁguus
sanclions, and sanctions alone™, in pursuit of  cgich-all phrase allows room for judgment on
its aim, He asks for an underiaking that Britain  the definition of “necessary”, More 1o the
acoepis that it is for the UN Secunity Countil,  poing are the successive rr;sn]min-ns on Kuwait
nol individual states, 10 decide if further action itsell. which imposed enforceabl fons i
is required, and a pledge that Britain will not ::.ﬁu: Lliﬂ:ﬁ\p@ lmqm'ﬁ'h'ﬁ' ﬂfﬁ?m
initiate offensive action without the council's  rroplutions explicitly lefl open the question of
eaplicit authorisation. He challenges the 4500 5] under which the Hri'tish.qﬁmtﬂcan
government’s contention that the individual o4 4 B0 g Lo g ot forees are i
and collective self-defence clause of the UN 2 0 e o ol EoriTict, states
Charter, article 51, provides adequate legal o inon) Dd'.‘”“u_ bt gnm“q:d
grounds for assisting Kuwail 10 recover ils ﬂ_" l““p““:: = li;;I DIIE;.:n : s
territory. Significantly, his letter never men- oy the i £ ',,:,;mru“
tions the victim, Kuwait. r:cm e i a5
Labour's Gerald Kaufman, not content with MPOFUANL 84 it 1 10 use 1he Liniied Natiare as
launching his own peace plan for the entire the basis for sny multiosliona’ action, fallure
Middl:nalz‘ast o s e i o !tummp:!hlqlﬁmml_wnuldhlhrppw.
attachment to .the United MNations a siage ond mere eosseiuentih, Gaial e -
further, Not only has he made Labour's Dationdl law than acting without the express
support for the government conditional on the ~ SAnction of the secuity council. A week of
lalter acting only with specific UN iense pegoliations was requirsd 1o obtain
suthorisation, but he purports 1o believe thay | $ecurity council endorsement of an slready
the authority of the UN". The UN is only a | taste of the difficulty of getting 15 stalcs 1o
means to an end. A more upside down senseof  @pprove offensive military action (o drive Irag
priorities in the face of Iraq's aggression js  fom Kuwait There will always be peace
difficull 1o imagine. moves in the offing, excuses to defer a decision.
1o imag:
Mrs Thatcher should pot bow 1o Mr

Any & ch now which encourages Presi- i
dent Hussein 1o believe that he can  Ashdown's further demand that Britain limit

hold on 1o Kuwait decreases the hope of his  itsell in advance 10 removing Irag from
withdrawing and thus increases the nisk of war,  Kuwail. The tactical equation of any conflict
The pﬂg deployment of American forces in over Kuwait could well require milnary action
Saudi Arabia preempted an Iragi moveonthe  against Irag, both to ensure 2 successful
Ssudi cilfields. The decision 1o use American  withdrawal, and to prevent any carly rep-
and British forces 1o impose the naval  etition. The prime minister understands this
blockade on Irag forced Saddam (and the  and deserves ungrudging support on Thursday
inlernationa]l communily) 1o lake sanctions  from all sides of the house,
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Time for reflection
and diplomacy

demands that the West should rule out
direct military action against Saddam Hussein. From
the less thoughtful elements of the Right, there are
strident cries for early military action, argued in
terms which suggest that delay signifies weakness,
To this clamour is added a third element, the impa-
tience of the world's media for a démarche, com-
pounded by the mindless neutrality of some tale-
vision reporters, who seck to advance a media cause
contempiuous of any national or public interest.

Yet, hard on the world's nerves though a period of
limbo may be, it serves important purposes. Presi-
dent Bush and his allies must be right to explore
every peaceful possibility of forcing Saddam’s with-
drawal, before resorting to direct action. The abso-
lute failure of the UN Secretary-General’s weekend
talks with the Iragi foreign minster in Amman
greatly strengthens the American hand. Time for
reflection and diplomacy has reinforced the interna-
tional front against Saddam, The importance of
ensuring that Irag loses not only Kuwait, but also the
means to renew aggression with nuclear or chemical
weapaons, is being driven home to many people.

1f war comies, it will be remarkable if America and
| its allies can command the whole-hearted support of

cannol become the sine que non of Washington's
policy. Stresses within the Soviel Union, between
reformists and those who find it intolerable to aban-
don a former Moscow client, are wnlikely to be
resolved wholly Lo the West's satisfaction, But these
difficulties do not invalidate Washington and Lon-
don's policy of deing everything possible to ensure
that if military action becomes necessary it would
have the widest passible international support,

Some Conservatives, fearful that the resolution of
the Western democracies will cumble, summon
memories of Munich and 1938, but draw wrong con-
clusions from them. Chamberlain was undoubtedly
gulled and humiliated by Hitler. But most historians
believe that the interval before war broke oul was
decisive in convincing the Western world, and above
all the British dominions, that Hitler must be fought;
and in buying time to provide Britain with the bare
minimum of military resources to carry on the
struggle. In the Gulf crisis, it cannot be repeated too
often thit the United States and its allies should not
embark upon direct military action until they have
deployed the strongest possible forces, 1o ensure a
decisive conclusion. [t is improbable that this opti-
mum moment will come before October, If it is
decided to allow the economic blockade to tighten its
grip, the internal stresses upon Saddam's regime are
unlikely to become critical before next year. This
may prove too long to wait, given the fragility of the
intermational cpalition.

T IS pot surprising that some strong differ-
I ences of opinion are emerging about the way
ahead in the Gulf. From the Left, thers are |

But it will be a sorry reflection upon the Western
public, and the media which influence it, if its will
and patience cannot now endure a pause. This period
of international diplomacy and discussion should
strengthen popular understanding that the challenge
af Sﬂll:'l:l a dangerous aggressor as Iraq's President —
and it is the fact that he is an aggressor, not that he is
a Iyrant, which poses an intolerable threat — must be
met. It is not edasy for Western leaders to strike the
right public balance, displaying determination with-
cut appearing committed to war, The Prime Minis-
ter, whose per-fnfmauc't has been impressively low-
key since the crisis began, at times came close to |
stridency in a weekend television interview, though |
she was entirely right to reiterate that the tragic
predicament of the hostages in Iraq cannot be
a!lnweq to determine policy. The Commons debate
later this week will provide an important Opportunity
for her to emphasise her commitment to the frustra.
tion of Saddam, without exposing herself to the
charge of bellicosity.
_ A week before Iraq invaded Kuwait, we argued in
this column that, whether or not Saddam's threats
led to war, the West must sooner or later expect to
fight somewhere in the world in defence of its vital
interests, of which oil is the foremost. This moment
may indeed come in the Middle East in the next few
manths, But it can seldom or never be Wrang to be
seen to explore the limits of diplomacy and indirect
pressure before taking action which will cost many
lives, and the justice of which will be debated before

the bar of history.

the world community. Formal backing from the UN |




