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I am writing to let you know of the Defence Secretary’s plans
to deploy three Royal Navy ATTACKER class patrol craft to the Cyprus

—

Sovereign Base Areas (SBAs). —~—

The deployment will be made, on a temporary basis, in the light
of the increased terrorist threat to the SBAs from pro-Iraqgi/Libyan
terrorist groups, which has arisen as a resdlt of the Gulf crisis.
The SBAs have good defences to landward already, but the ability of
the garrison to carry out sea patrols of the lengthy SBA coastline
is limited. The ATTACKERs, which will be manned by RN crews and
armed with machine guns, will provide a 24 hour sea patrol
capability and act as” a useful deterrent while the threaf remains
high. wWe are discussing with HM Customs and Excise whether
additional Customs Officers could be deployed to SBAs so as to allow
increased routine searching of vessels (for which only they and
police have legal powers).

The vessels to be deployed are currently serving with
University Royal Naval Units. There will be no significant
penalties arising from th&ir withdrawal from these duties, and they
will return to the Universities when they are no longer required in
Cyprus. The additional cost for a six month deployment is estimated
at about £250K. i

We are considering how to make this public, perhaps grouping up
with announcements on further deployments to the Gulf area itself.

I am sending a copy of this letter to Richard Gozney (FCO),

John Gieve (HM Treasury), Colin Neilson (Energy), Juliet Wheldon
(Attorney-General’s Office), and to Sonia Phippard (Cabinet Office).
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