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FM WASHINGTON ,
TO IMMEDIATE FCO ‘q£)¥tq[‘,
TELNO 2218

OF 122237Z SEPTEMBER 90

INFO IMMEDIATE ROME, ACTOR

INFO PRIORITY OTHER EC POSTS, BAGHDAD, RIYADH, GULF POSTS

k COFY

YOUR TELNO 500 TO ROME: IRAQ/KUWAIT: IRANIAN STATEMENT
e

SUMMARY
1. STATE SCEPTICAL ABOUT AN IRAN/IRAQ OIL DEAL, AND INCLINED TO
PLAY DOWN THE KHAMENEI STATEMENT.

DETAIL

2 STATE DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN WAS ASKED ABOUT THE KHAMENEI
STATEMENT AND REPORTS OF IRAN/IRAQ OIL-FOR-FOOD DEAL. HE
REPLIED: QUOTE IRAN HAS REPEATEDLY SAID

THAT IT'S A RESPONSIBLE MEMBER OF THE

INTERNATIONAL COMMUNTITY. IT IS A MEMBER OF THE UNITED NATIONS
AND IS OBLIGATED TO CARRY OUT THE UN SANCTIONS. IT HAS "SAID IT
WOULD DO SO. AND, IN THE ABSENSE OF EVIDENCE TO THE CONTRARY,
BELCTEVE "THAT THEY WILL DO SO UNQUOTE

3. STATE DEPARTMENT HAVE TOLD US THEY HAVE YET TO SEE THE FULL
TEXT OF KHAMENEI'S STATEMENT, AND ARE RESERVING FINAL

JUDGEMENT. BUT THEY ARE AT PRESENT NOT PARTICULARLY CONCERNED.
THEY NOTE THAT IT IS CONSISTENT WITH LONGSTANDING IRANIAN
OPPOSITION TO A MAJOR US MILITARY PRESENCE IN THE AREA.

THEIR IMPRESSION IS THAT, WHILE EXPRESSED IN HARSH TERMS,
KHAMENEI'S MESSAGE FALLS SHORT OF A DIRECT CALL FOR ATTACKS

ON US FORCES IN THE GULF. THEY HAVE NO PLANS AT PRESENT TO SEEK
CLARIFICATION. '

4. ON THE TEHRAN TIMES ARTICLE, STATE COMMENTED THAT THEY HAD
ONE REPORT THAT IRANIAN AND IRAQI OIL MINISTERS HAD MET ON 9
SEPTEMBER (DURING TARIQ AZIZ'S VISIT TO TEHRAN) AND HAD
DISCUSSED POSSIBLE IRANIAN ASSISTANCE TO IRAQ IN MARKETING THEIR
CRUDE. BUT STATE DOUBT WHETHER IRAN IS SERIOUSLY

CONTEMPLATING SUCH A FLAGRANT BREACH OF THE EMBARGO THEY THINK
THAT IT COULD BE JUST TALK DESIGNED TO STRING THE IRAQIS ALONG.
ALTERNATIVELY, IT COULD HAVE BEEN PITCHED TOWARDS THE WEST" 1IN
THE HOPE OF SOME WESTERN CONCESSIONS. THE FACT THAT THE STORY
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APPEARED IN THE TEHRAN TIMES LENDS CREDENCE TO THIS EXPLANATION.

Bs STATE CONFIRMED THAT THEY HAD NO EVIDENCE THAT ANY
TRANSHIPMENT OF IRAQI OIL TO IRAN HAD OCCURRED TO DATE.
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