PRIME MINISTER

WRITTEN INTERVIEW WITH AL-HAYAT NEWSPAPER:
11.15 AM WEDNESDAY 19 OCTOBER 1990

You have agreed to give a written interview to the daily Arabic
language newspaper "Al-Hayat". "Al-Hayat" is published
simultaneously in France and Egypt as well as at its headquarters
in London. It moved here from Beirut two years ago, and now has a
large circulation, particularly in Saudi Arabia, but also in the
Gulf and the rest of the Middle East.

I attach questions from the newspaper together with draft answers
provided by the Foreign Office. "Al-Hayat's" Editor-in-Chief,

Mr Jihad Khazen, will call on you on Wednesday 24 October for an
extended photocall of about 10 minutes or so.

Content with the attached answers and with a photocall on
Wednesday?
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PETER BEAN
Press Office

19 October 1990
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Q.1 : Did the Iraqgi occupation of Kuwait come as a complete surprise
to you, or had your Government considered/ it was a possibility

should the talks between Kuwait and Iraq/;ail?
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Q.2 : Do you consider that the UK now hasfﬁn adequate military
presence in the Gulf to meet any co@tingencies, Oor are you
considering plans to boost it furthér? If so, what types of
forces you think are still needed ‘here? Are you now
satisfied with the contribution, whether military or
financial, of Europe, Japan, and Afab countries to the
military build-up?
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Have the mechanics of the chain of command in the Gulf now
been fully worked out as a result of the visit of the Defence
Secretary Tom King to Washington, and do you accept the
placing of British and other forces there under supreme US

command?
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The Command arrangeme?ts agreed frov1de for British Forces to
remain under ultimate UK- Cemmaﬁd. However they may be placed
under the tactical control of a US Commander for specific
actions where this makes mtlltary sense. Equally some US
units may be assigned to BK tactical control. Both US and UK
forces, of course, are under the strategic guidance of the

Saudi Arabianms.

Given the fact that economic sanctions have never worked in

the past, do your really expect them to work this time?

Iraq is particularly vulnerable to sanctions: its economy is
based almost totally on the export of oil and is heavily
dependent on imports. Thanks to the full support which the
international community have given to the enforcement of
sanctions, all oil outlets have been effectively blockaded,
and the import of goods have been cut to a trickle. That will
give sanctions the best possible chance of achieving their
objective: to get Irag out of Kuwait. But we do not rule out

the military option

President Bush has stated repeatedly that should sanctions
not work, then other options must be considered. In fact,
there can be only one other option: war. Do you feel that war
is avoidable?
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Should Br1ta1n along w1th the US and other allles, feel that

war is the only remaining option, would you go back to the UN
Security Council for authorisation to dislodge the Iraqgis by
force?
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Britain has acted throughout the Gulf crisis in accordance
with international law, and we shall continue to do so.
Security Council Resolution 661, which called for
comprehensive economic sanctions, expressly affirms the right
of individual or collective self-defence in response to the
armed attack by Iraq against Kuwait, in accordance with
Article 51 of the UN Charter.

Do you see any possibility in the future of negotiations with
Iraqg over its claims against Kuwait, and what would be the

preconditions and framework of such talks?
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Jordan and the PLO have come out in support of Iraq, while at
the same time supporting the independence of Kuwait. Do you
feel they have lost international support for adopting such a
stand? Have you been surprised by the position of King

Hussein, given his life-long moderate policies?
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Do you accept as at least partially true the criticism in some
quarters that your tough statements against President Saddam
Hussein have endangered the lives of British, and perhaps

other, hostages in Iraq?

It is Iraq which is using human, beings as pawns in this

present crisis. Saddam Husselnvis breachxnﬁ every accepted

}néfm of international behav1our by holding foreign nationals
against their will. This-is totally unacceptable— The Iraqi

\-
Government should allow tﬁbse penple to leave as soon as
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possible. I understandkthe concern of many people who hﬁxe
relatives and friends trapped in Irag and Kuwait. We widl
continue to do everything we can to secure their release, %ut
there can be no deals with hostage-takers, whether they are

terrorists or governments.

British companies dealing with Iragq and Kuwait have lost
hundreds of millions of pounds in lost contracts in both
countries. Are there government plans to compensate and
otherwise help them?

These are mandatory United Nations sanctions, not a unilateral .
move by the British Government. I have-thérgg;§§%*§§ﬁgéﬁhy eelh g
with those who have suffered losses. But many companies are
insured against such unforeseen events with our Export Credit
Guaran tee Department and have paid premiums accordingly. It

would be unfair to them to treat insured and uninsured

companies equallyz * *ﬁ”~J;; = e e wde B
There has been mention by some US officials of the need for
long-term security arrangements in the Gulf to avoid the type
of scenario we are now witnessing. What shape do you think
such arrangements might take, and what might Britain’s role
be? What is the likely impact of the current crisis on
Britain’s future defence planning, particularly at a time when
its defence spending is under review as a result of the
changes in Europe?
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There has been much speculation that the US administration’s
plans for a $20 billion arms deal with Saudi Arabia threaten
Britain’s own position as an arms supplier to the Kingdom, and
in particular the future of the Al Yamamah programme,
including the planned sale of 48 more Tornado planes. What is

your own perception of the situation?

I would not wish to go into any detail on the question of-arms
sales to Saudi Arabia. But we do have a very close
relationship with Saudi Arabia-and-there can-be no doubt that
the Al Yamamah Programme has been a great success. Both
governments remain firmly committed to the Programme and I
believe it will continue to make an important contribution to

the security of the region for many years to come.

There have been hints by British officials that a restoration
of relations with Syria is imminent. Is this the case, and

what preconditions would the Syrians have to meet?

I welcome Syria’s de0151on to segd troops to defend Saudi

S L\
Arabia against Iraqi aggressiony’ I know ?ﬁat £he AmerIEans
and Irish have acknowledged Syria’s helpful réle in seecuring

the release of their hostages in-Lebanon. —So-have-we. We
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brokegfeiatleﬁs with Syria in 1986 because we had clear

evidence of their involvement in an attempt to place a bomb on
an airliner at Heathrow airport. We have to overcome such

problems before we can resume relations. I-trust we-can-do-so
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before-tee—long:~

I urge President Asad to-demonstrate his rejection of
terrorism and te use his influence t6 persuade those who are

holding British hostages to release them.

Q.14: Following the release of Brian Keenan, and the recent meeting
of the British Ambassador in Beirut with Sheikh Fadlallah,
will Britain from now on be taking a more active role in

trying to secure the release of its hostages in Lebanon?
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Britain -has always taken an active rete in werking f%r the

release of British hostages in Lebanon. { We have followed up
every lead both in Lebanon and elsewhere and used every
contact that we thought might bring results. We have also
raised the plight of the hostages in every major internationgl
forum. Our vigorous efforts will continue. (b4~ W& Vfﬁ?1¢ -
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As is well known, Iran playéd a helpful role in the releases
of Brian-Keenan and two American hastages earlier this year.
“~Iran has undertaken publicly to use her humanitarian influence
to achieve the release of the remaining hostages in Lebanon.
Fo%iowingﬂthé”régumption”of”dipiematicAxeiatieas)we‘wi}r:
continue to urge them to live up-to this undertaking. =
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