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The Gulf: US Views on UN Authority for Military Action Pﬁgf

The Prime Minister may wish to see these two
telegrams, which supplement my mlnute to her of 24 October.

Kimmitt was called away suddenly from our meeting to_attend

—

Baker, who had to recelve Prlnce Bandar.

2he The argument in telegram 2589 is a predictable one

and it is natural that the State Department should deploy

e

it. There was a general feeling during my visit that of

‘course a further resolutlon authorlslng force would be

' prov1ded always we could get 1t qulckly and in the

a -

form we wanted. But the problem lies in the proviso. Nor
do I flnd conv1nc1ng the assurance that an approach would

only be made to the UN 1f it was clear that it would

succeed. There are two snags First, although our

e — e ————

private consultations mlght lead us to believe everything

——

was sewn up, matters could change rapidly once the

resolutlon was revealed to a wider audience. Secondly,

- — ——d

there could be no guarantee that prlvate consultations

would not leak, giving the Iraqgis the warnlng they want.

made these points elsewhere in my rounds

32 The idea that we might seek in November additional

authority for military action at some unspecified time in

S —————

the future 1is also 51m11ar to 1deas I heard from Wolfow1tz

— ——

— _

I do not flnd'the argument that operational security would

——

be preseved thereby entlrely persua51ve It is true Saddam

might not know the precise time of the allied attack; but

=

he would have been put on notlce that one was much more

likely, if not 1nev1table. He would therefore be prompted

to take pre-emptive moves whether military or diplomatic

———

and plenty of time to mount them. L

———
—

25 October 1990 PERCY CRADOCK
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AUTHORITY FOR THE MILITARY OFTION

I HAD AN OFFORTUNITY TO SFEAK TO KIMMITT ALOME ORN

THE OFTIONS FOR FUTURE ACTIVITY IN THE UM, AMD THE

BILTITY OF A FURTHER APFROACH TO AUTHORISE HMILITARY
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KIMMITT REFEATED THAT THE US ADMINISTRATION

WRTIOLE 51 GAVE SUFFICIENT AUTHORITY. IN ADDITION THEY

Ui‘-l[llzl-_.--:x':'.flT'Z[E*IQTEZ THE DIFFICULTIES OF GETTING A SATISFACTORY

RESOLUTION THROUGH. THERE WAS, HOWEVER, ONE IMFORTAMI
FOLITICAL CONSIDERATION, OF WHICH WE SHOULD BE AWA WE «
BE MUCH EASIER TO ORTAIN CONGRESSIONAL ACQUIESCENCE OVER
CTION ( POSSIBLY THROUGH A FORMAL VOTE) IF CONGRES
ACT IN SUFFORT OF AUTHORITY GIVEM BY THE LINTERN

“OMMUNITY THROUGH THE UMITED NATIONS, RATHER THAM

FICULT DISCUSSIONM ON WHERE AUTHORITY FOR COMPML ITING

ACTION LAY UNDER THE WAR FOWERS ACT. BAKER HA I ALREAY

TIME WITH CONMGRESS OM THIS ISSHUE.

[TT ADDED THAT IM VIEW OF THE RUN OF NOT VERY HELFEU
COUNCIL PRESIDENTS FOLLOWINMG THE UMITED STATES IN
ANDI WITH INDIA, ZIMBARWE AMD AUSTRIA COM ING OM THE
NEW YEAR, SOME THOUGHT WAS NOW
ADDITIONAL AUTHORITY FOR MILITARY
THE ADDED AIVANMTAGE OF THIS WAS

FRESERVED.

HE GAME AWAY TO SADDAM HUSSEIN THA T AM ATTACK

4 . I GHOULD BE GRATEFUL IF KIMMITT'S C OM
RESFECTED ANMD IF THIS COULD BE TREA TrEn AS FOR BACKGROUMD
[NFORMATION ONLY UNTIL US REFPRESEN TATIVES RAISE THIS WITH US

MORE DEFINITE WAY.

ACLAMI
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(OU WILL HAVE SEEN MY

WAS VERY SORRY THAT HE HAI HAD TO LEAVE THE &"il?l‘ii":" ING

ARRUPTLY. HE HAD MUCH ENJOYED THE EXCHANGE, AND WOUI

IT TO CONTINUE. HE HAD PARTICULARLY WANTED TO TELL

» R |

CONSINDERATION IN MY TUR. IT WAS NOT OF

WAS SOMETHING WHICH THE AD MINMISTRATLON HAD

HE REMAINED OF THE VIEW THA T AN APPROACH SHOULD OMNLY

THE UMITED MATIONS IF IT WAS CLEAR THAT IT WOULD SUCCEED.

THE ADMIMISTRATION WOULD HA VE TO RELY OM ARTICLE

CONGRESSIUNAL ASFECT
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