CONFIDENTIAL

10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SWIA 2AA
From the Private Secrerary 7 November 1990

THE GULF: SOVIET VIEWS

I enclose a copy of a message to the Prime Minister from
President Gorbachev which I received this morning, about the
situation in the Gulf. It is a reply to a message which the
Prime Minister sent to Mr. Gorbachev while he was in Madrid. The
Soviet Ambassador is coming in to see her this evening to discuss
it. I should be grateful for advice in due course on whether it
would be appropriate for the Prime Minister to send a further

reply.

You will see that the message ends by saying that

Mr. Gorbachev hopes to meet the Prime Minister in "the nearest
future". Obviously the sooner we hear anything about dates the
better. No doubt Sir Rodric Braithwaite is keeping in close
touch with President Gorbachev's office.

I am copying this letter and enclosure to Simon Webb
(Ministry of Defence) and to Sonia Phippard (Cabinet Office).

(CHARLES POWELL)

J.S. Wall, Esq., L.V.O.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.

CONFIDENTIAL
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Unofficial translation

Mrs. Margaret Thatcher A( )
Prime-Minister of Great Britain

Lond : \en AN
ﬁpnuon 9 \lepom . (O~ WA AN
et S N 6 November 1990

- 24540 | SR R 717
Dear MNrs. Thatcher,

I have studied carefully the letter you sent me concerning
your views on the Kuwaiti crisis. This crisis, of course, was the
subject of special concern during the meetings in the capitals
of Spain and France.

1l also write to you taking into account the trip to the
Middle East of my special envoy Mr. Eugeni

From the very outset it should be sai } there can be no
doubt whatsoever in the firmness and consis y of our policy
of the Iraqi aggression. In Baghdad and in other capitals, both
our confidential and publical, position has been in strict
accordance with the Security Council resolutions. I have stated
pablicly and I am prepared to repeat to you the following:
the aggression should be reversed, and the aggressor himself
cannot count on a reward. The Security Council resolutions should
be implemented.

At the Paris press-conference I emphasised: "We cannot accept

e
should not give any ground for Iraq, President Hussein's regime,

(e}

to aspire and hope for any split among those, who oppos
aggression". There should be not a single crack, not a si
chink. And it has to be said, my talks with President Mitt
have shown ths 1ir Franch partners are also firm in their
support for ti rict implementation of the sanctions
adopted within the UN framework.
Another vital element of our collective
Security Council consists of a specific commitmen
cal solution, since a new war in the Middle East
rophic consequences. For the sake of a peaceful
ment, let us, if necessary, increase the political,

strably military, economic and moral pressure on the

i

SS0T.

?
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Mr. E.Primakov shared with you his impressions of his

first trip to Baghdad. Recently, he saw Saddam Hussein again

and, as a result, formed impression that, under the sanctions'
pressure, the Iraqi's, it seems, are beginning to wonder

how far the matters had gone. In a streight forward and
manner we described to the Iraqi leadership the actual

which they had brought onto themselves. We bluntly told
S.Hussein that a military strike could be inevitable if the
Iraqi troops did not withdraw from Kuwait. So far Iraq has not
introduced any significant changes to its position yet, however,
certain shifts in it are visibly emerging. I em quite confident
in the following: as long as there remains one chance in a
thousand to avoid a bloody conflagrations in the Persian Gulf,
contacts with S.Hussain should be sustained. The moment the
guns start to talk will mean not only the death of thousands

and thousands of people - it will also place under a threat
emerging new world order. This option - weather we like it or
not- would become though a horrible, but still "rewarding" a
prize at the expence of the rest of humankind. We believe that
such an outcome of the Kuwait-crisis, in so far as the interests
of the international community are concerned, is unacceptable

It was precisely the term - "unacceptable" - was used in
Paris. Unfortunately, the British media int ) ered this term
"inadmissible", "out of the question". Ti sia saning of
this term is "highly undersirable"

At my press-conference in Paris I specifically stressed the
need for a more energetic use of the Arab factor. For, as yetv
the Arabs have played the role of spectators, shifting the
burden of responsibility for the settlement of the crisis onto

i

the Security Council and primarily its permanent members. The
Arab leac should as well be involved in the international
efforts. t them ponder and make

seems to me, that it might be less 7 S.Hussain to
retreat provided that the provisions of Tl S rity
resolutions,without one single concession of

also be Lrecﬂnrec as some kind of an Arab and



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm

There is in our diplomatic efforts (as in yours, naturally)

another priority i.e. the lives of our citizens in Iraq. As the
President of the USSR, I simply must do everything possible to
prevent casualties. After meeting my representative, S.Hussaln
is aware of the significance of the problem. I do not

any follow hopes but the agreement of the Iragi leade

to a phased departure of Soviet specialist as well as

softenning of Baghdad's attitude regarding the hostages
some other countries allows me to hope that certain

is gaining ground in Baghdad. The tactics of the international

community manifasting its rejection of hostage taeking, is bringnin

about certain results. We should not allow pressure on
igssue to deminish.

While resolving an immediate task of re
in his illegitimate claims on Kuwait there
need to consider the future of the region a
tasks as curbing the arms race in the Middl

the confidence-building measures and establishing the regional
security measures are becoming ever more topical. All that,
I repeat, merits a serious discussion and dialogue.

I do, however, share the opinion that at the moment, it
is not appropriate - due to -tactical considerations - to put
an emphasis on a linkage between the crisis in the Persian
Gulf and other conflicts in this region.

These are the considerations which I would like to put

forward in regards your letter.
I hope to meet you in the nearest future. We shall
an opportunity to discuss this problem,- among others, - in

more detail.

With respect,
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yBaxaemasd rocmnoxa TaTuep,

BHMMATEJBHO O3HAKOMWJICA C Bamum NHCEMOM, B KOTOpPOM BH 13-
JaraeTe CoOOpaxeHUA B CBA3M C KyBeHTCKUM KpusucoMm. OH, pasyme-
eTcA, OHJ IpeIMEeTOM 0COOOT0 BHUMaSHUA B XOIe BCTpedY B CTOJHIAX
Vcnanuum m OpaHImu.

[mmy Bam ¢ y4yeTOM TakXe II0e3IKM MOEI'0 CIeIMaJIbHOT'O Ipel-
cTaBuTenada E.M.[IpumakoBa 0 cTpaHam bauxHero BocToxa.

CremyeT CKas3aThk C CaMor'0 Hayana — He JIOJXKHO OHTE HN Maeii-
IeI'0 COMHEHMUA B INOCJIEINOBATEJBHOCTHA B TBEpIOCTH Halle# JUHANA B
OTHOIEHMH IIDOTUBOIEMCTBHA MPAKCKOR arpeccum. B barmame m mpyrux
CTONUIAX, KOHPUISHIMAJIBHO ¥ OTKPHTO, MH BHCTYIIA8M CTPOTO C IO-
auimit pesosawimit CoBeTra besomacHocTH. S TroBopua NyOJAXYHO, IOBTO DK
1 Bam: arpeccus OOJXHA OHTH IIOBEpHyTa BCIATH, & CaM arpeccop He
MOXET paCCUMTHBATE Ha Bo3HarpaximeHue. Pemenuna CoseTa besomac-
HOCTH IOJIXHH OHTEH BHIIOJIHEHH.

Ha npecc-rkoHGepeHIMHM B [[lapuxe A NomvyepkHyaA: "My He MOXEM
IONyCTATh, HE MNOJXHH NAaTh HMKAKOTO NoBoma /paky, pexuMy Ipe3u-—
neHTa C.XycefiHa HDymMaTh W HameATBCHA HA KaKOW-TO pasial MexIy
TeMHA, KTO NPOTABOCTOMT arpeccCHu". 3IeCH HE MOJXHO OHTH HU E€IWHOTO
pasJyomMa, HH ONHO# mMeJIOYKH. V/, HAIO CKaszaThk, pasToBOp C Ipe3u-
IeHTOM MUTTEpaHOM IOKA3aJl, 4YTO HalKl QpaHIy3CKAEe NAapPTHEDH TaKKe
TBEpPIC CTOAT 3a CTPOTOE BHIOJHEHME CaHKUM#, KOJJIEKTWBHO BHpaA-
00OTaHHHX M INpUHATHX B pamrax OOH.

JIlpyro# BaxHeMIM# SJEMEHT HAle¥ KOJJIEKTHBHOW JWHUK, OIOCpPEeH-
goi#t CoreToM Be30IaCHOCTH, COCTOUT B IIPUBEDKEHHOCTH MMEHHO IOJHA-
THYECKOMy peleHWK, MO0 HOBad BOWHa Ha buimxHeM BocToke mmesa
OH YXACHHE IOoCJenCTBHA. M pamm MUDHOTO ypeTyJAupoBaHMA OyIeM,
ecJ¥ INOHATOOUTCHA, HapallMBaTh NOJATHYECKH#, BOSHHO-IEMOHCTpa-
[MOHHH#, 9KOHOMWYECKWA M MOpAJbHH# HaxXuUM Ha arpeccopa.

E.M.[IpuMakoB meJwicd ¢ BaMu IO HTOTaM CBOE#t mepBoft noe3mKH
B barman. HemaBHO OH BHOBB BcTpedasca ¢ C.Xycef#iHoM, W ¥ HeTo
CcO3MaJ0Ch BIEYATIEHHEe, YTO IO NaBJIEHWEM CaHKIM# B bBarmane
Bpole OH HAvYaJd 3alyMHBATBCH, KyIa 3amio neyo. MH OTKDOBEHHO W



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm

XECTKO PDPaCKpHJM Ilepen WPaKCKAMH DYKOBOINATEJNAMA pPEaNbHYK CUTyalun
B KOTOPYK OHM IIOCTABWIM Ce0d CBOWMM IIOCTYIKaMdA. XYyCEiHY OHJIO
IPAMO CKa3aHO, 4YTO MOXET OKAa3aThCA HEeM30eXHHM BOEHHH# yIap,

eCJIA UpAKCENEe BOficka He OynyT BuBeneHH 13 Kymeiita. Iloxa lpak

HE BHEC CKOJBKO—-HMOYIEF 3HAYAMHX KODDPEKTHBOB B CBOK NO3UIMK, HO
OllpeeJIeHHHe NOINBWXKNA B Heil TeM He MeHee SBHO BH3peBawT. YOSX-
IeH: eCJU CYmecTBYeT XOTA OH OINWH MAHC W3 THCAYA IIPeIOTBPaATHTH
KpOBaBYK BCIHMKY B [[epCHICKOM 3aJilBe, KOHTEKTH C XYCEHHOM Ipe-
pHBATH HE CTOWT. EcaM 3aroBOPAT IOYymKHA, TO 3TO OyIeT 03HAYATH

HE8 TOJBKO THMOEJHh THCAY W THCHAY JOIEH — IO yIApOM OKaxyTCA M
HayaBImMe HaOUpaTh TeMI [POIECCH CTAHOBJIEHAA HOBOT'O MUPOBOTO IIO-
pAnka. /1 aTOT BapWaHT - BHE 3aBHCHMOCTHM OT HAme#d HA TO BOJHU -
cTan OH IyCTh CTpAmNHHM, HO "BO3HATpakIeHNEM" arpeccopy 3a CuUeT
BCOTO OCTANBHOTO YeJOBEYECTBA. B HammMx Ivlazax TaKo#él HCXOIn Ky-
BEATCKOTO KpHW3UCa C TOUYKM 3DPEHUA MHTEDECOB MEXIYHApOIOHOI'O CO00-
mecTBa HeIpuemieM. VIMEHHO 5TO CJOBO - "HelpuemineM" - g yIOTpPeOnaI
B [lapuxe, K COXaJeHWW, ODUTAHCKNE Ta3eTH €TI0 TpaKTORaJWl Kak
"HepmomycTuM", "HCKIKYEH" W T.I. PyCCKOe 3HAYEHWE 3TOI'0 TEepMUHA -
"Kpaiine HexejgaTeJeH".

Ha npecc-koHfepeHIMH B [lapuxe g 0C000 OCTAHOBWJICA Ha HeOO-
XOIMMMOCTH OOJiee SHEPTUWYHOI'0 3aIeCTBOBAHUA apaOCKoTro dakTopa.
Benp moka apalH BHCTYHaAwT OOJIbIIe B DOJM 3pUTeNeil, IepeKiIamHBasd
OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 34 pemeHHMe Kpu3uca Ha CoreT bel30NAaCHOCTH, M B
IepByl OvYepenb eTr'0 IIOCTOAHHHX WIEHOB. Hamo ¥ apaCCKUX JUNEDOB
NOMKINYATE K MEXIYHAPOIHHM YCHJIAAM, IIYCTHE OHMA IyMaAWNT ¥ IAKT
CBOM IpemioxeHusaA. HaBepHoe, C.Xyce#dHy OHJIOC OH Jer'de OTCTYIUTE,
ecJy OH IOJIOXeHUA pe3oywlnii CoreTa be30NacHoCTH - 06e3 eIMHOTO
OTCTYIUISHAA IO CYWECTBY OHJIM OH TaKke NONAHH ¥ KaK Karag—-To
apado-MyCyJbEMAHCKaA WHAIMATHBA.

EcTs B HamMX MWDHHX OWIUIOMATHYECENX YCHIHAAX (TaK X6, BIDO-
yeM, KAK ¥ B Bammx) ¥ IpyTroyl NpAOPHTETHH# MOMEHT — XW3HH HANMX
rpaxiaH, Haxonammxcsa B Mpake. Kak mpesmmeHT CCCP s mpocTo
00d43aH CIeJaTh BCe, 4YTOOH Cpemy HUX He OHJO XepTB. llocie BCTped
C MOMM IIpencTaBHUTeseM XyCedH 3HaeT, UTO 3HAYNAT IJIA HAc 3Ta
npodseMa. He Xody oOOJBHNATBHCH, Ha COIVIACHE MPAKCKOI'O PYKOBOICTBA
Ha IIOCTEeIeHHH# OTHe3II COBETCKHX CIEIMaluCcTOB, CMATYEHWE I1O3NIAM
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Barmama B OTHONSHMM 3aJIOXHAKOB M3 HEKOTODHX OPYTUX CTPaH BCEJIAKT
HATEeXIy, 4YTO HOKOTOpPOe YyBCTBO peaiu3Ma BCe Xe IpoOMBaeT ceoe
mopory B bBarmame. JEeMOHCTPUDYEeMOE MUPOBHM COOOmMECTBOM HEIDPAATHE
BapBApCKO# TAKTUKH 3aXxBaTa 3aJIOXHUKOB INPUHOCHUT OIPENEJNEHHHE De-
3yJbTATH. HaxuM ¥ IO 3TOMy HANpPABJEHWH OCJAOIATE HEJb3A.

Pemasg HeNOCPEICTBEHHYK 3amady oTnopa XyceiHy B ero He3a-
KOHHHX NpUTA3aHUAX Ha KyBeftT, BMIMMO, €CTh HEOOXOIMMOCTH NOIYy-
MATh W O OyIylleM 9TOTO0 peruoHa B menoM. Takme mesn, Kak oO0ys3ma-—
HYe TOHKWM BOODyXeHW# Ha bBianxHeM BocTOKe, BBEISHHKE MED IOBepui,
CO3IaHNe CTPYKTYpP PErUOHAJBHO#X Oe30IaCHOCTH, CTAHOBATCH KaK
HIKOTIA AKTyaJIbHHMW. Bce 3TO, INOBTODAK, 3aCHAyRABAET CEpbe3HOTO
COpa3MHIUIEHNA W Iuajaora.

[Ipn 3TOM A pasmesdan Ty TOYKY 3peHHd, 4YTO ceddac IO TaKTH-
YeCKUM COOOpaxeHWAM HelleJecooO0pasHO IeJaTh aKIeHT Ha B3auMO-
cBA3W Kpusuca B [[eDCHICKOM 3aJyBe C IPYTUMA KOHQUIMKTHHMA CHTY-—
ammaMy 3TOT0 pPEeTHOHA.

TakoBH Te COOOpaxeHMdA, KOTODHE f XOTEJ WUBJOXATH B CBA3W
¢ BaumMm IMCBMOM.

Hameiock Ha BCTpedy ¢ Bamm B Oamxajimee BpeMda, y HAC OyneT
BO3MOXHOCTE OOCYIATH TaKXKEe W 3Ty IpolieMy OoJjiee IOIPOOHO.
C yBaxeHUeM,

M.T'opOaueB

r. JJOHIOH
6 Hoaopa I990 rorza
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