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THE NORTHERN IRELAND CONFERENCE m
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‘The Ministerial Group on policy on Northern Ireland which you
agreed should be established last October has Jjust met under my

Chairmanship to consider progress in the Northern Ireland Conference

and agree on the way ahead. The purpose of this minute is to let you

knOW'our oonolu31ons.

It is our view that the Conference which has nOW'adJourned has

made useful progress. Although the Ulster Unionist Party (UUP) have
_not taken part the three parties who have attended have got to know
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asgwrelatlonship W1th the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland. As,
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.fgﬁ‘ialhe has. already reported to the Cabinet, its major achievement is
. that the. Government and the three political parties now know where
'%;iﬁ posslble areas of agreement lie, wher there may be scope for
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compromlse and where eaoh.party s pOSLtlon 1s lmmovable.ﬂ Furbhermore |
f;ffﬁﬁﬁhey h?Yemoome to a better understandlng of the Governmen 'S ancerlty
”%fkﬁfﬂand'determlnatlon.to achleve a polltloal solutlon 1n NOrthern Ireland
ITQ "iﬁThere 1saagané£éi expeotationwthatLEheinext move lles W1th the“:' =
;f% f?iGovernment when{the Conference reoon?ene Ciaiay T%;g;;iy_wﬁ
”'%ﬁmfggﬁfﬁf But the Conference has made no real Erogress towazdf resolvnng :
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the powerésharlng dllemma.' ThlS 1s the oenural issue which has got to'”:

ihe settled or got round by one means or another before a polltloal
Lo TR

? - ﬁV"solut1on can be achleved | The future is not entlrely w1thout promlse.
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;ﬁtalks with the partles whlch"were helng oonducted in pe rallel with
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gg'the formal bu31ness, w1ll contlnueaﬁ These prlvate talks have gjvennT i
gthe Seoretary of State for Northern Ireland a muoh Clearer vle.ihdnzmw
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~1exten81on of local government on the Engllsh pattern, They are a]l

qulte olear that they want some form ol devolutmon.
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| Although the Conference has formally adJourned the prlvate bilat eral _;_

1fhltherto Of what the POllt}Csl Parbles do HOﬁ‘want whjch 1nc1ude ,and%flt
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~¥”~thefnext Se531on of Parllament W1th_an approprlate reference to 1t
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m;expressed a wish to see you as soon as poss1ble to dis cuss a wide
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On procedure we consider that the\next step should be for the
Secretary of State for Northern Ireland to produce a draft White
Paper which will make some rather more specific propgsal:“tﬁz;fthose
in the orlglnal consultative document which formed the working paper
for the Conference. I propose that this should be considered by my
group towards the end of April, circulated for the approval of the
Cabinet and published by mid May. | ”

Thls Whlte Paper would prov1de a basis for further bilateral
discu851on W1tb all the main parties 1nclud1ng the UUP leading
perhaps to a reconvened Conference meetlng in London. There might
alsoﬂdurlng this stage be a Parllamentary debate on the matter. The
Secretary of State for Northern Ireland would then aim before the
Summer Recess to put proposals to the Cabinet in the light of thls'
further Conference on whlch conclu51ons would be reached about
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content and practicalltles of 1eg1s1atlon To take plaoe early in
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'wwuhls lS obV1ously an ambltlous tlmetable partlcu]arly when the
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solution of the central problem is stlll in doubt But there seems to

R tj‘+ L e i; MJ i

us. to be every advantage 1n keeplng up‘the pressure on the four

polltlcal partles. They are”unllkely to agree. to our eventual

proposals w1th enthu81asﬁfand we shall not in any case be able to
override thelr total opp031t10n. But we may be able to obtain thelr

reluctant acqulescence to proposa]s whlch they see command the
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agreement of the other polltlcal paxtles and a degree of popular,wifpf
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support in Ireland
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ib*If we do-not malntaln the pressure, we are llkely to be pressed
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kgiourselves partlcularly from abroad Mr Haughey has already
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*g;range of subaects includlng NOrthern Ireland f We do not COHSLOGP
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,uf'that you W111 W1sh to dlscuss theqc matters w1th hlm 1n the ‘margins of
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the postponed European Council meeting and we believe that the
balance of advantage lies, in inviting him to London to have talks
with you as soon as your diary allows after Easter. We are not .
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fortunately being subjected to any pressure from the United States
at the present moment but this situation may change if we cannot
demonstrate some signs of progress. This is another argument in
favour of an early invitation to Mr Haughey.

I would be grateful for your agreement to the procedure
proposed in this minute of which copieSego to the Lord Chancellor,
Lord Prlvy Seal Secretary of State for Defence, and Secretary'of
State for Norfhern Ireland. I am also sending copies to members of
OD for their information. e e -
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