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Ottaws Summit and Meeting of Personal Representatives

As Itold you on the f_.u.l.ephane, Mz, Alan Gotlieb called on
Sir Robert Armstrong on Tuesday 10th February and discussed with him a
number of aspects of both the Ottawa Sumumit and the forthcoming meeting of
Personal Representatives in London,

Ottawa Summit Format

Mr. Gotlieb said that he had heard that the State Department had indicated
that it was not likely that President Reagan would wish to be without Secretary of
State Haig during most of the Summit, If Mr. Haig was present, this would
obviously have implications for the attendance of other Toreign Ministers.

Mr. Gotlieb had recently discussed this gucstion with Prime Minister Trudeau,
who had suggested that the Heaés of State and Government might meet alone over
dinner on the first night of the Summit (the Sunday night), That would no doubt
be an cccaelon for a wide-ranging informal discussion. They might then meet
alone on the Monday morning for a short opening session, when they could both
discues how they wished the Summit to procced and commission work as
neceegsary. They could always reserve the right to retura to restricted session
(for instance, at the end of the first day) if thet seemed neces Bary or appropriate.
Sir Robert Armstrong commented that he thought that this formula would be
acceptable to the Prirme Minister, if it were to be proposed by the Canadians,

He emphasised thet her position had not changed since Le laet outlined it in Paris
and that she attached {mportance to having discussions with the other Heads of
State and Governmoant alone,

Economic Topics for Ottawa

In response to a suggestion from Sir Robert Armestrong that there was
probably no need for the Ottawa Summit to be dominated by energy questions {n
the same way as the previous two Summits, Mr. Gotlieb agreed and said that he
thought that the Canadians might wish to propose the commiseioning of & study of
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recycling questions. This had been raised at previous Summits, and although he
wag not yet in a position to suggest what the remit or conclusions of a recycling
study might be, he thought that it could very usafully consider how to handle
recycling in the medium and long term so as to avold crises. On macro-
economic questions, Mr. Gotlieb agreed that it would be necessary to consider
whether a paper should be commissioned similar to those drafted by

Mr. Schultze for previous Summits, FHis financial officiale thought that on
balance there should be 2 paper, but it wae for consideration whether it should
be drafted by Shultze's successor, Mr. Weidenbaum, or by someone else. It
could be prepared for discussion 2t the Personal Representatives' meeting i= May
and then updated for the Summit.

Political Questiors

Mr. Gotlieb thought that Heads of State and Government at Ottawa would
want to give a good deal of attention to thc rnanagement of East-W est relations.
He had been struck when he had attended recent discussione betweeh ;
Mr. MacGuigen and Secretary of State Haig that a major turning point had been
reached in East-West reletions following recent developments in Poland: it was
no longer true to assume that a1l the Western indusirialised nations kad the
samne basic interests in their relations with the Soviet Union. The absence of
common interest meant that it was much more difficult for the West to agree how
to react to crises and to see their reaction in terrns of the West's long~term
relations with both the Soviet Union and the Eastern European satsllite siates.
Mr, Gotlieb thought that a wide-ranging discussion of East-West relaticas at
Ottawa would be welcome to all Heads of State and Government, not least to the
Americans. It would allow them to put the work of the aid study into a greater
strategic perspective than might otherwise be the case if the Surnmit were merely
to concentrate on ald in isolation. It was clear that Secretary of Stete Haig
realized both the political role of United Statee aid policy and the importance of
not tying the hands of the new United States Administration on aid and North-
Eouth questions. Ald to the developing world could be a major tool in the new
Administration's strategy towards its relations with the Soviet Union.

Sir Robert Armstrong agreed that there was much to be saiéd for
congldering what sort of framework the Weat needec to devize for handling its
relations with the East and that this could well be a greater focus of attention at
Ottawa than zid alone,

Trade

Sir Robert Armetrong said that he was net aware of any multilateral trade
issues which were likely to require attention either at the Personal
Representatives meeting or at Ottawa, He did, however, mention to
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Mr, Gotlieb that Europe's trading relations with Japan were likely to be in the
minds of the Personal Representatives representing European Governmenta and
institutions, though the matter would probably not surface at this meeting,

Copies of this letter go to Joseph Halligan (Treasury), Chris Wright
(Energy), Jonathan Phillips (Trade) and Vi Resd (ODA).

D.J. WRIGHT

(D.J. Wright)
Private Secretary
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