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TELEGRAM NUMBER 774 OF 27 JULY 1982

YOUR TELNO L445: ALLEGATIONS OF_FEEHCH HELP FOR ARGENTINA OVER
EXOCETS, - e

—

3, | SAW GUTMANN, SECRETARY GENERAL AT THE QUAI, THIS EVEKIKNG
(27 JULY) AND ASKED WHAT CLARIFICATIONS HE COULD OFFER,

o, GUTMANN SAID THE QUAL HAD ESTABL{SHED THE FOLLOWING FACTS
BASED ON REPORTS FROM THE FRENCH MISSICON N BUENOS AIRESE

(&) THE FREHWCH TECHNICIANS HAD STANDIHG IKRSTRUCTIONS, DATI NG
FROM BEFORE THE FALKLAKDS CRISIS, NOT TO HELP THE ARGENTIRNES

I THE EVENT OF AM ARMED CONFLICT. THESE INSTRUCTIONS APPLIED
GENERALLY TO FRENCH TECHNICIANS IR THE EVERT OF THE COUNTRY WHERE
THEY WERE SERVING BECOMING INVOLVED IN CORFLICT,

(B) KO HELP HAD BEEN CGIVEN, KOR WAS ANY NECESSARY, THE
EQUIPMENT HAD BEEN OPERATIONAL FROM DECEMBER 1981. HOVWEVER

THERE HAD BCEN NQ_TEST FIRIKGS BEFORE THE. s S I TLES.
Ll - - S e C ak oIME HADY BEES




AR s ‘ ? HBEH 1984, NOWEVER-
THERE—HAR—BEEH—H0—TESTFHRHGS—BEFORETHE CUTBREAKOF HOSTILTTHES~
THIS WAS WHY THE FIRST OPERATIONAL FIRINGS HAD BEENM FROM .
LESS THAN THE MAXtHMUM DI STAHCE. THE ARGENTINE PERSOKNEL HAD
BEEN TRAJHED (4 FRANCE AND HAD ALL THE KECESSARY KNO?.‘—EOW,

(C) THE FREHCH TECHN|CIANS HAD REMATNED IN ARGENTINA FOR
COMMERCI AL REASOES. DURING THE CONFLICT _THEY HAD BEEN TOLD TO
STAY AT HOME, READING FROM A TELEGRAY GUTMANN QUOYED THE
FRENCH MILITARY ATTACHE AS SAYVING THAT AS FAR AS HE KREW_NO
COUNTER=I HSTR i BEEN GIVEW BY THE FRENCH CO™PANIES
INVOLVED. | |H ARY CASE KO EXOCET A"39 SPECIALIST WAS PRESENT
4 nRGEHT/NA.

. ASJED ABOUT COLIN (NOT COLEN, AS PRINTED tN THE SUNDAY TIMES).
GUTHANN $AID HE WAS ON HOLIDAY AND HAD NOT YET BEEN CUESTIONED,
GUTHANN THOUGHT THAT WORDS MIGHT HAVE BEEN PUT INTO COLIN'S
MOUTH ON THE BASIS OF LEADING QUESTIONS FROM THE SUNDAY
TIMES, WHICH SEEMED TO BE PURSUING A VENDETTA AGAINST FRANCE,

. THE SUNDAY TIMES HAD MADE UNTRUE ALLEGATIONS ON THE SAME THEME
O A PREVIOUS OCCASION DURING THE COKFLICT.

H

L, GUTMANK SAID THAT THE FRENCH WERE NOW PURSUING THEIR ENQUIRIES
WITH THE FIRMS COKCERNED, AND EXPECTED TO BE ABLE TO MAKE A
DETALLED STATEMENT IN A DAY OR TWO, REFUTING THE SUNDAY TIMES
ALLEGATIONS, AND WITH LUCK FORESTALLING FURTHER STORIES THE
PAPER MIGHT BE ABOUT,TO PUBLISH,

4

D¢ GUTMANN’S TOKE WAS CONCILIATORY, HE SAID THAT THE FRENCH
HAD BEEN COKRSIDERABLY VEXED BY THE EPISODE, BUT ACKMNOWLEDGED

THAT WE WERE RIGHT TO LOOK TO THEM FOR AN EXPLANATION AND
PROMISED A WRITTEN COMMURICATION WHEN ENQUIRIES ARE COMPLETE,
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