Sty CONFCLTIAL

CONF IDENT I AL
FM UKDEL MATO 140800Z SEP 82
TO PRIORITY FCO

TELEGRAM NUMBER 360 OF 14 SEPTEMBER
INFO UKMIS HEW YORK, WASHINGTON
INFO SAVIMG ROME, BONN, MADRID, OSLO.

WASHINGTON TELNO 3014: FALKLANDS - UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

1. AT YESTERDAY'S DiSCUSSION AT THE POLITICAL COMMITTEE REINFORCED
BY UN EXPERTS FROM CAPITALS ON PROSPECTS FOR THE UNGA, WE
EXPLAINED THE REASONS THAT WOULD COMPEL US TO YOTE AGAINST ANY
RESOLUTION AT THIS YEAR'S GENEEIL ASSEMELY THAT INCLUDED A CALL
ON US TO NEGOTIATE WITH ARGENTINA. WE REMINDED ALLIED THAT MOST
OF THEM HAD ABSTAINED ON AN ARGENTINE-~DRAFTED GA RESOLUTION IN
1976, ADDING THAT AFTER THE EVENTS OF THIS YEAR WE WOULD FiND

IT DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND FRE INDLY GOVERNMENTS WHO NOW SUPPORTED
A RESOLUTION WHICH WAS COUCHED IN SIMILAR TERMS, WHICH WAS SILENT
ON THE PRINCIPLE OF SELF-DETERMINATION OR WHICH FAILED TO CONDEMN
ARGENTINA'S iLLEGAL USE OF FORCE.

2, ONLY FIVE OTHER DELEGATIONS SPOKE:
A. ITALY REFERRED TO COLOMBO'S VISIT TO SOUTH AMERICA AND
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REPORTED ON THE TWO VISITS TO ROME BY LISTRE, ARGENTINE

POLITICAL DIRECTOR. ARGENTINE IDEAS ON THE LANGUAGE OF A DRAFT
RESOLUTION SEEMED TO HAVE EVOLVED IN THE COURSE OF HIS EUROPEAN
TOUR. IT NOW SEEMED THAT ARGENTINA WOULD BE WILLING TO ACCEPT

A TEXT THAT DID NOT REFER TO THE NON~ALIGNED POSITION ON THEIR
SOVEREIGNTY CLAIM. IT WAS, ON THE OTHER HAND, CLEAR THAT

ARGENT INA WOULD WANT A REFERENCE TO THE RESUMPTION OF NEGOT|A-
TIOR'S. THE ITALIAN AUTHORITIES APPRECIATED THE UK'S POSiTION.
THE UK'S EUROPEAN PARTNERS FACED SOMETHING OF A QUANDARY. ITALY
WOULD BE INTERESTED IN EXPLORING THE I1DEA OF ARRANGING FOR A
PARAGRAPH VOTE TO BE TAKEN ON ANY DRAFT RESOLUTION THAT

FINALLY EMERGED WiTH A VIEW TO IT THEN BE|ING ADOPTED BY
CONSENSUS.,

B. THE GPAN]ARD CONFIRMED THAT THE ARGENTINES SEEMED READY TO
ELIMINATE FROM THE DRAFT RESOLUTION THE REFERENCES TO NON-AL | GNED
DOCTRINE WHICH MIGHT CAUSE DIFFICULTIES FOR THE EUROPEANS. HIS
AUTHORITIES HAD CONDEMMED ARGENTINA'S USE OF FORCE BUT WOULD
FAVOUR A RESOLUTION CALLING FOR HEGOTIATION AND WOULD, AS K

THE PAST, VOTE FOR IT. SPAIN SAW MERIT IN THE IDEA OF A PARAGRAPH
VOTE.

C. THE_GERMANS SAID THAT LISTRE HAD VISITED BONN. THERE TOO HE
HAD GIVEN THE [MPRESSION OF BEING WILLING TO ADJUST THE LANGUAGE
OF THE DRAFT RESOLUTION TO MAKE IT POSSIBLE FOR EUROPEANS TO
SUPPORT IT, THOUGH HE HAD SUGGESTED THAT THE NON=AL IGNED GROUP
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MIGHT NEED TO BE CONSULTED FiRST IF THE FAMILIAR REFERENCES TO
NAM SUPPORT FOR ARGENTINA'S CASE WERE TO BE DROPPED. LISTRE HAD
CLATMED THAT ARGENTINA APPRECIATED THE UK'S INABILITY TO
NEGOTIATE AT ONCE. HE HAD, HOWEVER, TRIED TO ARGUE THAT AN
ARGENTiRE GOVERNMENT COMMITTED TO A PROGRESS OF DEMOCRAT ISATION,
NEEDED SOME REFERENCE TO NEGOTIATIONS SOOK, WOT LEAST SO THAT
ANT|-SOVIET FORCES IN ARGENTINA COULD DEMONSTRATE THAT THE MATTER
WAS NOT ONE OF ARGENTINE/WESTERN CONFRONTATION. THE FRG HAD
NATURALLY TOLD THE ARGENTINES THAT THEY FELT OBLIGED TO CONDEMN
THE USE OF FORCE, PARTICULARLY WHEN DIRECTED AGAINST A CLOSE
ALLY. IT WOULD, HOWEVER, BE DIFF|CULT WHEN THE MATTER CAME BEFORE
THE ASSEMBLY FOR GERMANY TO REJECT ENTIRELY AMY IDEA OF NEGOT|A-
TION, ALTHOUGH THERE SHOULD BE NO ATTEMPT TO PREJUDGE THE OUT-
COME OF ANY NEGOTIATIONS ON SCVEREIGHTY. GERMANY'S FiNAL POSITION
WOULD DEPEND ON THE DETAILED TEXT THAT EMERGED., HAD THE UK
CONSIDERED FLOATING A TEXT OF THEIR OWN? WE REPLIED THAT WE DID
NOT DISMISS THIS IDEA. THE SORT OF LANGUAGE HOWEVER, WHICH WE
WOULD WISH TO INCLUDE IN A TEXT (NON-USE OF FORCE, SELF=-
DETERMINATION FOR THE |SLANDERS, NO NEGOTIATIONS) WOULD NOT
NECESSARILY BE SUCH AS TO ATTRACT THE SUPPORT OF THE LATIN

AMER {CANS.,

D. THE AMERICANS (WHO IN THE LIGHT OF EXCHANGES iN WASHINGTON
REPORTED iN TUR HAD MADE CONTACT WITH US BEFORE THE MEETING TO
EXPLAIN THE LINE THEY WOULD ADOPT) SAID THAT THEIR POSITION ON

ANY TEXT THAT MIGHT EMERGE WAS ENTIRELY RESERVED. THE US WAS NOT

PLAYING AN ACTIVE ROLE IN TRYING TO DEVELOP LANGUAGE OR ENGAGING
IN SPECULATION ON WHAT SORT OF LANGUAGE WOULD RUN. AT THIS STAGE

ALL THAT COULD BE SAID ABOUT THE US POSITION WAS THAT THEY COULD
NOT SUPPORT A RESOLUTION WHICH PREJUDGED SOVEREIGNTY OR WHICH
SET DEADLINES ON NEGOTIATIONS. MEANWHILE THE US WOULD NOT OPPOSE
INSCRIPTON ON THE UNGA AGENDA,

E. THE NORWEGIANS REFERRED TO THE STATEMENT THAT THEIR REPRE-
SERTATIVE HAD MADE N LAST MONTH'S MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE OF 24
IN NEW YORK. NORWAY HAD TAKEN NO FINAL DECISION ON VOTING AT

URGA, BUT HER GENERAL ATTITUDE WOULD BE GUIDED BY THE NEED TO
RESPECT THE PRINCIPLE OF SELF-DETERMINATION,
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