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UKMIS NEW YORK TELS NOS 1765 AND 1766 (NOT TO ALL):
FALKLANDS AT THE GEMERAL ASSEMBLY

1. | SPOKE TO GUTMANN, SECRETARY - GENERAL AT THE QUAI, TO REMIND
HiM OF THE REPRESENTATIONS | MADE ON 22 OCTO3ER AND TO DRAW

HIS ATTENTION TO THE PRIME MINISTER'S MESSAGE TC MITTERRAND,

WHICH HE CONFIRMED HE HAD SEEN.

GUTMANN SAID HE COULD NOT PREDICT HOW MITTERRAND WOULD

SPOND AND DID NOT EXPECT TO HEAR ANYTHING BEFORE TUESDAY AS
MITTERRAND WOULD BE [NACCESSIBLE OVER THE LONG HOLIDAY WEEKEND.,
#
3. I} RESPONSE TO MY QUESTIONS GUTMANN SAID THAT HE HAD REPORTED
H1S-CONVERSATION WITH ME TO CHEYSSOM WHO HAD DECIDED THAT
FRANCE ''WOULD PERSIST IN |TS POSITICN''. ACCORDING TO GUTMAHN
THIS MEANT THAT WHILE FRANCE HAD BEEM A FAITHFUL ALLY DURING THE
CONFLICT |T MOW HELD THAT THE CNLY WAY FORWARD WAS 3Y NEGOT =
{ATIONS., | REMINDED HIM OF THE VERY STRONG CASE WE HAD PUT
AGAINST VOTING FOR THE ARGENTINE RESOLUTION AND OF THE FACT
THAT THE VOTE WAS DUE ON THE DAY OF THE PRIME MINISTER'S ARRIVAL
FOR THE BILATERAL SUMM|T, HE REPLIED THAT THE FRENCH HAD WEIGHED
WHAT | HAD SAID ABOUT THE [MPACT ON BRITISH OPINION AND DID NO
UNDER - ESTIMATE |TS IMPORTANCE 3UT BELIEVED HEVERTHELESS THAT
THEIR DECISION WAS THE RIGHT ONE, HE COULD NOT HOWEVER PREJUDGE
IN ANY WAY WHAT THE PRESIDENT'S POSITION WOULD BE, PARTICULARLY
GIVEN THE COINCIDENCE OF THE VOTE WITH THE SUMMIT,
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4, WHEN FIRST SECRETARY (CHANCERY) SPOKE THIS MORNING TO THE
DEPUTY DIPLOMATIC ADVISER AT THE ELYSEE, GAILLARD SAID ON A
PERSONAL BASIS THAT THE PRIME M{NISTER'S MESSAGE D|D NOT SEEM

TO HAVE CAUSED MITTERRAND TO WAVER IN HIS INCLINATION TO AUTHORISE
A FRENCH VOTE IN FAVOUR OF THE ARGENTINE RESOLUTION. MITTERRAND
HAD NOT ACTUALLY SEEN THE MESSAGE BUT HAD BEEN TOLD OF ITS
CONTENTS. GAILLARD EXPECTED ME TO BE TOLD UNOFFICIALLY WHAT
MITTERRAND 'S CONSIDERED REACTION WAS ON TUESDAY, 2 NOVEMBER,

FRETWELL.
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