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MIPT: THE FALKLANDS AT THE UN: ITALY AND THE DESAPAREC I1DOS

1. THE PUBLICATION IN CORRIERE DELLA SERA OF 31 OCTOBER OF A LIST
OF 297 ITALIANS SAID TO FIGURE AMONG THE ''DESAPARECIDOS'' HAS

PROVOKED A POLITICAL STORM IN |TALY.

2. SUCCESSIVE ITALIAN GOVERNMENTS ARE BEING CRITICISED FOR NOT
DOING ENOUGH TO FIND OUT THE FATE OF ITALIAN CITIZENS OR OF
ARGENTINES WITH ITALIAN FAMJLY LINKS WHO DISAPPEARED IN ARGENTINA.

THE MINISTRY OF FORE|GN AFFAIRS AND THE ITALIAN AMBASSADOR IN

BUENOS AIRES HAVE REPLIED TO PRESS CRITICISM BY SAYING THAT THEY
ASKED THE ARGENTINE AUTHORITIES FOR INFORMATION ON ITALIANS WHO
DISAPPEARED ON A CASE BY CASE BASIS. THE PRIME MINISTER'S OFF ICE

HAS NOW SAID THAT THE ARGENTINE AUTHORITIES WILL BE ASKED URGENTLY
WHETHER ANY ITALIANS ARE AMONG THOSE FOUND IN THE RECENTLY DISCOVERED
COMMON GRAVES. THE ARGENTINE MFA HAS REPORTEDLY DENIED RECEIVING

ANY TTAL IAN PROTEST NOTE UNTIL NOW.

3. THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT'S POLICY HAS PROVOKED CRITICISM BOTH
FROM THE OPPOSITION AND WITHIN THE GOVERNING COALITION. THE
ITALIAN COMMUNIST PARTY (PCI) HAS CONDEMNED THE GOVERNMENT'S POLICY

AS INEFFECTUAL AND WILL REQUEST A PARLIAMEWTARY DEBATE. THE
SOCIACTSTS (PS1) HAVE DEMANDED THAT THE GOVERNMENT ACT WITH FIRM-
NESS TO OBTAIN FURTHER INFORMATION FROM THE ARGENTINES. THEY HAVE




3. THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT'S POLICY HAS PROVCKED CR OTH
FROM THE OPPOSITION AND WITHIN THE G #TNG COALITION, THE
ITALIAN COMMUNIST PARTY (PC1) NDEMNED THE GOVERNMENT'S POLICY

AS INEFFECTUAL AND | TEQUEST A PARL |AMENTARY DEBATE. THE
SCCIALIST ST) HAVE DEMANDED THAT THE GOVERNMENT ACT WITH F IRM=
NESS—TFo—6BTATN FURTHER |NFORMATION FROUM THE ARGENTINES. THEY HAVE
CONTRASTED UNFAVOURABLY THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT'S SOFTLY=-SOFTLY APP=
ROACH WITH THE FRENCH GOYERNMENT'S TOGHER LINE, INCLUDING A
THREAT TO BREAK OF RELATIONS WITH ARGENTINA OVER THE CASE OF TwO
MISSING NUNS. THE OFF ICE OF PRESIDENT Qgﬁilyt (SOCIALIST) CLAIM
THAT HE HAS TAKEN EVERY OPPORTUNITY TO TACKLE THE ARGEHNTINES OVER
ITALIAN HUMAN RIGHTS CASES.
4, TN DEFENDING THE GOVERNMENT'S POLICY THE REPUBLICAN (PRI) SPOKE-
SMAN IMPLICITLY CRITICISED THE PSI, RECALLING THAT ONLY A FEW
MONTHS AGO THE LATTER WERE DEMANDING THAT THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT
SUPPORT THE ARGENTINE REGIME OVER THE FALKLANDS. THE OFFICIAL
SOCIAL DEMOCRAT PAPER (UMANITA) MAKES THE SAME L INK, AND CRITICISES
THOSE WHO ENDED UP DURING THE FALKLANDS CRISIS SUPPORTING A TYRANN-
ICAL AND BLOOD=-STAINED REGIME. LA REPUBBLICA (INDEPENDENT LEFT=-
WING) HAS AN OUTSPOKEN EDITORIAL CRITICISING THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT
AND INDEED THE POPE FOR EQUIVOCAL ATTITUDES TOWARDS THE ARGENTINE
JUNTA, ''THE JUNTA WE BACKED DURING THE FALKLANDS WAR WAS THE SAME
THAT HAS PUT 20,000 ARGENTINE CITIZENS UNDER THE GROUND, IN CONTEMPT
OF EVERY HUMAN RIGHT, AMONG THEM 300 ITALIAN CITIZENS''.
5. THERE IS ALMOST NO REPORTING OF THE FORTHCOMING VOTE AT THE UN
ON THE FALKLAND ISLANDS, AMD NO EXPLICIT LINK 1S MADE IN THE
MEDIA BETWEEN ITALY'S ATTITUDE TOWARDS THE 'DESAPARECIDOS' AND HER
VOTING INTENTIONS ON THE ARGENTINE RESOLUTION.
6. FCO PSE PASS SAVING ADDRESSEES EXCEPT HOLY SEE
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