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| DELAYED REPLYING TO YOUR MESSAGE OF 2 NOVEMBER ABOUT THE
FALKLANDS UNTIL MY CABINET MEETING TH1S MORNING. MY COLLEAGUES
AND | HAVE NOW DISCUSSED IT AND | WANT YOU TO KNOW OUR UNANIMOUS
Vi EWI -

THE BRITISH PEOPLE WOULD SEE YOUR VOTE FOR THI1S RESOLUTION
AS AN AMERICAN DECISION TO SUPPORT ARGENTINA AGAINST BRITAIN,
To SUPPORT A DICTATORSHIP AGAINST THE HOME OF DEMOCRACY.

THE |SSUE OF SELF-DETERMINATION IS AT THE HEART OF WESTERN
DEMOCRACY. NOTHING COULD BE MORE FUNDAMENTAL. THE FALKL AND
ISLANDERS WANT TO STAY BRITISH. THE OBJECT OF THESE ARGENT INE
MANOEUVRES AT THE UN 1S SIMPLY To START A PROCESS WHICH WILL DENY
THEM THAT CHO ICE.

NEGOTIATIONS? ARGENTINA SIMPLY WANTS TO ACHIEVE BY NEGOT I ATION
WHAT |T FAILED TO ACHIEVE BY MIL I TARY AGGRESSION WHICH COST SO
MANY YOUNG LIVES.

| HAVE SUPPORTED YOU IN EVERY WAY | KNow BECAUSE OF MY FAITH
IN THE ANGLO—-AMERICAN RELATIONSHIP AND YOUR PERSONAL COMMITMENT
TO FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES., NOTHING CAN SHAKE MY BEL IEF IN THE
VALUES FOR WHICH YOU AND | STAND. BUT IF AMERICA VOTES IN THE
WAY YOU PROPOSE, MY TASK WiLL BE IMMEASURABLY HARDER.

| KNOW VERY WELL HOW DIFFICULT A CHANGE WouLD BE FOR YOU NOW,

WITH ALL THE PUBLICITY THAT HAS BEEN GIVEN TO YOUR INTENTIONS,
BUT THE FREE WORLD WOULD UNDERSTAND AND APPLAUD A DECISION TO

ABSTAIN.

| DO URGE YOU TO LOOK AT TH1S AGAIN URGENTLY AND PERSONALLY.
SO MUCH DEPENDS ON 1T.

MARGARET THATCHER
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I delayed replying to your message of 2 November about the
Falklands until my Cabinet meeting this morning. My colleagues

AAO Vn aTTed

and I have now discussed it and I want you to know our jeint view.
A

The British people would see your vote for this resolution
as an American decision to support Argentina against Britain, to

support a dictatorship against the home of democracy.

The issue of self-determination is at the heart of Western
democracy. Nothing could be more fundamental. The Falkland
Islanders want to stay British. The object of these Argentine
manoeuvres at the UN is simply to start a process which will deny

them that choice.

Negotiations? Argentina simply wants to achieve by negotiation
what it failed to achieve by military aggression which cost so

many young lives.

I have supported you in every way I know koW because oft_y -
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faith in the Anglo-American relationship and imyou personatly—
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Nothing can shake my belief in the values for which you and I
stand. But if America votes in the way you propose, my task will

be immeasurably harder.

I know very well how difficult a change would be for you now,

with all the publicity that has been given to your intentions.
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But the free world would understand and applaud a decision to

abstain.

I do urge you to look at this again urgently and personally.

So much depends on it.




