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10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 15 November, 1982

Falklands at the General Assembly

Thank you for your letter of 12 November.
The Prime Minister agrees that the proposed
message from herself to the President of
Sri Lanka should be despatched and I should
be grateful if you would arrange for this.

Mrs. Thatcher also considers that we
should thank the Sultan of Oman for his

country's negative vote. I should be grate-
ful if you would provide a draft,.

A L

John Holmes, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office
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12 November 1982

Dee. g“"“"i

Falklands at the General Assembly

Thank you for your letter of 4 Noggﬁ%er, with which
you enclosed a copy of a message from the President of
Sri Lanka to the Prime Minister about the Sri Lankan
decision to vote against the Argentine draft resolution,

We recommend that the Prime Minister should send a
brief message of appreciation in reply. We had not
expected Sri Lanka to _do better than abstain and the decision
is known to have been very much the President's own.

We do not propose that the Prime Minister should send
- any other messages of appreciation. Her messages to the
i Prime Ministers of New Zealand, Fiji and Belize in the week
[ g before the vote already took the form of expressions of
(:) gratitude for the robust attitude those governments were taking
v" rather than requests for assistance. Apart from Sri Lanka,
\MJ)J) the only Heads of Government to have replied to the Prime
3 Minister's messages are Australia, Singapore and the Maldives,
which all abstained. All the posts concerned have already

.}J ’7ykbeen asked to CTonvey our thanks as appropriate for negative
\”, d votes or abstentions, making clear that they do so on
L}

O
dpﬁ’} P instructions from Ministers,

o 22

(J E Holmes)(i

Private Secretary

A J Coles Esq
10 Downing Street
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DRAFT MESSAGE TO THE PRESIDENT OF SRI LANKA

Your High Commissioner delivered to me on

4 November your reply to my message about the

Argentine resolution on the Falkland Islands which
was voted on later that day. Sri Lanka's decision
to vote against this resolution is most warmly

appreciated in this country and I am most grateful

to you for the decision you took.
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4 November 1982
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I have much pleasure in conveying the
following message from my President addressed
to you :

Your High Commisgioner delivered
to me your megségz regarding
Resolution on the Falklands at the
United Nations General Assembly. I
appreciate your concern on the matter
and I have directed my Delegation to
the United Nations General Assembly
to vote against the Resolution. "
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A.T. Moorthy -

The Rt Hon Margaret Thatcher; MP.,
Prime Minister,

10 Downing Street,

London SW1




I am writi in bhe Prime Minister's
absence in Pai , tOo ths

AnX you for your
letter of 4 N er conv

eying a message
from your President., I will place your
letter before the Prime Minister as soon

as possible,

TIM FLESHER

His Excellency Mr. A.T. Moorthy.




4 November 1982

I enc lose a message which the
President of Sri Lanka has addressed
to the Prim iniste ia his High
Commissioner. As 3 ee he has
directed his delegation at the United
Nations General Assembly to vote against
the Falklande resolution. I should be
grateful for your advice on whéther the
Prime Minister should reply and if so
for a draft.

John Holmes Esq
Foreign and Commonwealth Office




