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Following the exchange he had with my Secretary of
State and subsequently with the Prime Minister during
Questions yesterday about RAF Fort Austin, Tam Dalyell MP
has now written the attached leTTer on the same subject,
which he has copied to Lord Franks.

My Secretary of State does not propose to deal with
any points of detail in his reply but feels that
it should cover Mr Dalyell's allegation that there is
an inconsistency between what the Prime Minister said to
him during Questions on 26th October and what the Prime
Minister and my Secretary oI otate said yesterday.

If the Prime Minister is content Mr Nott proposes to
reply to Mr Dalyell on the lines of the attached draft.
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. Thank you for your letter of 16th November about RFA Fort

Austin.

I made it clear in the House that RFA Fort Austin sailed
from Gibraltar on 29th March to replenish HMS Endurance. The
Prime Minister also made this clear when you later raised the
matter with her. I really cannot help it if you do not accept

what we said - but it is the truth.

Nor can I understand why you are having difficulty reconciling
what the Prime Minister and I said yesterday with what the Prime
Minister said to you in the House on 26th October. It was made
clear in the House on 30th March, following the illegal landing
on South Georgia by a party of Argentine citizens, that HMS
Endurance was being retained in the area for as long as necessary.
It was against this background that RFA Fort Austin sailed to

replenish HMS Endurance.

In her reply to you of 26th October, which you seem to regard
as somehow inconsistent with all this, the Prime Minister was
repeating that she had no warning before 31st March of the

invasion of the Falkland Islands. I see no inconsistency here.

Since you copied your letter to Lord Franks I am doing the

same.,
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10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary

18 November, 1982,

Mr, Tam Dalyell, MP

The Prime Minister agrees with the reply
which Mr, Nott proposes to send to Mr. Dalyell's
letter of 16 November about RAF Fort Austin.

D, T, Piper, Esq.;
Ministry of Defence,
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