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Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWI1A 2AH

30 September 1981

From The Minister of State

Douglas Hurd CBE MP

l)JL&mAJ E\Vfﬁtf(#

Thank you for your letter to Peter Carrington in which
you suggested that the way is now clear to proceed with an
announcement of the remaining 7th Round licensing awards.

I entirely agree that the decision reached by Ministers
on the gas gathering pipeline has removed any reason for
continuing to withhold from the French companies the 7th Round
licences for which they were otherwise qualified. 1 am
content with your proposal to announce the remaining awards
on 1 October and am grateful for your suggestion that briefing
for our overseas posts be prepared by your officials in
consultation with mine.

I am copying this letter to the Prime Minister, to
Members of 'E' Committee, to the Chancellor of the Duchy,
to the Secretaries of State for Scotland and Wales and to
Sir Robert Armstrong.

The Rt Hon Nigel Lawson MP
Secretary of State for Energy
Department of Energy

Thames House South

Millbank

LONDON SW1
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The Rt Hon Lord Carrington PC KCMG MC
Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Affairs
Foreign and Commonwealth Office
Downing Street
London SW1 Septembér 1981

Aok

With your agreement the award of 11 licences under the Seventh
Round of Offshore Licensing was delayed to put pressure on the
French companies (E1f and Total) to commit their North Alwyn
gas to the gas gathering pipeline (GGP). Now that the GGP is
aot ‘going ahead there is no need for us to continue to withhold
the remaining licences.

We did, however, deliberately avoid a direct link between the
award of licences and North Alwyn gas. To preserve this position,
we should allow some time to elapse between our GGP announcement
and announcement of the remaining licence awards. I propose
therefore to announce the remaining awards on 1st October, by
means of a Press Notice and direct advice to the applicants. A
list of the awards is attached.

If you are content, I suggest that briefing for Posts should be
prepared by my officials in consultation with yours.

I am copying this letter to the Prime Minister, to Members of

'E' Committee, to the Chancellor of the Duchy, tothe Secretaries
of State for Scotland and Wales and to Sir Robert Armstrong.

A

NIGEL LAWSON
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AWARDS TO COMPLETE THE ROUND

BLOCK SROUPS (CPERATOR UNDERLINED
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