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Franco/British Council and the General Assembly
of the Church of Scotland

I spoke to Muir Russell. He reiterated the Secretary
of State's offer made last night that the.ﬁrime Minister would
be very welcome at Bute House for the night of Saturday,
15 May. I told Muir how the Prime Minister's programme stood
at the present time, i.e. that she was in Perth on the Friday
night and had offered the Prime Minister of France talks in
Edinburgh on Saturday morning. The afternoon was to.be kept
free for her to work on the Franco/British Council speech.
I explained that the talks with the Prime Minister of France

had not been confirmed.

Muir told me that it was not essential for the Prime
Minister to attend the General Assembply this year but if she
did not do it this year, she would have to do it next. If,
coincidentally, she is in Edinburgh this year at the same time
I feel it would make sense for her to take on some sort of
engagement, so long as it does not involve a speech. Muir Russell
has already suggested the church service on Sunday, but I have
asked him to look again at the programme to see if there would
be something better. If M. Mauroy has his talks in London on
Monday, 17, this would free the rning and the Prime

Minister might be able to attend the opening ceremony?
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26 January 1982

Although I was speaking to your office today
about the General Assembly of the Church of
Scotland, I wonder if you could let me have
your advice as to whether you consider this an
essential Scottish engagement for the Prime
Minister. We have had a letter from John Gilmour.
It really would be extremely difficult for
Mrs Thatcher to attend. She is addressing the
Conservative Conference in Perth on Friday
14 May and, as you know, will be in Edinburgh
for the Franco/British Council on Saturday 15th.
She proposes to fly down to London after the
dinner and has a very hectic schedule fhe
following week.

A. Muir Russell, Esq.,
Scottish Office.
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Any further action?

Who's Who extract below.
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attention

Colonel Sir John Gilmour, DSO, TD, JP




