SECRET

Dear Margaret:

Over the past few weeks, since sending you my invitation
to the Summit meeting at Williamsburg, I have been
reflecting on the two summits I have attended -- their
weak and strong points, what to repeat, and what to avoid.
As we start down the road to Williamsburg, I would like to
express some of my preliminary thoughts, and to ask you
for yours.

For my part, I believe these meetings are an especially
valuable opportunity for frank, candid, and.direct
conversation among the eight of us. The problems we
face cannot be reduced to structured agendas and short
"talking points." We need the time and the atmosphere
for an informal "give-and-take" -- beyond the headlines
and away from the klieg ligyhts. George Shultz's reports
on his extremely productive conversations in New York --
and the informal NATO weekend in Canada -- serve to
strengthen my preference for an ipformal and largely
unstructured weekend at Williamsburg. B
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The danger of excessive expectations is also inherent in
meetings of the heads of the seven most powerful economies.
We need to consider how we can convey publicly the true
nature of these meetings without making them appear
pointless.

The serious state of the global economy -- and most of
ours individually -- compels us to search for answers.
The Summit should help us in that search. That is my
objective. The industrial democracies -- and our
dedication to freedom, peace, and prosperity -- surely
are more than equal to the challenges we face.

Allen Wallis, whom I have named as my personal
representative for the Summit, will be in Europe the
week of October 25, to discuss some of these ideas
with your representatives. I also look forward with
great interest to receiving from you directly your
reactions to these preliminary thoughts.

Sincerely,

Ronald Reagan




EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
LONDON

October 18, 1982

Dear Prime Minister:

I have been asked to deliver the enclosed
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received at the Embassy early this morning. @ )N o

message to you from President Reagan, which was

C.
I am also sending a copy of this message on.Q.O) 5 o A

to Sir Robert Armstrong.

Sin ely,

John J. Louis, Jr.
Ambassador

Enclosure

SECRET

The Rt. Hon. Margaret Thatcher, M.P.
Prime Minister,
10 Downing Street,
Iondon,; S.W.l.




10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary

SIR ROBERT ARMSTRONG

Economic Summits

I enclose a copy of a message which the Prime Minister
has received from President Reagan about the organisation
of these Summits. I note that Mr. Allen Wallis, the President's
Personal Representative for the next Economic Summit, will
be in Europe next week to discuss American ideas on this
matter with his opposite numbers. You will doubtless wish
to obtain guidance from the Prime Minister for your talks with
Mr. Wallis. I should be grateful if you could also provide
advice on whether the Prime Minister should reply to the

President's letter before or after Mr. Wallis' visit.

I am copying this minute and enclosure to Mr Fall

(Foreign and Commonwealth Office)and Mr. Kerr (H.M. Treasury).

SECRET

18 October, 1982




