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THE DEFENCE OF GIBRALTAR

In our recent conversation you expressed continuing concern
about our ability to defend Gibraltar against an .attack from
Spain. In the light of our conversation, I have reviewed:

.

——

a. Our reinforcement capability.

The implications of early denial of the airfield.

—

G Steps which have already been taken to enhance the

—_——

Garrison.

2. Our contingency reinforcement plans are set out in Joint
Theatre Plan (JTP)52. This provides for three stages of _
reinforcement of the Garrison. Details of each of these three

stages are set out at Annex.

i 7" The main purpose of JTP 52 is to deter hostilities through
deployment as a major - and hence probably authorised - threat
develops, but before it materialiqgs. It relies heavily on the
‘use of the airfield. After the start of hostilitiggfzaéployment
g§=air would almost certainly be impossible because of the
vulnerability of the airfield. Deployment by sea would still be
possible but hazardous in the face of determined and co-ordinated
Spanish opposition. This emphasizes the need for timely and
accurate intelligence about the intentions of the Spanish

Government and senior armed forces commands.

4, JTP 52 is not intended to deal with a localised unauthorised
attack which could materialise quickly (although the JIC assesses
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he immediate area.

b. An increased presence of RAF ‘ensive support aircraft

L

i
above the normal level of routine ining deployments.

Two Jaguars will be stationed there until further notice
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ather than paying periodic visil

a UK-manned Blowpipe troop (8 firing posts).

routine UK Ssreining Garrison
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9. I am copying this minute to the Foreign and Commonwealth

Secretary and to Sir Robert Armstrong.

A

A[ervul by A defenie (2641/“:@
Ministry of Defence N h‘sw Ny h;;; nhu«u -

3rd November 1982
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10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 8 November, 1982

The Defence of Gibraltar

The Prime Minister was grateful for
the minute of 3 November by the Secretary
of State for Defence on this matter.
Mrs. Thatcher has minuted that she is re-
lieved that all the Governor's requests have
been met.

I am copying this letter to Brian Fall
(Foreign and Commonwealth Office) and
Richard Hatfield (Cabinet Office).

Richard Mottram, Esq.,
Ministry of Defence
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