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RNOR GIBRALTAR (PERSOMAL)
MIPT: TALK WITH SPANISH PRIME MINISTER OM GIBRALTAR

L. THIS MEASURED RESPONSE 3Y FELIPE GONZALEZ WAS IN MARKED

CONTRAST WITH THE NIT-PICKING APPROACH ADOPTED |X LONDON BY

MORAN. IT SHOWED THE IMMENSE DIFFERENCE IN CAL|BRE BETWEEN

THE TWO MEN. | RECEIVED THE IMPRESSION THAT GONZALEZ HAD BEEN

ANTICIPATING MY APPROACH, HAVING PRESUMABLY 3EEN SRIEFED BY

THE KING (MY TELEGRAM NO 205). T WAS INTEREST-ING THAT

HE RECEIVED ME ENTIRELY ALONE. HE ALSO ACCEPTED WITH

QATISFACTION My §F?IFTEE_?5?=5 WHICH HAD BEEN MADE SELF=EXPL
AND ACCOMPANIED WITH THE RELEVANT SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS. TH|S

SHOULD ENABLE THE PRIME MINISTER'S PERSONAL STAFF, WITH

WHOM WE HAVE GOOD LINKS AT A LOWER LEVEL, TO ANALYSE THE SITUAT|ON

DISP&SSION&TELY WITHQUT HAVING TO ACCEPT EVERYTHING FED TO THEM

BY THE FOREIGN MINISTER. WE SHALL HOPE TO LEARN MOPE |N THE

NEXT FEW DAYS THROUGH THESE SOURCES ABOUT THE LINE GONZALEZ

ACTUALLY TAKES WITH MORAN. -

2. THE SITUATION IS THUS THAT THE SPAMISH GOVERNMENT ARE NOW
COMMITTED TO RECONSIDERING THE POSITION ADOPTED IN LONDON 3y
MORAN, THOUGH QF COQURSE WITHOUT ANY CCHVIT"EVT THAT THIS POSITION
WILL NECESSARILY BE CHANGED. |T REMAINS TO BE SEEN WHICH STAND=-
POINT WILL PREVAI|L: THE WIDER V|EW WE HAVE PUT TO PO“’ALEZ WITH
WHICH HE APPEARED TO SYMPATH'SE OR THE L:GALIST!C ATTITUDE

OF THE FORE |GN MIN|ISTER AND H:IS EXPERTS. I* AM THUS N NO POSITION
AT THE MOMENT TO GIVE YOU FIRM CLARIFICATION OF THE SPANISH
ATTUTUDE, REQUESTED IN PARAGRAPH 3 OF YOUR TELEGRAM UNDER
REFERENCE. ON BALANCE I FEAR THAT THE ARGUMENTS AGAINST EARLY

« IMPLEMENTATION WILL STILL LOOM LARGE, PARTICULARLY BEFORE

.THE IMPORTANT MUNICIPAL AND AUTONOMY ELECT|IONS ON 8 MAY.
GONZALEZ'S IMPLIED PLEA FOR TIME FOR CONSIDERATION COULD HAVE

BEEN A HINT ABOUT THAT TIMING FROM A NARROW qTAND—PCI'JT, THE
PRESENT SITUATION ON THE FrOLT!Ew SUITS SPAIN WELL: AND THE LATTER
CAN HOPE FOQR NO EARLY RESULTS _FROM NEGOTIA TIONS WITH BRITAIN

TO SATISFY PUBLIC OPINION HERE. NEVERTHELESS, BOTH THE KING

AND PRIME MINISTER HAVE BEEN QUICK TO HOIST IN OUR ARGUMENTS ABOUT

THE NEED FOR A WIDER PERSPECTIVE.
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3. IN THE CIRCUM AND WITH ALL

POSSIBILITY Of

AS POSSIBLE

PROMISED RECOMSIDERATION I THE SPANISH PRIME MIMISTER.

LATTER'S CAUTIOUS AND NOT UNPRCMISING RESPONSE INTRODUCES A

NEW FACTOR |INTO THE SITUATION. AFTER ALL, HE MIGHT JUST HAVE
RE-AFFIRMED THE LIME OF HIS OWM FORE LGN MINISTER. IT IS THEREFORE
IMPORTANT NOW FOR THE TIME BEING TO DO AS LITTLE AS POSSIBLE TO
STRENGTHEN THE HAND OF MORAN IN JUSTIFYIMG TO HIS PRIME MINJSTER
THE NEGATIVE ATTITUDE HE ADOPTED [N LONDOM.

4, |- THEREFORE RECOMMEND THAT:

(A) THIS EMBASSY SHOULD BE GIVEN EARLY AUTHORITY TO
|MFORM THE SPAN|SH FOREIGN MIMNISTRY IN ADVANCE, PERHAPS
AT A COMPARATIVELY JUNIOR LEVEL, EE_THE FLEET VISIT TO
GIBRALTAR NEXT WEEK WHICH WILL INCLUDE HMS [INVINCIBLE
WITH PRINCE ANDREW: T

(B) AMNY MEASURES WHICH MAY HAVE TO BE TAKEM TO DEFEND
THE GIBRALTAR ECONOMY (MY TELEGRAM NO 218) SHOULD BE
DEFERRED, IF POSSIBLE, TO SEE WHAT [MPACT THE

PRIME MINISTER'S MESSAGE TO GONZALEZ HAS ACTUALLY MADE
ON THE SPANISH GOVERMMENT. IN ANY CASE, BEFORE
ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE MEASURES SHOULD THEY STILL PPROVE
NECESSARY, IT WOULD BE WISE TO EXPLAIN THEM N ADVANCE
TO THE FORE|IGN MINISTRY HERE,
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NISH PRIME MINISTER PRECEIVED ME ALONE THIS MORMING

INSTRUCTED

PRIME MIN|STER.

(B3) BOTH FOREIGN MINISTERS HAD ANNOUNCED PUBLICLY LAST
DECEMBER THEIR INTENT.ION TO IMPLEMENT THE L1S30N AGREEMENT
BY THE SPRING OF THIS YEAR.

(C) SUBSEQUENTLY THE BRITISH GCYERMMENT HAD WELCOMED THE
SPANISH DECISION TO REMOVE THE RESTRICTIONS ON THE PASSAGE
OF CERTAIN CATEGOR|ES OF PEDESTRIANS. BUT THIS WAS NO
SUBSTITUTE FOR FULL 'IMPLEMENTATIOM OF THE L1SBON AGREEMENT.

(D) THE PRIME MINISTER AMD YOU HAD THEREFORE LEARNED
RECENTLY WITH SURPRISE AND CONCERM DURING SR MORAN'S VISIT
TO LONDON THAT THE SPANISH GOVERNMENT REQUIRED FURTHER CLAR-
|F1CAT|ON BEFORE THE L:)SBON AGREEMENT COULD BE IMPLEMENTED
IN QUR VIEW MO SUCH CLARIFICATIOM WAS NEEDED.

(E) YOU HAD STATED PUBLICLY THAT, IF THE SPANISH SI|DE
WISHED TO RAISE THE MATTER OF SOVEREIGNTY, |T WAS ENTITLED
TO DO S0.

(F) AS REGARDS THE TREATMENT OF SPANIAR N GIBRALTAR
HAD GONE AS FAR AS POSSI|BLE BEFORE IMPi TATION IN THE
EXCHANGES OF LETTERS CF 3 JANUARY

(G) HMG ACCORDINGLY BELIEVED THAT THE LISBON AGREEMENT
SHOULD BE |IMPLEMENTED AS SCON AS PCSSIBLE. THEY WERE PREPARED
TO NAME AN EARLY DATE FOR THE SIMULTANEQUS OPEMNING OF
NMEGOT AT IONS AND RESTORATION OF FULL MOVEMENT. WE BELI1EVED
THAT -IT WAS IN THE INTEREST OF ALL PARTIES TO GET GOING
QUICKLY WITH THE PROCESS OF BRINGING TOGETHER MOR ULL
THE PEOPLE OF THE ROCK AND THE CAMPO. THIS PR D

ULTIMATE KEY TO THE WHOLE PROBLEM.

EpD

(H) THE PRIME MINISTER AND YOU HOPED THAT SR GON
NMOW RECONSIDER THE MATTER, VIEWING IT FROM THE WIE
PERSPECTIVE. ‘IN THIS CONNECTION | REFERRED TO HMG'
FOR SPANISH ENTRY INTO THE COMMUMITY AND OUR COMMOHN
IN SPAIN TAKING HER RIGHTFUL PLACE AS PARTNER AND

THE WESTERN NATIONS
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5. THE SPANISH PRIME MINISTER ASKED ME TO THAMK THE PRIME
MINISTER FOR THIS l”PCPTAﬂT‘ﬁESSAGE. HE wOULD CONSIDER
IT CAREFULLY. HE HOPED SHE WOULD BEAR IN MIND HIS WARM
INVITATION TO VISIT SPAIN, SHE WOULD BE MOST WELCOME, THOUGH
HE UMDERSTOOD THAT THERE MIGHT BE A POLITICAL PROBLEM FOR
HER BEFORE THE SOLUTION OF THE CURRENT .ISSUE REGARDING GIBRALTAR
|E |MPLEMENTATION OF THE L1SBOMN AGREEMENT. HE HAD MNEVER
FORGOTTEN THE WARM WELCOME GIVEN HIM By THE PRIME MINISTER
WHEN HE V.ISITED BRITAIN AS LEADER OF THE SOCIAL IST PARTY
JUST AFTER THE ATTEMPTED COUP IN FEBRUARY, 1231. ON THAT
OCCAS!ON AND SUBSEQUENTLY, IN HER GOVERNMENT'S ATTITUDE TOWARDS
ENLARGEMENT OF THE COMMUNITY, MRS THATCHER HAD SHOWN HERSELF
TO BE A TRUE FRIEND OF SPAIN.

LC
n
o

3. SR FELIPE CONZALEZ ADDED THAT HE WAS IN AGREEMENT WITH THE
PRIME MINISTER'S BASIC MESSAGE THAT THE G]BRALTAR QUESTION,

A SMALL BUT I|MPORTANT IRRITANT, MUST BE VIEWED AGAINST, THE

w|DER BACKGROUND OF THE JOINT INTEREST COF MNEARLY ONE HUNDRED
MILL FON PECPLE 1N THE UK AND SPAIN IN SEEING SPAIN TAKE HER
PROPER PLACE AMONG THE FREE NATIONS OF WESTERN EUROPE,

THIS WAS VERY MUCH IN ACCORDANCE WITH HIS OwN POLICY.

HE WISHED TO REAFFIRM TO THE PRIME MIMISTER H|S INTENTION

THAT SPAIN WOULD BE A GOOD FUTUQE PARTNER IN THE COMMUNITY AS
WELL AS A REL!ABLE ALLY !N DEFEN MATTERS, |RRESPECTIVE OF

ANY PARTICULAR PROBLEMS REGARDING SPANISH MEMBERSHIP OF THE

ALL IANCE. HE AGREED THAT THE GIBRALTAR QUESTIOM MUST BE VIEWED
AGAINST THIS BACKGROUND. HE ACCEPTED THE PRIME MINISTER'S
SUGGESTION THAT THE MATTER SHOULD BE RECONSIDERED BY THE SPANISH
GOVERNMENT. HE wOULD TALK ACCORDIMGLY TO HIS FOREIGHN MINISTER.
MEANWHILE, IT WAS MOST IMPORTANT TO CONTINUE TO TAKE THINGS
CALMLY AND AVOID ADVERSE PUBLIC REPERCUSS!IONS. I WOULD BE AWARE
OF THE STRENGTH OF DOMESTIC FEELING WITHIN SPAIN OVER THE
DEFENCE OF NATIONAL POSITIONS. THIS WAS A PROBLEM FOR THE SPANI|SH
GOVERNMENT [|TSELF.

L. I THANKED SR FELIPE GONZALEZ ‘FOR THIS CORDIAL MESSAGE. I SAID THAT
HNG WERE LIKEWISE DISPOSED TO PLAY THE PROBLEM DOWN IN PUBLIC RELATICNS
TERVS BUT IT WAS AN ESSENTIAL MATTER FOR GIBRALTAR ITSELF WHERE i

WOULD BE A RACE AGAINST TIME TO PREVENT A SHARP DETERIORATION

[N PUBLIC CPINION REGARDING 5 M. HENCE THE MNEED FOR SPEED.

THE PRIME MINISTER SAID ¢ 4YDERSTOOD. H!S CONSULTATIOMS WITH

SR MORAN WOULD { Al ASIS. MEANWHILE HE HOPED THAT THE
LATTER COULD BE I[N CT WwITH YOU., HE WELCOMED THE
POSSIBILITY THAT YOU MIC ABLE TO TALK IN THE MARGINS OF

THE COMMUNITY MEETING ON RIL. -4 - /5_
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5. |' LEFT WITH THE PRIME MINISTER MY SPAMNISH SPEAKING NOTES,
EXPLAINING THAT THEY HAD BEEN DRAFTED HERE AMD NOT IN LCNCOM.
THEY REPRESENTED THE GIST OF WHAT THE PRIME MIMISTER AND YOU HAD
INSTRUCTED ME TO SAY ORALLY. (ENGLISH VERS10OM TO SED BY TODAY'S

BAG.)
6. PLEASE SEE MIFT.
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