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“ 1. T RASGOTRA (PUS” IN THE FORBTENMTT . OMMONED AMBASSADORS
OF THE WILLIAMSByRG SEVEN TO A JOINT MEETING YESTERDAY EVENING. HIS
MESSAGE, HE SAID, WAS POLITICAL NOT ECONOMIC. WE WERE ASKED TO PASS
ON TO OUR GOVERNMENTS INDIA'S ''FERVENT PLEA'' THAT THE WILLIAMS-
BURG MEETING SHOULD GIVE FAVOURABLE CONSIDERATION TO THE NAM
PROPOSAL FOR A SUMMIT MEETING AT THE UNGA IN THE AUTUMN. INDIAN
AMBASSADORS WERE BEING INSTRUCTED TO MAKE PARALLEL REPRESEMTATIONS.
IN QUR CAPITALS.

24 IT SEEMS CLEAR THAT THE INDIANS ARE BEGINNING TO PANIC ABOUT

THE DAMAGE TO MRS GANDH|'S PRESTIGE {F NO ADEQUATE UNGA SUMMIT

TAKES PLACE SEMICOLON AND ARE THEREFORE ANXI0US TO PERSUADE THE WEST
THAT THE NAM WILL NOT USE THE OCCASION FOR POLEMICS OR CONFRONTATION,

3. RASGOTRA'S MAIN POINTS WERE AS FOLLOWS:

(A) INDIA'S PROVISIONAL IDEA WAS A WEEK-LONG SUMMIT FROM 26
SEPTEMBER, IE THE SECOND WEEK OF THE SESSI0*., BUT ALTERNATIVES
WERE POSSIBLE.

(B) INDIA WAS MAKING A SUGGESTION NOT A DEMAMD. THE SUMMIT WOULD
NOT SOLVE THE WORLD'S PROBLEMS. BUT IT COULD MAKE A BIG DIFFERENCE
TO THE ATMOSPHERE OF THE MORTH-SOUTH AND EAST-WEST DIALOGUES.

THE 1960 SUMMIT HAD HELPED TO MAKE THE SIXTIES A GOOD DECADE FOR
ARMS -CONTROL. THE SEVENTIES HAD BEEN MUCH MORE BARREN. IT WAS TIME
TO TURN THE TIDE IN THE EIGHTIES.

(C) DECISIONS WOULD BE BY CONSENSUS, MOT MAJCRITY. IT MIGHT BE THAT
B

THE ONLY RESOLUTION EMERGING FROM THE SUMMIT WOULD BE A REAFFIR-
MATION OF EXISTING UN PRINCIPLES. ANYTHING MCRE WOULD COME ABOUT
ONLY |F CONSULTATION OVER THE NEXT 2-3 MONTHS REVEALED WIDER AREAS
OF AGREEMENT BY ALL PARTIES,

(D) THE SUMMIT WOULD NOT NEED AS METICULOUS PREPARATION AS A
BILATERAL OR REGINAL ONE. BUT IF THE RESPONSE WAS FAVCURABLE |INDIA
WOULD BE READY THIS SUMMER TO RUSH TASK FOECES TO THE MAJOR
CAPITALS INVOLVED FOR ORGAMISATION AND
SUBSTANCE, AS SHE HAD St 3 f Y DOME WITH ABOUT HALF THE NAM
MEMBERSHIP IN ADVAMCE O HE NEW DELH| SUMMIT.

(E) THE UN HAD BEEN CHOS 'S T : 2 THIS SUMMIT BECAUSE
IT BELONGED TO US ALL AND Tt WAS A GEHER EELING THAT IT
SHOULD BE MADE MORE USE O TENDANCE YMBOLI1SE, BY ACTION
RATHER THAN WORDS, EACH COUNTRY JMMITMENT TO THE PRINCIPLES OF
THE CHARTER. NFIDENT /(E)
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(F) ONGOING NEGOTIATIONS EG ON NAMIBIA WOULD NOT BE INTERRUPTED.
SUCH ISSUES NEED NOT BE ADDRESSED AT ALL. INDIA HAD AN OPEN MIND,
EVEN A GENERAL DEBATE COULD BE AVOIDED IF IT WAS NOT WANTED. THE
MOST IMPORTANT FEATURE OF THE SUMMIT WOULD BE SMALL GATERINGS OF
KEY LEADERS, EG UNDER THE SECRETARY-GENERAL'S AUSPICES (NOT
IA'S). AN INNER CAUCUS, EG OF CANCUN POWERS, MIGHT BE ONE
MENT. THE ESSENTIAL POINT WOULD BE FOR THE LEADERS TO GET 70O

ND
LED

I
KNOW EACH OTHER'S CHARACTERS AND PREOCCUPATIONS.

(G) THE EAST HAD NOT YET SHOWN ITS HAND ON THE SUMMIT PROPOSAL ANY
MORE THAN THE WEST. IT WAS NOT KNOWN WHICH EASTERN LEADERS MIGHT
ATTEND. NAM LEADERS WERE UNANIMOUSLY IN FAVOUR OF THE SUMMIT BUT
NOT ALL OF THEM WOULD IN FACT BE THERE. INDIA HOPED FOR PERHAPS
50-70 HEADS OF STATE OR GOVERNMENT IN ALL.

(H) THE SUMMIT WOULD NOT DISCUSS MODALITIES FOR THE PROPOSED
CONFERENCE ON MONEY AND DEVELOPMENT FINANCE, BUT GENERAL
HORTH-SOUTH ECONOMIC ISSUES WOULD OF COURSE FEATURE

(1) 1T WOULD BE HELPFUL IF OUR PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVES IN NEW
YORK COULD BE INSTRUCTED TO DISCUSS IDEAS ABOUT THE SUMMIT WITH
THE INDIANS AND OTHERS THERE. THE SECRETARY-GENERAL TOOK A
FAVOURABLE ATTITUDE AND HAD RESPONDED POSITIVELY TO MRS GANDHI'S
APRIL LETTER ABOUT THE NEW DELH! MESSAGE.

(J) THE PRESENT APPROACH WAS MOT DIRECTLY CONNECTED WITH MRS
GANDH!'S MORE GEMERAL LETTER TO THE WILLIAMSBURG SEVEN, WHICH HAD
BEEN DESPATCHED ON 9 MAY (MOST OF US SAID WE WERE NOT AWARE THAT IT
HAD YET BEEN RECEIVED).

(KY INDIAN DID NOT UNDERSTAND WHY SOME IN THE WEST REGARDED THE NAM
AS ANTI-WESTERN (SIC).,
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