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M1GS FOR NICARAGUA

1. ACCORDING TO NICARAGUAN PRESS, A SCVIET FREAGHTER WAS SHADOWED
ANTO NICARAGUAN TERRIATORIAL WATERS BY 2 US NAVY FRIGATES AT ABCQUT
1045 ON 7 NOVEMBER, AN MFA PROTEST NOTE SENT TO US GOVERNMENT

LATER 1N DAY CLAIMED THAT THE FRJIGATES ENTERED TO w!THAN 7 MILES

OF COAST BEFORE BE.ING APPROACHED BY A NICARAGUAN COAST GUARD VEDETTE
AND WITHDRAWING, (NICARAGUA CLAIMS 12 MILES TERRITORIAL

WATERS),

2. NOTE ALLEGES THAT AT ABOUT SAME TI#E A C-130 AIRCRAFT wITHOUT
VISIBLE MARKINGS '*OVERFLEW THIS SECTOR 5 MILES FROM NICARAGUAN
COAST »IN A NORTH-SOUTH DJRECTION'', AIR DEFENCE BATTERIES FUIRED
AT CFFENDING PLANE wHICH LEFT AREA,

3. WE UNDERSTAND SOVAET VESSEL #1S BAKURIANI OF BLACX SEA SHIFPING
COMPANY, TAGHT SECUR.ITY HAS BEEN MAINTAINED dN CORINTO WHERE
VESSEL WAS STJILL UNLCADING AT & AM, AT 8.30 ANOTHER SONIC BOOM WAS
HEARD OVER N.ICARAGUA WHICH SANDINISTAS CLAIM WAS AGAIN FROM AN
SR-71.

L, THE MFA ARRANGED FOR A LARGE GROUP OF JOURNALISTS TO.OBSERVE THE
US FRIGATES FROM AN AN=-26 AIRCRAFT, US EMBASSY WAS GINEN MIN.IMAL
WARN:ING,

S THE SANDINISTAS HAVE BEEN PRESENT.ING THE RUMOURS OF MIG
DELIVERIES AS PART OF A STRATECY TO PREPARE WAY FOR DIRECT MILJATARY
ACTION AGAINST NICARAGUA AS WELL AS TO HELP DISCREDIT THE ELECT.IONS,




ACTAON AGAINST NICARAGUA AS WELL AS TO HELP DISCREDIT THE ELECT,IONS,

6. ASSESSMENT, 1 THINK siT UNLIKELY THAT THE COMANDANTES, WHO ARE
GENUINELY QUITE NERVOUS ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY OF STRONG US ACT:/ION N
THE AFTERMATH OF THE us ELECT:IONS ARE sIN A MOOD TO TAKE ACT.ONS NOW
WHICH INVOLVE A WIGH DEGREE OF R.(SK (A MORE LOGICAL TyME YO DO THIS
WOULD HAVE BEEN SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER), 1T ALSO SEEM UNLIXELY THAT THE
SOV-IET LEADERS WOULD WANT TO FACE THE CONSEQUENCES OF DEL:WERING M1GS
AT THIS TawME, HOWEVER, GIVEN THE SUSP.ICHOUS CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE
FREAGHTER'S YOYAGE (INCLUDING FACT THAT ACCORDING TO US EMBASSY

HERE #1T TRANSITED NEITHER SUEZ NOR PANAMA CANALS), MY MAY WELL BE
THAT OTHER FORMS OF SENS|T.IVE MILATARY EQUIPMENT WERE CARRIED,

Te THE ATMOSPHERE «N NJCARAGUA 1S DISTINCTLY LESS TENSE THAN POST-
GRENADA, BUT iIT iS WORTH NOT.IAG THAT POLACE LEAVE HAS BEEN CANCELLED
AND THAT THE ARMY iIS ON ALERT,
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