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SUMMARY

1. A STATE OF NAT/|ONAL ALERT HAS BEEN DECLARED, CANDIMISTA JITTERS
NOT ENTJRELY EASY TO EXPLAUM, THERE MAY BE NERVOUSWESS THAT LIMITS
OF U S TOLERANCE wITH REGARD TQ ACQUISITION OF NEW WEAPONS

SYSTEMS MAY ALREADY BE AT TESTING POINT,

DETAIL

2., TENSION RESULT'ING FROM THE :INCUDENTS OFF CORINTO ON 7 NOVEMBER
AND SPECULATAON AS TO WHAT ARMS THE SOVMET VESSEL WAS CARRY.NG
REMAINS H|GH, PRESUMED OVERFLIGHTS BY U S '*SPY PLANES'!

CONTINUE wITH TwO SUCH (AUDIBLE) FLIGHTS ON 10 NOVEMBER AND
FURTHER 3 ON 11 NOVEMBER, (THE MICARAGUANS CLAIM THAT ONE OF
THESE LATTER WAS A RC 135 wHICH OVERFLEW THE PAC.IF:IC COAST).

3« THE MICARAGUAN MIN:ISTRY OF DEFENCE ANNQUNCED A ''STATE OF NAT:IONAL
ALERT'' LATE ON 11 NOVEMBER, THS WAS FOLLOWED BY SuIMILAR
COMMUNGQUE FROM Clv:L DEFENCE AUTHORJITHES REQUESTING CITIZENS

TO DG TRENCEHES, RE=INTRODUCE Civ:lL DEFENCE TRAIMING, BE PREPARED
FOR AR RAIDS ET&. WE UNDERSTAND THAT ARMS ARE BEING DSTRIBUTED
TO SOME SECTIONS OF THE POPULACE TODAY. !IN MANAGUA |TSELF THERE
ARE SIGN'IFICANTLY MORE TROOPS V:ISJdBLE AND A NUMBER OF TANKS

MADE AN APPEARANCE DURUNG THE N{GHT OF 11/12 NOVEMBER, THESE ARE
NOW POSILTJONED ON MAMN ROADS, AND OTHER STRATEGIC POINTS :IN THE
CAPITAL, HOWEVER, THE MOOD OF THE BULK OF THE CHTY'S POPULAT:|ON
(AS DISTANCT FROM FSLN ACTHVIISTS) S RELATIVELY CALM, THERE

HAS AS YET BEEN NO SiGN OF TRENCH=DiIGGING ON ANY SCALE,

4, THE OFF.IC.AL PRESS CONTINUES TO DRAMATZE THE SITUATION,
THOUGH THIS MUST ALSO BE SEEN AS A REFLECT:ION OF GRAVITY wiTH
WHICH THE FSLN LEADERSH{P WIEWS THESE LATEST DEVELOPMENTS, (A
VICE-MIMISTER OF AGR:ICULTURE AND MINISTER OF TOURISM CONFJRMED
TO OWEN OVER DMNNER ON 9 NOVEMBER THAT THE NATJONAL DIRECTORATE
WAS JINDEED '"'EXTREMELY WORR(MED''), AT THE SAME TiME HOWEVER THE
SANDINISTAS APPEAR TO BE MILKANG THE S« TUATION FOR ALL TS
PROPAGANDA SPiN=QFFS,

5. T 1S EASY, ON THE EV{DENCE AVAILABLE HERE, TO EXBLAIN THE
SANDINISTA JITTERS., THE U S AMBASSADOR IN SAN JOSE HAS TOLD ME

THAT HE RECKONS THE SANDIN:ISTAS HAVE SOMETHING TO HIDE, AND THAT THE
CUBANS ARE ALSO VERY NERVOUS PRORBABLY FOR THE SAME REASQN, WINSOR
ADDED THAT U S CONCERN EXTENDED TO NICARAGUAN ACQUiISITHON OF

HIND ATTACK HELJACOPTERS AND OF SAM 3 OR SAM €& MISSILES, BOTH

OFWHICH MAY ALREADY HAVE BEEN DELJ{VERED, «T COULD BE THAT THE

SANDINISTAS FEAR THAT, EVEN THOUGH NO MIGS A NG
DELANERED, THEY MAY ALREA NG THE LIMLT
OF U RAN THER SOP ED WEAPONS

SOME WHICH MAY PERHAPS BE «NTENDED TO PAVE wAY FOR LATER ARR:LVAL
OF FIGHTER AIRCRAFT, THEY wiLL HAVE PAID CAREFUL HEED TO RECENT

U S STATEMENTS wHlCH COULD BE INTERPRETED AS MEANING THAT THE
THRESHOLD OF TOLERANCE S NOw COMING DOWN.

RESTRICTED




RESTRICTED

6. AT WOULD BE INTERESTING TO HAVE AN ACCOUNT OF LATEST REACTION
N RAVANA,
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