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MY TELNO 3376: U.S. POLUCY ON NHCARAGUA

SUMMARY

1. ADMINISTRATION SPOKESMEN DENY ANY U.S. “NTENTION TO iNVADE

WICARAGUA, BUT STRESS BUILD=UP OF SANDINISTA WEAPONRY. MUCH TALK ®
— e ———— .

OF THREAT TO NICARAGUA'S NE LGHBOURS: AND PUBLICHTY FOR U.S.

CYERCISES (i HONDURAS AND EL SALVADOR. D.0.D. CONFIRM LiKELAHOOD
THAT M1GS, (F DELANERED, WOULD BE ATTACKED.

DETAW

2. PENTAGON, STATE AND WHITE HOUSE SPOKESMEN CONTHNUE TO DENY THAT
THERE 1S ANY U.S. HNTENTION TO JiNVADE NICARAGUA, AND TO CRUMICASE
THE NICARAGUAN GOVERNMENT FOR QUOTE NEEDLESSLY STHRRING UP THE R
Owl POPULATIOK UNQUOTE. SPOKESMEN HOWEVER ALSO FOLLOW WENBERGER

4 DRAWING ATTENTMON TO :INCREASES N WICARAGUAN MWLUNTARY STRENGTH:

AND THE PENTAGON SPOKESMAN HAS SPOKEN OF IICARAGUAN QUOTE DESHGNS
UNQUOTE ON HONDURAS AND EL SALVADOR, AND HAS STATED THAT THE U.S.
WOULD QUOTE RESPOND WITH WHATEVER ASSHSTANCE WAS NECESSARY ¥
WICARAGUA ATTACKED #TS NEIGHBOURS UNQUOTE.

3. MY DEFENCE ATTACHE'S PENTAGON CONTACTS CONFIRMED THAT THEY SEE
NO RUSK OF AN EARLY LAND WAR AGAINST NICARAGUA. THE PENTAGON WOULD
NOT OF COURSE RELJISH SUCH A WAR. THEY ALSO CONFRM OUR ASSUMPTION
THAT PLANS FOR AMR STRIKES AGAINST MIGS, 'F AND WHEN ANY ARRSIWE,
WOULD PROBABLY BE MPLEMENTED, BUT THEY POINT OUT - AS WE HAVE uN
EARLAER REPORTIANG = THAT MIGS WOULD N FACT BE LESS USEFUL BN
COUNTER=INTERSURGENCY OPERATHONS AGAINST THE CONTRAS THAN THE
QOVIET ML 24 (HIND) HEL LCOPTERS WHICH ARE BEING DELUWERED, OUR
UNDERSTANDING 11§ THAT THE CHIEFS OF STAFF HAVE YET TO MAKE A
RECOMMEKDATHON ON WHETHER, AND ilf SO HOwW, THE U.S. SHOULD RESPOND
TO SUCH DELWERIES,

4. OUR STATE DEPARTMENT CONTACTS DENY THAT SHULTZ'S REMARKS /W

ERASIL A (PARA 5 OF TE | UNDER REFERENCE) ARE 'INCONSISTENT WITH
THE MAIWTENANCE OF A POLACY OF CONTAINING WICARAGUA, THEY SEE THENM
AS KO HORE THAK A WARNING TO THE SANDMNISTAS NOT TO MEDDLE (A THEAR

NEIGHROUR'S AFFAIRS. e :
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