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NICARAGUA: NAUGURATIION OF DAMIEL ORTEGA AS PRES!DENT

SUMMARY {\/\/(

1. DAN:EL ORTEGA WAS DULY SWORN #N AT A RELAT:WELY SUBDUED
S——————— =

CEREMONY ATTENDED BY F{.DEL CASTRO BUT NOT MANY OTHERS OF STATURE.
ORTEGA DEL::.VERED A MODERATE AND CONCi{:lATORY SPEECH. {

DETALL

2. AT HilS INAUGURATHON (WHICH « ATTENDED AS BRilT#SH DELEGATE)
DAMIEL ORTEGA MADE A CONGC:LMATORY SPEECH MUCH OF wWHICH WAS DEVOTED
TO FOREIGN RELATMONS, HE REAFFJIRMED COMMITMENT TO PRUNCHPLES OF
PLURAL:ISM, MIXED ECONOMY AND NON-AL#GNMENT, DECLARMNG ALSQO THAT

HE WOULD STRWE TO REPRESENT ALL OF THE MICARAGUANS, NOT

JUST THE SANDUMISTA FRONT,. HilS REFERENCES TO THE UMLTED STATES
WERE RELATHMVELY RESTRAUNED AND HE DESCR:I-BED THE MANZAMILLO TALKS
AS A ''MAGNIFUCENT OPPORTUMNTY'', HE ALSO SPOKE APPROVINGLY OF
CONTADORA AND OF THE DiPALOGUE N EL SALVADOR.

3. THE ONLY NOVEL PO{NT WAS THE OFFER BY ORTEGA OF A TYPE OF
AﬁS_TY TO THOSE FilGHTHNG AGAINST HiIS REGIME. HE SALD THE GOVERN-
MENT WAS READY TO ACCEPT THEM BACK :If THEY FURST HANDED OVER THEIR
ARMS TO THE HONDURAN OR COSTA Ri.CAN AUTHOR{THES, <IN COOPERAT:ON wlTH
THE WNTERNATHONAL RED CROSS. T SEEMS N FACT DOUBTFUL WHETHER THu4S
WILL HAVE VERY MUCH PRACTICAL EFFECT SHNCE MOST CONTRAS ALREADY HAVE
THE_OPPORTUMITY TO EXPLOWT THE EXISTUNG GENERAL AMNESTY (ONLY CERTALN
CONTRA LEADERS ARE EXCLUDED UNDER 7). BUT ORTEGA NO DOUBT HOPED
THAT H!S WORDS WOULD HAVE AT LEAST SOME PSYCHOLOGHCAL iHMPACT, AND

HE MAY DERMNE ENCOURAGEMENT FROM THE RECENT SUGNS OF A LESS PLILANT
HONDURAN ATT:#,TUDE TOWARDS THE CONTRAS.

4, ORTEGA RECOGMISED THE SER:MOQUSNESS OF THE COUNTRY'S ECONOMIC
CRISHS, AND ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THERE WAS NO SHORT TERM SOLUT:ON. HE

—y WS ——
DECLARED THAT THE PRUVATE SECTOR STiLL REPRESENTED OVER KALF OF THE
PRODUCTHVE ECONOMY AND THAT THE GOVERNMENT DD NOT *INTEND TO CHANGE

THE BALANCE, NES nICTED [§




RESTRICTED
5. THE MOST NEWSWORTHY ASPECT OF THE OCCASION WAS THE UNHERALDED
ATTENDANCE OF FADEL CASTRO. BUT THE GENERAL LEVEL OF ATTENDANCE WAS
NOT PARTACULARLY JMPRESSIVE: APART FROM CONTADORA AND SOME LATIN
AMERCAR RTNTSTERTAL DELEGATHONS (PLUS SWEDJSH AND FRENCH MINISTERS
FROM WESTERN EUROPE) THE MIGH LEVEL REPRESENTATHVES WERE LARGELY FROM
COMMUMIST STATES. NONE OF THE CENTRAL AMERMCAN STATES SENT DELEGATES
APART FROM GUATEMALA - THEWR AMBASSADOR - AND BELIZE. 4T WAS
EXPECTED THAT THE UMLTED STATES WOULD BE REPRESENTED BY AMBASSADOR
BERGOLD, BUT NONE OF US WAS ABLE TO SPOT HIM. PROMINENT ANONG THE
NON-GOVERNMENTAL GUESTS WAS MR NEUL KsINNOCK.

6. THE ATMOSPHERE WAS RESTRAUNED wWlTH THE PUBLIC REACTION LESS
ENTHUSHASTIC THAN SOME EXPECTED. BilSHOP PABLO VEGA WAS PERMITTED TO
MAKE AN ADDRESS ON BEHALF OF THE CHURCH WHOSE (AMPLIAED CRITICHSM HAD
A RATHER SOBERWANG EFFECT AND PROMPTED CASTRO TO ENGAGE THE BHSHOP

AN PROLONGED CONVERSATHON.
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