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NICARAGUA: WiIISIiT OF MR KilNNOCK

1. MR NEML KiANNOCK V:ISITED MICARAGUA FROM 8 TO 12 JANUARY AS
GUEST OF THE MICARAGUAN GOVERNMENT AND ATTENDED THE JINAUGURAT:ON

OF PRESHDENT ORTEGA ON 10 JANUARY. N THE COURSE OF WIS STAY HE
HAD MEET.INGS WITH FHDEL CASTRO DUR(ING THE EARLY HOURS CF 12
JANUARY, DAMIEL ORTEGA ON 11 JANUARY, COMANDANTES WHEELOCK, ARCE,
CARRION AND RUiZ AND NUMEROUS OTHER GOVERNMENT Fi.GURES, ‘INCLUDING
VICE. FORENGN MIMISTER NORA ASTORGA. HE ALSO MET A GROUP OF

CIIR VOLUNTEERS AND ATTENDED A COCKTAGL /IN HIS HONOUR AT THE EMBASSY
ON 8 JANUARY, WHERE HE TALKED TO COMANDANTE WHEELOCK AMONGST
OTHERS. MR KiINNOCK ALSO CALLED ON THE OPPOSATHON PAPER 'LA PRENSA’
WHERE HE WAS RECEJVED BY THE PAPER'S EDITOR JAIME CHAMORRO AND
WOLETA CHAMORRO, THE WIFE OF THE MURDERED PEDRO JOAQUMN CHAMORRO.
HE DROPPED THE :\DEA OF A MEET/NG WITH A REPRESENTATUNE OF THE
EPSCOPATE, BUT SAW A JESWIT PRIEST OF SANDINISTA PERSUASHON.

2, YOU Wil HAVE SEEN PRESS REPORTS OF KJINNOCK'S STATEMENTS. (WE
ARE ALSO SENDUING TRANSLAT:ION OF LOCAL PRESS COVERAGE «N RESPONSE

TO YOUR TELNO 43 TO MEXICO CliTY)., SPEAKING TO OWEN ON HIS
DEPARTURE FROM MANAGUA ALRPORT, KiNNOCK SAD THAT HdS ViISiliT HAD
BEEN MOST _US EFU\. AND HE :NTENDED TO FOLLOW DEVELOPMENTS iIN NdCARAGUA
CLOSELY. HIS TALKS WITH PRESHDENTS CASTRO AND ORTEGA (BOTH OF

1 AND 1/2 HOURS DURATHON) HAD CONCENTRATED ON REGIONAL PEACE
EFFORTS AND ESPEC/ALLY ON THE CONTADORA PROCESS. SPEAKIING TO BBC
JOURNAL:ISTS, HE SAUD THAT US SUPPORT FOR THE CONTRAS WAS
"YUNFORGIVABLE '", THAT MICARAGUA WAS A NASCENT DEMOCRACY AND SHOULD
BE GIVEN A FAMR CHANCE AND THE UK SHOULD TRY TO EXERT :LNFLUENCE

ON THE US THROUGH TS SPECHAL RELATJONSHIP WiITH THAT COUNTRY TO
DISCOURAGE #INTERVENTHON WHICH WOULD BE A ''I:SASTER'' AND A
"1SELF-LACERATHON FOR THE WORLD'S LARGEST DEMOCRACY''. THE UK
SHOULD ALSO CONTLNUE TS SUPPORT FOR CONTADORA AS EXPRESSED AT

THE COMMUMITY'S MEETIMNG yIN DUBLIN N DECEMBER,

3, N THE COMPANY OF MANY OTHER PROMINENT WViSILTORS TO MICARAGUA
FOR THE PRESHDENT:IAL (INAUGURATHON, KINNOCK SIGNED THE ' 'DECLARAT-ION
OF MANAGUA''., EXPRESSIING SOLADARITY WiTH THE SANDIMISTA REVOLUTION
AND FOR EFFORTS TO BRING PEACE TO THE REGION, ENGLISH TEXT OF

THS FOLLOWS i:N BAG, Ry ol
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b, COMMENT, K:{NNOCK HAD AN EXTREMELY FULL PROGRAMME AND APPEARED
GENWINELY PLEASED WITH WIS WISHT, GIVEN ALSO THE PUBLIGCHTY T
ATTRACTED., APART FROM THE CALL ON LA PRENSA, ARRANGED BY US, ALL
APPOIINTMENTS WERE MADE BY THE GOVERNMENT. HiS (WTERPRETER, WHO
PLAYED AN INFLUENTdAL PART, WAS A BRILTILSH SANDIMISTA SYMPATHISER.,
JINEVITABLY, HIS V:IEW OF M{CARAGUA WAS VERY ONE-SDED, BUT HE
ACQUIRED WHAT HE NO DOUBT BELIIEVES wiLL BE VALUABLE AMMUNYTHON FOR
CAST:IGATING THE REAGAN ADMIN:ISTRATHON, AND FOR CRUTHCHSHNG WHAT

HE PERCE:INES TO BE HMG'S ASSOCHATJAON WikTH REAGAN POLMGIES.
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